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MEMOIRS 



OF THE 

v 

LIFE AND WRITINGS 

OF THE ABATE 

PIETRO MET ASTASIO. 



SECTION I. 

-AlSout the time that Signor Mattei opened 
a correfpondence with our bard, he had 
many letters to write of mere compliment 
to authors who fent him their works, and 
of civility to others who had praifed his 
own. Except the letters to the Romanina 
and his brother, thole to Farinellt , Saverio 
Mattei , and his old friend Sig. Filipponi of 
Turin, are the moft confidential. However, 
there are frequently pafifages in his letters to 
others, which merit prefervation, either for 
their wit, ingenuity, politencls, or, for the 
fentiments they contain on fubje&s of 
literature; and of thefe we lhall feledl a few, 
vol. in. b previous 
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previous to refuming his correfpondence with 
his more particular friends. 

In 1766, the Abate Vincenzo Camillo Al- 
berti began a correfpondence with our poet. 
Which continued till 1773 ; of which corref- 
pondence near thirty letters have been in- 
ferred in the printed collection. But as they 
are fhort, and contain little more than ex- 
preffions of thanks and politenefs for his 
offers of friendfhip and prefents of his works, 
but little can be extracted from them, that 
can either amufe or interefl an Englifh 
reader j particularly, when deprived of the 
fafcinating elegance with which they are ex- 
preffed in their native language. 

The firft letter from Sig. Alberti to which 
the anfwef of Metaitafio is preferved, in- 
clofed a Cantata — “ I cannot but be much 
flattered and obliged by your voluntary offer 
of friendfhip, with fuch partial expreffions in 
my favour ; and as a demonftration of its 
value, you communicate to me a Cantata of 
yoyr own writing, which is truly happy, 
affeCting, and graceful. But how can a man 
at my time of life, tired with his indifpen* 
Able occupations, fupport a regular corref- 
pondence ? Unlefs you could remove a num- 
ber of Olympiads from my fhoulders, and 

give 
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give me a little of your own leifure, I fhould 
certainly merit only your compaffion for 
my inability to avail myfelf of the honour 
which you fo generoufly offer me.” 

When Sig. Alberti fent Metaftafio a Son- 
net which he had written with an intention 
of prefixing it as a dedication of his Cantatas 
to the poet, he fays : “ I am extremely 
grateful for your affe&ionate partiality, and 
congratulate you 04 the produ&ion of fb 
beautiful a Sonnet ; but at the fame time, 
muft entreat you moll earneftly, to relinquifh 
your obliging defign: as fuch incenfe has 
ever, from time immemorial, been devoted 
to the favourites of fortune, not to us poor 
inhabitants of Parnaffus. And this reafon 
has, hitherto, fufficed iii defending me from 
others who have had a fimilar defign : and 
I promife to myfelf the fame complacence 
from you, which I fhall regard as a proof of 
your friendfhip, and a ftimulus to the con- 
tinuance of that efteem with which I have 
the honour to be, &c.” 

This Abate feems, with great friendfhip 
and zeal, to have complained to Metaflafio 
of the liberties then taking by fome opera 
botchers with his dramas $ to which the poet 
replies : “ Spare your virtuous indignation, 
my moll obliging Sig. Alberti, for occafions 

b 2 more 
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more worthy of your wrath, than the alter- 
ations of fome of my dramas. If the cor- 
rcdhons are juft, I ought to be grateful to 
thofe who (hall enlighten me ; and if other- 
wife, I (hall not be forry that the public, oc- 
cupied with the faults of others, (hall have 
the lefs leifure for reflecting upon mine. 
Let not my averfion to the writing long 
letters diminith your efteem : on the con- 
trary, believe me ever, in fpite of this in- 
firmity, invariably yours.” 

Metaftafio having, in (port, told the Abate, 
that he (hould be unable to write for fome 
time, as he was ordered by his imperial mi- 
ftrefs to take a journey to Parnaftus ; Signor 
Alberti, not underftanding that the poet 
meant to (hut out all interruption, and devote 
his whole time to the mufes, broke in upon 
him with an unexpended letter, to which he 
pleafantly makes the following reply. “ Long 
life to my mod officious Sig. Alberti ! who 
for the fake of his friends, in imitation of 
Hercules and Thefeus, does not decline hav- 
ing a commerce with the other world. 
Upon my having told you that 1 had made 
my laft voyage to the Elylian fields, you 
went thither by letter to feek me : folicitous 

J 

to know the truth from myfelf. For once, 
I have the plcafure- to thank you from 
• • - Vienna. 
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Vienna. But if I had been found in that 
remote region, I know not whether my 
anfwer would have come fo foon. However, 
after this convincing proof, 1 am (lire that 
the inexorable fates may rob me of what 
they pleafe; but they will never place me 
beyond the power of your compafs." 

The following extra£f from a letter to the 
Abate Alberti will communicate to the 
reader Metaftalio’s opinion of blank verfe. 

“ I am much obliged to you for the new 
poetical compofition which you were fo 
kind as to inclofe in your laid letter, and 
which I (hould rather call an epiftle, than a 
poem. It appears to me learned, the thoughts 
feem noble and well digefted, and the (lyle 
as poetical and harmonious as is poflible in 
our endicafyllable meafure, ftript of rhyme. 
Whether from reafon or habit, I know not; 
but my ear cannot eafily accommodate itfelf 
to this convenient liberty, which perhaps, 
idlenefs has recommended to fo me of our 
illuftrious Italian bards. It is true, that 
rhyme fometimes tyrannically impedes the 
expreffion of our thoughts : but it is likewife 
true, that it often fuggefts to us ideas that are 
more luminous and l'ublime, to which our 
minds would never have foared, but for the 
violent efforts to which this troublefomc 

b 3 ftimulatrx 
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ftimulatrix has oblisred us to have recourfe 

O 

in our diftrefs. And it is certain, that there 
is as much difference in the force of the 
fame thought happily exprelfed in rhyme 
and in blank verfe, as in that of a ftone 
thrown with the hand, and with a fling. 
Not that I difapprove of this liberty in the 
epiftolary or dida&ic ftyle. In thefe, it feems 
as if the poet may dilpenfe a little with this 
mufic, which is always eflential to true 
poetry.” 

u I know not what can poflibly have 
feduced the worthy Countefs Bianchi in my 
favour. I am fo proud of fuch an enviable 
partiality, that I pray to heaven fhe may 
never be undeceived. Pray prefent her my 
moft humble thanks, and try to keep her in 
this mi flake.”-: 

Speaking of the Emperor's Tour through 
Italy, incognito, in 1769, he fays : “ we know 
nothing more of the auguft pilgrim here, 
than that he quitted Vienna the 3d of this 
inftant March, in the evening ; that there is 
no doubt but that he intends to vifit Rome in 
this manner to avoid ceremony, of which he 
is an irreconcileable enemy; and that he pro- 
pofes to pafs unknown wherever he goes ; 
but his ftar is. thought too luminous to be 

concealed 
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concealed by any cloud which he can get 
behind.” 

“ My moft obliging Sig. Alberti, ever eager 
to confer favours on me, has been the firft to 
inform me of the happy delivery of the little 
niece of my dear Gemello : pray accept of 
my beft thanks for the courteous diligence 
with which you have quieted my folicitude*.’* 
Metaftafio’s correfpondent, the Abate Al- 
berti, had been long confined to his bed by 
a broken ancle. When he fent him fome 
works which he had produced during that 
Hate — The Imperial Laureat fays : “ I (hall 
tt ad the book whenever I can get time for 
that gratification; but, at prefent, I have 
hardly leilure fufficient to thank you for it. 
I have, however, perufed the little Cantata 
that was inclofed in your letter, by which I 
find, that though lame, you have either been 
able to clamber mount Parnaflus, or are fo 
well with the mufes, that they fcruple not 
to vifit you in bed. Get up, for heaven's 
fake, that you may no longer oblige them to 



* This was the little fractious homely child, of which 
Farinelli was fo fond, when I vifited him at Bologna, in 
1770. 

B 4 fuch 
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fuch pra&ices as, to thofe who envy you, may* 

appear fcandalous.” 

“ In your laft letter, you with me to be 
diffufe in my anfwer, and point out an oppor- 
tunity for me to difeufs certain queftions in 
the Afiatic manner. Ah, my dear Abate, 
you fuppofe me young, robuft, and idle. 
Would to heaven you were not miftaken ! 
But, for my misfortune, neither youth, 
ftrength, nor leifure, are allowed me. The 
mere duties of my office are now a grievous 
burthen to me : think then how unfit I muft 
be, to fcrawl whole fheets, merely to fhew 
my eloquence and genius ; I leave all this to 

you, who are in the prime of life 

“ The laft Sonnet with which you have 
been pleafed Jo favour me, leaves all the 
other poetical compofttions which the mufes 
have hitherto di&ated to you, far behind. I 
congratulate you upon it : but am unable to 
comprehend how, in your painful fituation, it 
is poffible for you to have an inclination to 
tune the lyre. Though I can plead no fuch 
painful impediment, yet I can never brufh 
the duft off mine, unlefs from abfolute ne- 
ceffity. In the enfuing nuptial celebratioq 

* Metaftafio was now Icvcnty- four. 

there 
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there will be no theatrical exhibition. I ob- 
tained not this information, till 1 had almoft 
finifhed a drama which 1 was ordered to 
write : fo that I have not been fpared, as I 
might have been, a labour which is now be- 
come heavy and ungrateful *. 

Your lonnet fhall be enjoyed by the few 

palates that are able to tafte it.” 

4 ‘ I know not whether I ought to con- 
gratulate you on the huge purchafe you have 
made of Italian dramas. You will find, as 
formerly happened to mvfelf, in an immenie 
quantity of draw, but very little grain, and 
that of a bad quality. Siface will not com- 
penfate for the bad harveft. I am extremely 
grateful to you for the obliging offer of it, 
which you make me ; but having, fome years 
ago, met with a copy of this old opera, I gave 
it a perufal, and am by no means tempted to 
acknowledge it as my legitimate offspring. 
It is a drama compofed agaiuft ray will : the 
idea was to reform an old opera at the re- 
queft of Porpora : and in reforming, it was 
entirely changed; as the original materials 

* This drama ( Ruggiero ) was, however, completed, fet 
to mufic by HalTe, and proformed at Milan, in 1771, upon 
the marriage of the Arch-duke Ferdinand, with the princcfc 
of Modena. 

» 

were 
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were' fo totally different from the additional, 
and fo difeordant, as to form a contraft that 
was infupportable and monflrous. And yet, 
it is not mine, though I believe there re- 
mains not one verfe as it was written by the 
firil author. In order to be truly mine, the 
firff defign fhould have been of my inven- 
tion ; but my intention was merely to redtify 
fome particular parts ; and though I have 
left none untouched, I have never regarded 
them as members of a whole fabric of my 
conftrudtion. Therefore the connexion muff 
neceffarily remain imperfedh Make, how- 
ever, what ufe you pleafe o i Sif ace \ only do 
not let it pafs for a child of mine, as I can- 
not confcientioufly regard it as fuch. 

Writing is always an inconvenient bufinefs 
to me; but to-day, on account of the excef- 
five heat, which diffolves me, it is infbpport- 
able, fo that being totally unable to lengthen 
my letter, I haly conclude.” 

Vienna, June 29, 1772, 



There are two more fhort letters to the 
Abote Alberti in the colle&ion; but they con- 
tain nothing very piquant or interefting. It 
had been reported about this time, all°over 

Europe, 



\ 
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Europe, that the poet had been appointed 
Imperial Librarian, in the room of Baron 
Van Swiften deceafed; and upon being con- 
gratulated by the Abate Alberti on this pro- 
motion, he fays, “ the report is entirely 
without foundation ; nor do I imagine that 
my auguft fovereigns ever thought of me, 
when the vacancy happened. Indeed if, from 
excels of clemency, they had, I Ihould have 
been obliged to implore their difpenfation 
from a weight fuperior to my phyfical force, 
which would not have enabled me to per- 
form the duties of luch an appointment.” — 
In the laft letter to the Abate, he thanks 
him for a neat and elegant edition of his 
Italian poetry. He denies the writing a 
Canzonetta in praife of the immortal Mare- 
Ihal Daun, which Alberti had afcribed to 
him : “ take care not to defraud the real 
author of thofe praifes which are his due — 
Pray return with my refpefts, due thanks to 
the moll; obliging Lord Huntingdon for the 
courteous remonftrances with which he ho- 
nours me.” 

Vienna, April 29, 1773. 



A correfpondence feems to have been begun 
about the year 176^, between our poet and 

3 the 
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the Abate Fabroni, afterwards Biihop of 
Pifa ; a perfon of literary abilities, for whom 
Metaffafio manifefts great refpeft. His 
Lives and Eloges of illuftrious men of his own 
country, which he began to publifh at this 
time in decades, feem undertaken with a 
patriotic view, during the difputes between 
the French and Italians for literary and 
fcientific pre-eminence. The title of his 
biographical work is certainly the fame as 
that of Perrault , in the laft century (#); but 
then the Italians have to boaft of many works 
on the fame plan, and under the fame title, 
which are much more ancient than that of 
Perrault. Signor Fabroni having exprelfed 
an intention to write the life of Metaflafio, 
in order to infert it among his lives of emi- 
nent men, the, following letter contains the 
poet’s modeft difluafion from that enterprize, 

(a ) Eloges des Hommes illujlres de ce Siecle (the xvii.) 
Elogi (Talc uni illujlri Italians. 



LET- 
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LETTER I. 

TO THE ABATE FABRONI, AT FLORENCE. 

Without framing excufcs for the flow 
arrival of my anfwer to your very obliging 
letter of the 9th of laft May, the well-known 
confuflon in which we have been thrown, by 
the lofs of a moft amiable Emprefs ; by our 
fears of being deprived of our maternal and 
revered Sovereign ; and, at prefent, the uni- 
verfal, and tumultuous joy, for having mira- 
culoufly preferved her, will have already 
made my defence, and procured your pardon. 
Therefore, after rendering the fincere and 
due thanks which I ought, for your moft 
conftant voluntary partiality, I congratulate 
your royal Sovereign, who, in having pro- 
moted you, has given fuch an indubitable 
teftinaony of his enlightened mind, and gene- 
rous heart ; always ready to fee merit and 
reward it. 

But, notwithftanding your partiality, I per- 
ceive, that you have a defign to injure me 
very ferioufly. The perfifting in your idea 
of writing my life, is an evident proof, that 
my repugnance, in confenting to it, has been 
regarded by you as a kind of female modefty, 

which 
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which a little entreaty would overcome* 
No, my dear Abate, you are very much de- 
ceived. Whether from reafon, or weaknefs, 
I cannot think of any one writing my life, 
Ijvithout the utmoft difquietude. From this 
fincere and candid confeffion, I hope that you 
will have the friendly condefcenlion to re- 
linquilh the enterprize ; a favour which I 
moft earneftly fupplicate, and lhall receive 
with all due gratitude. 

Vienna, June n, 1767. 



This requeft was complied with, during 
the poet’s life ; but two years after his deceafe, 
his eloge, by this author, appeared, with thofe 
of Galileo Galilei , Mich. Angelo Giacomelli, 
* Tommafo Perelli , Card. Leopoldo de' Medici, and 
Carlo Innocenzio Frugoni. Pifa. 1 7 54. 



LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

From your obliging letter, reverend Sir, 
dated July 6th. I wa3 induced to hope, that 
I fhould foon receive the firft decade, of your 
Lives of lllujlrious Italians , which I have ex- 
pected 
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pe£ted with the utmoft impatience. Oc- 
cupied at prefent in the exercife of my em- 
ployment, it was my intention to defer 
anfwering your kind letter, till the arrival of 
the gift. But as it has not yet reached my 
hands (by one of thofe innumerable accidents 
which ufually difturb the courfe of fimilar 
prefentations) I fhall not fuffer a longer 
lilence, now my inevitable duties are fulfill- 
ed, to injure me in your good opinion. 
Know then, mod reverend Prior, that in the 
perufal of your letters, my mind is filled with 
all the gratitude, confufion, and affection, 
which are due to yoUr friendly and unfoli- 
cited partiality, for one who has neither the 
opportunity, nor the power, of meriting it. 
But being in pofleflion of this inedimable 
acquifition, 1 am, and ever fhall remain, ex- 
tremely proud of it. 

But why, with fuch difpofitions in my 
favour, do you imbitter my fatisfadlion, by 
publifhing fuch frivolous letters as thefe, 
written without the lead refledlion, in the 
full confidence that they would n^er fee the 
light ? Good God 1 You edimate the public 
indulgence by your own, and are deceived. 
The public is a mod fevere judge ; and if it 
rnade the father of Roman eloquence trem- 
ble 
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ble (which he was not afhamed to confers) 
at a time when he had fully prepared him- 
lelf for its tribunal, with what confcience 
can it be called excefs of modefty in me, to 
dread prefeuting myfelf before it, with four 
miferable little letters, written in hafte to 
confidential friends, without ever perufing 
them ? No, moft reverend Prior, I have not 
the courage, or rather arrogance, requifite for 
fuch an exhibition. And whether my fears 
are reafonable, as I really think them, or 
conftitutional errors, I have no hopes of ever 
vanquishing them. If you Still regard them 
as infirmities, the pardoning fmall defedts is 
one of the moft facred duties of friendship. 
Treat them, therefore, as fuch, moft worthy 
Prior, and indulge me in this petition, as 
you obligingly did, in renouncing the defign 
of writing my life. The literary wortd 
abounds with lubjedts much more worthy of 
your pen, and I have, in my former letter, 
honeftly confelfed how much I am difturbed 
by the mere idea of ufurping fuch incenfe as 

is by no means my due. 

Vienna, September 24, 1767 . 



LET- 
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LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. 

The firft volume of the lives of illuftrious 
men, of which you have been pleafed, moll 
reverend Sir, to make me a prefent, has been 
obligingly delivered to me, by Count Stra - 
foldo. The names of perfons with whom, 
during childhood and adolefcence, I lived, or 
at leaft was acquainted, and who compofe 
the chief part of this firft decade, ftimulated 
immediate perufal ; and the infinuating flow 
and elegance of ftyle, would not fuffer me to 
lay the book down, till I was arrived at the 
laft page, and had perufed the additional 
commentary on the life of my dear fellow 
ftudent. Count Dandini. Having now grati- 
fied the firft hafty curiofity, I fhall give the 
work a fecond and more deliberate perufal; 
not palling by, as was the cafe before, the 
two lives written by Morgagni , which treat- 
ing of perfons with whom I have but little 
acquaintance, had not excited the fame cu- 
riofity as the reft. The rapidity of my 
perufal, however, did not prevent my feeing 
the merits of the writer ; befides the ftyle, 
which manifefts long ftudy and experience, 
vou III. c the 
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the laborious talk of collecting materials fo 
difperled and obfcure, the prudent and laud- 
able dexterity of uniting truth with difcre- 
tion, and the various and deep learning and 
feience, neceflary for the accurate difplay of 
whatever faculties the fubjeCt prelented, 
juftly entitle the author of lb folid a work, to 
the praile and gratitude of the public. 

Vienna, O&ober 8, 1767. 

LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

t 

You wilh me. Sir, to give you my opinion 
of the dramatic works of my predeccflbr, 
Apostolo Zeno, as if your own judgment 
were not left likely to be warped by preju- 
dice, than that of a man who has run the 
fame career, and who feduced by that too 
common and vicious emulation, lometimes 
even without knowing it, to which Figulus 
Figulo is very feldom favourable. For 
my own part, I am far from certain that I 
Ihould be able in a minute examination of 
thefe dramas to Iheer with fafety between 
the rocks of envy and affectation ; however, 
if no other poetical merit w^e allowed to 

Apoftolo 
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Apoftolo Zeno, it muft be granted that he 
fuccefsfully demonftrated, that our melodrama 
is not incompatible with reafon (as was long 
thought by the public and the poets whom he 
found in poffeffion of the theatre when he 
began to write) that it was not exempt from 
the laws of probability, that it could fubfifl 
without the wild and bombaft ftile which 
then reigned j and, laftly, that the bufkin 
might be freed from the comic fcurrility of 
the fock, with which it was miferably mixed 
and polluted; thefe are merits fully fufficient 
to entitle him to our gratitude, and the 
cfteem of pofterity. 

Vienna, December 7, 1767* 



LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME. 

The ftudying to be ufeful to our fellow 
creatures, and feconding the zeal of a worthy 
and partial friend, like yourfelf, are duties 
which procure blame if negle&ed, yet have 
little right to praile if performed. Hence 
thofe with which you have entrufted me, 
moll reverend Sir, refle£t more honour on thd 

c a go^d- 

1 
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goodrtefs of your own heart, ever eager tor 
fulfil the duties of humanity, than on mine* 

I very much wifh that our traveller may 
continue to enjoy that attention and polite- 
nefs, during his refidence in Poland, which 
our recommendation had procured him on 
his arrival : where, according to the accounts 
which I have received, his reception was 
extremely flattering ; hut that kingdom, at 
prefent convulfed by Confederations, is all 
arms and tumult: circumftances very un- 
favourable to the fine arts. But a (late of 
fuch violence cannot be durable* The hu- 
mours, decompounded, mufl find their equili- 
brium, and that tranquillity return which is 
lb indifpenfibly neceffary to national as well 
as individual happinefs. 

The well-merited teftimonies of efteena 
with which you have been honoured by the 
amiable Queen of Naples, manifeft the ma- 
ture judgment of that incomparable princefs y 
at fo early an age. Hence, I have a double 
reafon for exultation* 

Materials for the Index which you defire 
are wanting (£). The manuferipts which* 
remain, are fuch as have been already pub- 

(£) Sig. Fabroni had requefted of Metaftafio, a completer 
lift of all the inedited works of his patron Gravina. 

lifhedy 
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lilhed, or (ketches and fragments of trades, be- 
gun for amufement, and chiefly left unfinilh- 
ed ; the author himfelf having judged them 
unequal to the public expe&ations excited by 
his high reputation. There may have been 
works of more importance ; but foon after 
his deceafe, all his writings were demanded, 
and retained for (bme time, by thofe who 
had legitimate authority for fo doing ; and 
were afterwards returned in the exact num* 

i 

ber and (late in which they now remain. So 
that it feems as if this article (hould be 
wholly omitted in your work. 

Permit me to enjoy that enviable place 
which you have been pleafed to aflign me in 
your good heart, and believe me to be always 
jinalterably with due re(pe£t, &c. 

Vienpa, June 13, 17^8- 



\ 

LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAME. 

At length the cuftom-houfe officers, after 
condemning and rejecting all my demands 
and enquiries, have produced the little parcel 
with the dialogues of Phocion fo long de- 
tained ; and convi&ed of their irregularity 

c 3 and 
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and negligence, have fent it to my houfe 
when I defpaired of ever receiving it ; but 
accompanied with fuch childifh excufes, as 
were much worfe than the fault. 

I indulged my impatience by the immedi- 
ate perufal of the book, and have ran over 
five of the dialogues and the greateft part of 
the notes. I would not poftpone writing till 
I had finilhed reading the whole work, be- 
caufe I was unwilling to let a port depart 
ere 1 had acknowledged the receipt of your 
Valuable prefent, in order to prevent you 
from kindly bellowing upon me another 
copy, on the fuppohtion that the nrft was 
loft. I fhall not now enter on the merit of 
the original (r) ; I muft confefs that the great 
truths which thefe dialogues enforce are 
well known ; but befides their being fuch as 
cannot be too often repeated, elegance and 
learning give them the graces of novelty, 
I cannot help admiring the excellent dift 
pofition of the happy tranflator’s mind and 
heart, who though able to produce architypes 
of his own, tranfported by the love of hu- 

fc') Entretiens de Phocion fur le rapport dt la morale 
avtc la politique, publilhed by the Abbe Mably, 1763, in 
which work, though not written by Phocion, the fenti- 
ments of this illuftrious Greek are well fupportcd. 

manitv. 



Digitized by Google 




( 2 3 ) 

inanity, could not refrain from undertaking 
a labour fo much below his faculties, for the 
love of truth, and the defire of communicat- 
ing it. I congratulate you on the accom- 
plifhment of this work, and full of that af- 
fection which you ftudy to propagate among 
mankind, I remain refpeCtfully, &c. 

Vieana, June 23, 1768. 



LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I perceive, moft reverend Sir, from the 
effeCts of your laft letter, which announces 
to me the honour which the members of the 
academy della Crufca have deigned to confer 
upon me, by admitting me of their body, 
how little I knew myfelf, and that my former 
power of fupprefling all ambitious views had 
loft its efficacy. It feems now, that inftead 
of contracting my wifhes and hopes, that I 
may venture to extend them ; finding myfelf 
fortunately decked with the participation of 
that fplendor, with which this illuftrious in- 
ftitution has not only dignified its mem- 
bers, but all Italy, Having had the power, 
by the force of your friendlhip and affeCtion 
c 4 unfolicited 
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unfolicited to procure me this diftinguifhed 
honour, I muft entreat you to paint to my 
venerated colleagues, in all the warm colour- 
ing of your native eloquence, not only my 
joy on this occafion, but my moft fincere 
fentiments of refpeCt and gratitude : nor muft 
you forget to reprefent to yourfelf how much 
my debts of gratitude to you are encreafed 
by this recent and moft obliging manifefta- 
tion of your friendly zeal. 

To judge with chriftian charity of our 
neighbour, as it is my duty and intereft to 
do, I have the pleafure to believe, that the 
frequent calls for my laft production are 
lymptoms of affeCtion and partiality ; but if 
I lhould derive this eagernefs from a left 
flattering fource, I fhould ftill have the fatif- 
fa&ion of afcribing it to that friendlhip with 
which I am honoured, and have authority to 
boaft, 

Vienna, September 19, 1768, 



There are feveral other letters to Monfignor 
Fabroni after he was Bifhop of Pift, which 
though full of that urbanity and politenefs 
with which the poet treated men of letters 
in general with whom he correfponded ; yet, 

as 
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ns they contain no fentiments or criticifm of 
importance to literature, their infertion here 
feems unneceffary. 

The following correfpondence was ob- 
truded upon our bard, by a perfon whole 
name feems never to have reached his eyes 
or ears, before the arrival of the letter which 
produced the fubfequent reply. 



LETTER VIII. 

TO THE ABATE D. GIUSEPPE AURELIO 
MORANI. 

Being perfectly ignorant of the fituation 
of the perfon with whom I correfpond, he is 
intreated to afiure himfelf, that it will not be 
from difrefped, but want of information, if 
I fhould omit any of the formala due to hi$/ 
rank and circumftances. 

After the perufal of Sig. Giufeppe Aurelio 
Morani’s moft elegant letter, I cannot be 
jniftaken in regarding him as a young man 
pf great application, genius, and learning; and 
poffefled of that knowledge in the Greek and 
Roman claflics, at which few arrive in riper 
y^ears. I congratulate my delightful Par- 
tbenope (Naples) in the having given you 

birth : 
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birth: an honour in which by the right of long 
refidencc, and a thoufand ties of gratitude, I 
take a part. But the courteous D. Giufeppe 
is extremely mirtaken in the too partial opi- 
nion which he has conceived of me. My 
talents are much more limited than he ima- 
gines : never having arrived at luch profound 
learning or merit of other kinds as to be able 
to entertain convivas cultores , or claim a place 
in lauto bofpitio. With refpe6t to genius, 
father Apollo has treated me with a gene- 
rofity not above the common, and, in other 
refpe&s, has not diftinguilhed me from my 
brethern. Senfible, however, of the merit of 
£). Giufeppe, I gratefully thank him for his 
obliging wifhes for my prolperity, and am 
with true efteem, &c. 

Vienna, 1766. 



' LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

As your firft letter infpired me with ideas 
of your genius and cultivated talents, the 
lecond, which I now anfwer, convinces me 
of the candour, moderation, and other un- 
*• common virtues with which your heart is 

. furnished : 
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fumifhed : internal qualities which I regard 
as more worthy of being honoured, than the 
ifplendor of external circumfhmces, which 
are the mere capricious gifts of fortune. If 
I had not in common your ideal parent 
(PeniaJ 1 fhould give you very different 
proofs of my efteem, than thefe vain officious 
expreffions. And as you think you have not 
exaggerated this metaphorical confanguinity, 
I with you to refledl, that the wretched man is 
he to whom the necefiary fupports of life are 
wanting, qtiibus doleat natura negatis. The 
poor, he who procures thefe neceffaries from 
the generofity of others. He who poffeffes 
a competency, is able to provide for his own 
wants. And he whofe means exceed that 
power, is opulent. If you with to find my 
jplace, it mu ft be in the fecond of thefe four 
claffes, where I fhould fuffer with ftill greater 
refignation the rigourous juftice which pro- 
vidence renders to moderate abilities, if I did 
not frequently feel the privation of the 
greateft pleafure granted to mortals, the 
power of conferring benefits on the worthy. 
Add to this, that living in a climate where 
literature is not reckoned among the mer- 
~ chandife of fociety, my infufficiency is like- 

wile 
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wife extended to thofe kind offices, which 
clfewhere perhaps would not be ufelefs. 

With relpeCfc to my immortal mailer, 
Gravina, he publilhed before his deceafe, all 
thofe works which he thought would con- 
tribute to his fame. The reft were never 
defigned for the prefs, though fordid editors, 
have counteracted his intentions : fo that in- 
quiries after them are as vain, as the aflaults 
of his detractors, from whofe fangs he is as 
fafe as every man mult be, who like him is 
tot us teres, atque rotundas, 

Notwithftanding the narrow limits of my 
fituation, if you could fuggeft to me an 
opportunity of manifefting my zeal for your 
fervice, I lhall do it with that fmcere and 
cordial efteem with which I am, and ever 
fliall continue, &c. 

Vienna, September 24, 1766, 



LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

You mult not wonder, my dear Sig, 
Morani , at the tardinefs or brevity of my 
apfwer to your molt obliging letter of laft 
3 December, 
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£)fccember. A great number of indifpenhble 
letters, together with the capricious ftate of 
my health, oblige me to defer, and fometimes 
entirely deprive me of the pleafure I ftiould 
have in correfponding with perfons whom I 
efteem and love, and from whofe forbearance 
I promife myfelf the greateft indulgence* 
But this involuntary negligence, efpecially 
When there is no bufinefs in queftion, ought 
ftot to diminilh the credit of a perfe# cor- 
refpondende, with thofe who have a mutual 
affedtion for each other. Do me the juftice 
to believe, in fpite of circumftances, that im- 
prefled with a partiality for your talents and 
character, I (hall ever remain invariably 
yours* 



Metaftafio begins every fubfequent letter 
to this Abate, by an apology for not writing to 
him more frequently; which though reafon- 
able, ingenious, and well-turned, in the ori- 
ginal, would appear monotonous and infipid 
in another language. I fhall therefore ex- 
tra# from thefe letters, the moil interefting 
paflages on other fubjefls than his own delin- 
quency as an irregular correfpondent. 

In 
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In 1 769, Sig. Morani wifhed him to enfef 
the lifts among the champions for Italian 
literature, in oppofition to the French, who 
on all occafions arrogantly claimed the fupre- 
macy. After excufing himfelf for inability 
to keep up a regular correlpondence with his 
friends, he fays — “ from thefe involuntary 
omiflions, you may judge whether I Ihould 
be able to apply mvfelf to the parallel which 
you propofe between the French and Italian 
literature : a work of great labour, for any 
one who ihould not with to decide imperti- 
nently, without furnilhing folid reafons on 
both fides. Nor am I more able to obey 
you, in transmitting the MSS. you requeft, 
which being merely intended to affift my 
own memory, merit not tranfcription, or the 
honour of appearing before the public ; nor 
will they ever fee the light, though curiofity 
has been awakened by Sig. Diodati publilh- 
ing the letter in which I inconfiderately 
mentioned them ( d ).” 

In the next letter to the Abate Morani , 
in anfwer to a queftion, whether a French 
tranflation of Metaftafio’s works was pub- 

(</) Sec the letter to Diodati above, p. 306. 

liftied 

1 
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llfhed at Vienna, he fays : “It is not at 
Vienna but at Paris, that a tranflation of 
my works in the French language has 
appeared ; but having had an unfavourable 
account of this verfion by thofe who have 
feen it, I have carefully avoided the perufal, 
in order to fhun the ri(k of becoming 
ungrateful to him who has given fuch a pub- 
lic, proof of partiality to my writings by 
tranflating them. It wouid by no means 
become me arrogantly to decide, as you 
wifh me, whether Corneille or Racine has 
the primacy on the French theatre. The 
natives find all the grandeur of Sophocles in 
the firft, and all the truth of Euripides in 
the fecond. The one filling the mind of 
the fpettator with the moft magnificent 
ideas, and the other agitating the heart 
with the moft tender affections : hence thefe - 
two artifts have arrived at equal excellence, 
but by different roads. However, Corneille 
cannot be denied the great merit of having 
pointed out the path which his rival 
purfued. ” 1770. 

“ If you would read without fcruple, 
Pope's FJfay on Man, I recommend to you 
the excellent tranflation in terza rima , lately 
publifhed by Count Giuf, Maria Ferrero di 

Latiriano. 
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Lauriano. In the judicious, chriftian, aii<J 
learned notes with which he has illuftrated 
the work, you will fee the innocence of the 
original evidently proved. You will find 
in Pope a great poet, and a deep philofo- 
pher; but not fuch axioms as are lieceflary 
to fupport his own fyftem. ” 

Though it has been faid that Metaftafio, 
unwilling to hear of death, permitted no 
one even to mention it before him ; yet he 
frequently complains to his correfpondents 
of his having too many Olympiads on his 
ihoulders. And in a letter to the Abate 
Morani, in 1771, when he was in his 74th 
year, he fays : ** The ftate of my health, 
though not exactly what I wifh it, is much 
better than I have a right to expert. As to 
my occupations, when the commands of my 
lovereign allow me to choofe them, I, like 
your favourite Cicero, have recourfe ad Lit- 
terulas ; not with the hopes of fame or pro- 
fit, but to keep off the tadium vita, and to 
march to the end of my journey as flow as 
poffible. ” 

In a fubfequent letter to the fame Abate, 
in anfwer to his enquiries concerning the 
poet’s tranflation of Horace’s Ars Poetica , 
he fays : “ Not only my tranflation in Italian 

verfc 
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verfe of the Poetics of Horace, with ±he 
notes which feem^d neceflary, but an extract* 
of that of Ariftotle, with obfervations, 
which rendered the talk more tedious and 
laborious, have been entirely finilhed a con- 
fiderable time. And 1 have exadled the 
premium of my fatiguing occupation in 
imagining, that there was fome merit in 
having employed my leifure without remorfe. 
However, it has never been my intention to 
trouble the public with thefe labours : and 
if even temptation fhould take me by fur- 
prife, it would be neceflary, ere they ap- 
peared, rigourouflv to examine what I have 
written : a work to me entremely difagree- 
able. At prefent, both deep in my port- 
folio, fecure, at leaft, from infult, while they 
are unknown. You fee, that to comply with 
your requeft, I mull vanquifh my irrefolute 
and perverfe difpofition ; and you know that 

n 1.1 ... K ,n v . 

Che cangiai di natura 
E'imprtfa troppo dura > 

The tafk is hard for human creature 
T o change propenfities of nature, y, 

“ The tragedies of mv immortal bene- 

O J .. 

ficent mailer, are fiifficient to prove what 
philofophy and immenfe learning the writer 
vol. in. d poflefled. 
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poftefled. He has executed what he pro- 
pofed : that is, to give u# an idea of the 
Greek theatre. If, in after-times, the enor- 
mous change of manners renders them in- 
conliftent with the prefent reigning tafte, it 
cannot be aferibed to him as a fault, becaufe 
to flatter it was not his intention.” 

The particular occalion of the following 
letter does not appear; there feems, however, 
to be fome degree of vaticination in it, 
which reminds us more of the prelent times, 
than of the period when it was written. 



LETTER XI. 



TO A ROMAN PRINCE. (PRINCE GIIIGI.) 

The ft range and univerfal ferment in 
which iacred and profane tilings are now 
thrown, throughout the known world, affords 
little hope that the crifts of its termination 
is near at hand. The fire has long been 
burning in fecret, but the fuel is weak, and 
the humours are too heterogeneous to produce 
an equilibrium. The objedt of thofe who 
might give us repofe, is innovation, not 
tranquillity. Hence, to regulate and reoxqe 
to order the enormous confufton of fo dark a 

_ I f - .... 

chaos* 
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chaos, feems to want nothing 4efs than om- 
Dipotence, which needs only fay, fiat lux , 
for light to appear. I hope thefe gloomy 
thoughts proceed from the vice of my own 
temperament, and a natural propenfity to 
deplore the prefent, and exalt the part. 
But it is very certain, that all great revolu- 
tions and changes of ancient fyftems, (evert 
if it were certain that pofterity would be 
benefitted by them) are ever fatal to the un- 
happy mortals, who are condemned to be 
Ipectators of the conflift. 

Vienna, 1767. 



In the following letters, he delcribes hisdiA 
trels at the imminent danger into which his 
Patronefs, the Eniprefs Queen, was thrown 
by the fmall-pox, with which {he was feized 
at the lame time as the Emperor Jofeph’s 
firft conform to whom the difeafe was fatal. 



LETTER III. 



TO A FRIEND AT MILAN. 

From the defcription which I have given 
you of the premature death of this fovereign, 

d 2 an 
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and of the extreme danger into which my 
Patronefs was thrown at the fame time, you 
may conceive how pungent muft have been 
my affliction, at thefe mournful events. It was 
eafy to read in my countenance, the inter- 
nal agitation of my mind ; nor was there a 
{ingle perfon from whom I could conceal 
it. My confufion, my tears, the being con- 
tinually in the gallery of the imperial palace, 
and perpetually making enquiries of the 
phyficians and ladies of the court, concern- 
ing the {fate of my Patronefi’s health, too 
plainly difcovered to the crowd of cour- 
tiers, my confufion and excefs of grief. I 
fincerely aflure you, my dear friend, that 
among the many fad cataflrophes to which 
I have been fubjeffc during fixty-nine years, 
this would have been the mofl terrible, if it 
had not pleafed divine providence to hear 
the fervent prayers of her fiobje£!s. 

: Vienna, 1767* 
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LETTER XIII. 

TO PADRE PAZZONI, MAESTRO DI 
CAPELLA, IN SIENA. 

Though I cannot, without manifeft 
ingratitude, doubt of your affe&ion, yet 
every confirmation of it which you kindly 
give me, has all the grace and efficacy of 
novelty. I fhould be totally inl'enfible, not 
to be pleafed with the perufal of your lafl 
letter, in which is difplayed at once, all the 
candour and opennefs of your good heart, and 
the honoured and enviable place which I 
occupy in it : a place of which I have gi eat 
reafon to be jealous and proud. With this 
confidence, not doubting of the fimilarity of 
our fentiments, I muft entreat you tQ come 
to an explanation with this generous, and 
worthy lady, by whofe partiality I am no 
Jefs confufed than pleafed. Firfl begin by y 
afferting my infinite gratitude and relpeft j 
and then proceed to implore her to (pare me 
the mortification of feeing in print, as fhe 
intends, any of my familiar letters. The 
public merits refpedt from all, and particu- 
larly from myfelf ; nor can I have the 

p 3 courage 
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courage to expedt from it that indulgence 
with which I am honoured by my friends. 
The major part of my letters having been 
, written in hafte, were never read by myfelf, 
and God knows how many repetitions, trivi- 
alities, and negligences, I fhould be con- 
demned to blulh for. I have fufficient mo- 
tives to fear for myraoll laboured works ; and 
I beg of her not to encreafe the number of 
thofe fears unneceffarily. Unite, therefore, 
your friendly folicitations with my own, to 
prevail on this lady, my protedtrefs, not to 
put her defign in pradtice, — tell her that it 
would be an infult, not a favour, to oblige an 
Jroneft man to quit his bed-room, and 
expofe himfelf publicly, in his night-gown - 
and flippers. 

Adieu, my dear friend. I abfolutely de- 
pend on your friendfhip, to prevent this 
dreaded publication. But at the fame time, 
do not conceal the gratitude with which I 
am impreffed by the obliging, and favour- 
able, though ill-founded opinion, which has 

given birth to this idea. 

Vienna, January 29, 1767. 



There is no date to the following letter ; 
but it leems to have been written about this 

time, 
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time, when tjie poet was opprefled by forced 
loans of his time and opinions, to authprs, 
whole works 

“ With fad civility, he fat, and read 

With honeft anguilh, and an aching head.”— • 

Bafet by wits, an undiflinguiih’d race. 

Who firft his judgment afle, and then a place.” — 

Pope. 

But the Italian bard more patient and lefs 
peevilh .than the Englilh, brulhes off his tor- 
ynentors gently, and jdifrnifTes them in 
good humour. His reputation, however, 
mult fometimes have fuffered on the fide of 
fincerity, or good tafte, where his j r lifes of 
obfeure authors, which were always inftant- 
ly publilhed by thofe on whom they were 
bellowed, bordered on hyperbole. Whether 
the lonnets, mentioned in the following let- 
ter, delieryed the encomiums bellowed upon 
them by the Imperial Laureat, we know not, 
$s they, and even the name of their author, 
feem equally unknown in the literary world. 



I? 4 LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 

TO THE CAVALIER ANTON- FILIPPO 
ADAMI. 

I shall not dwell long on the exceflive 
expreffions of efteem with which you honour 
me, in order to efcape the difagreeable talk 
of defending mylelf from the affaults of 
vanity, which might inliduoufly feduce me, 
coming from fuch high authority. I am 
abafhed by your too favourable opinion ; yet 
I (hall not attempt to undeceive you, fearing 
to (hake the foundation of the friendfhip 
which you offer me, aijd which I wifh to 
deferve. » 

I have perufed, and re-perufed, the fonnets 
which you have been pleafed. Sir, to commu- 
nicate to me, and always with juft admira- 
tion. I have found in them all, force, dig- 
nity 'of ftyle, deep learning, lively fancy, 
and above all, that unity, proportion, and 
correfpondence of the feveral parts, which 
diftinguifh an inhabitant of Parnaflus from a 
paflenger. Though I am pleafed with them 
all, the fonnets upon ^providence have ftruck 
me the moll. Perhaps the countenance of 
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thefe being lefs auftere, diftinguifhes them, 
when compared with their companions. 
Your highly polifhed produftions, whenev e 
you fhall be p leafed to communicate them to 
me, will always be received with pleafure. 
And if you accompany them with any com- 
mands, you will greatly gratify my impa- 
tience to convince you of the relpeft and 
obedience with which you have infpired me. 

The following letters to an author, who 
forced the poet into a correfpondence, by 
prefenting to him his works without previ- 
ous acquaintance or introduftion, will per- 
haps make the reader wonder that he never 
heard of fo accomplifhed a writer. 

LETTER XV. 

• s , 

T.O THE ABATE SILVIO BALBIS OF SALUZZO. 

You mull not imagine that the juft tri- 
bute of praife which I lincerely beftow on 
the magnificent poetical epiftle which you 
have been pleafed to fend me, is the effef! 
of the gratitude due to you for your exceffive 
partiality, Its own merit has no occafion to 
be fupported or exalted by the fecret influ- 
ence of my fel|-love. Therefore, 1 feparate 
‘ ' 1 the 
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the debts of the one from the other, and 
allure yourfelf, that truth and juftice 
oblige me to confefs, what I could not with- 
out remorfe deny, that I have not for a 
long time feen a compofition which has 
given me equal pleafure. The clear, noble,, 
harmonious felicity of ftyle, and the con- 
nexion and choice of your thoughts, make 
me regard as portentous, the maturity of the 
produdtions of fo young a writer. If your 
.circumiflances and fituation, of which I am 
ignorant, allow you with prudence to chul'e 
a ftudy among the ufeful and glorious, unite 
yourfelf in the ftridt bonds of friendlhip with 
the mufes, and I wilj be anfwerable for the 
diftinguifhed and elevated rank at w'hich you 
will foon arrive in Parnaffus. Having 
afforded me fo fair an occafion fpr admir- 
ing your talents, afford me likewife that of 
ferving you, and believe me to be, with juft 
efteem and acknowledgment, &c. 

. 4 i I ^ 7 

Vienna, March 12, 1761. 



The liibfequent letters to the fame cor- 
refpondent, contain further encomiums on 
his writings. Metaftafio lent this Abate a 
copy of his feveral dramas, previous to 
general publication ; and he feems to have 
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merited this diftindlion, not only as his admi- 
rer, but champion ; as the poet in one of 
his letters, “ thanks him and the ladies and 
gentlemen of Saluzzo for defending his poor 
dramas from the injuries which they daily fuf- 
fer in all the theatres of Europe, from thofe 
ignorant and vain vocal heroes and heroines, 
who having fubftituted the imitation of 
flageolets and nightingales to human affec- 
tions, render the Italian ftage a national 
difgrace, in the opinion of thofe countries 
which have been obliged to us for all their 
knowledge of the art.” 

This alludes to the abridging and chang- 
ing the feenes and airs of his dramas, t$ 
humour the caprice of fingers, \yho disre- 
garding charadter, place, and propriety, not 
only in PajHccio operas, but in every other, 
where no fcruple is made to introduce an 
Aria cf abilita , or di bravura , which has been 
applauded in a former drama, without the 
leaft attention to the preceding recitative, or 
bufinefs of the feene. Thefe airs taken out of 
their original niche, when tranflated in the 
books of the opera, continue toinclinethe good 
people of England to imagine the words of 
an opera to be all nonfenfe', and that even 

the mufical dramas of Metaftafio are as ab- 

§•1' . I * _ 
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ford and fubjeft to ridicule, as thofe which 
Addifon has deicribed with fo much plea* 
iantrv, in the Spectator. 

Reciprocation of compliments of the high- 
cft kind, fecms, about this time, to have 
parted between the poet and Signor D. Bal- 
dajfarre Pcpadia. Though we have never 
feen the letters of this correlpondent, wc 
may judge pf his reverence and partiality for 
Metaftaiio, by the anfwers to them, which 
for elegance and urbanity, appear to merit 
tranflation and inlertion, as much as any let- 
ters of the kind in the collection, 

* • 

J 

TETTER XVI. 

TO SIGNOR D. BALDASSARRE PAPADTA. 

It would be necertary to portels all the 
•rtoical infenfibility of Zeno and Ckanthes y 
long to refill: the temptations of vanity, with 
which you aflfail the moderation which I 
ought to poflefs, in fpeaking of my dear Par- 
thenopc. (Naples.) But you, Sir, by an 
obliging impulfc of arteftion, have endea- 
voured to give it a great rtiock. God for- 
give you. All that you deferibe in your 
elegant lette'r, and all you imagine in your 

a fubjimp 
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fublime Sonnet, not only exceed the Harrow 
limits of my merit, but confpire to deprive 
me of the true knowledge of myfelf. Hea- 
ven knows what will be the confequence of 
luch feducing praifes, addrdfed to a poet! 
However, amidft all this danger, I canuot 
help congratulating myfelf for the good for- 
tune which has procured me fuch valuable 
friends ; whofe judgment, however partial, 
will help to fupport my credit. I wifli your 
great poetical vigour and noble imagination, 
which have appeared fo manifeft in the nar- 
row compafs of fourteen lines, materials 
more proportioned to their powers than the 
gratuitous praifes bellowed on me. And 
lhall be anxious to fecure your efteem by the 
gratitude and relpedlful affedlion with which 
you have infpired, youn, -&c. 

Vienna, December 12, 1768. 



LETTER XVII. 

. f... j. 1. • ; . . ,<v. 

TO THE SAME. 

The juftice which I render your poetical 
talents,, does not deferve the excefftv© grati-f 
tude which you have -expreffed in your lail 
obliging letter. But it has ferved to dif- 
' cover 
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cover that laudable and uncommon modera- 
tion, which is more frequently found in 
thole who have atchieved honourable anci 
difficult enterprifes, than in fuch as twang 
the ufelefs lyre. 

I am pleafed at your having chofen a 
Ipecies of poetry which precifely requires 
that clear, harmonious fweetnefs, facility, 
and elegant fimplicity, to which you were by 
nature at firft, vilibly inclined. I wiffi with 
folicitude for the arrival of the complete 
edition of your works ; and am, in fpite of 
the laconic brevity to which my laborious 
bufmefs of writing condemns me, &c. 

Vienna, February 20, 1769. 



LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Truly fenf^ble of the partiality with which 
you honour rrie, by the communication of the 
two paftoral Eclogues which you have lauda- 
bly undertaken to write on the illuftrious 
model of the Sicilian and Mantuan bards, I 
■<>eg your acceptance of my moll grateful 
acknowledgments. But your obliging par- 
tiality exceeds all bounds, if you fuppofe me 
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to be fufficiently qualified, or courageous, to 
afiTume the office of corrector. I am not fo 
deplorably ignorant of myfelf ; and if, un- 
fortunately, I were, nature would oppofic me 
in fuch an ill-adviied undertaking. If ypur 
virtuous modefty . requires criticifm, and 
counfel, in your poetical labours, how can 
you ever fail to find them in your native 
city, the nurfe of fo many rare and fublime 
geniufes, and in which the mules have 
eftablilhed their favourite refidence? Iforgive, 
however, this courteous infult, as it mani- 
fefts your blindnefs to my inability. 

Vienna, May ii, 1769. 



Signor Papadia having folicited Metaftafio 
to confide to him fome of his profe writings, 
mentioned in his Letter to Diodati, particu- 
larly his extra&s and remarks on the Poetics 
of Arifiotle, he declines complying with this 
requeft, on account of the confufed and 
incorre£t ftate in which tHefe papers had 
long remained. But in anfwer to another 
application from the fame correfpondent, 
we have in the following letter, the difcuf- 
fion of a curious queftion in ancient Mytho- 
logy. 

L E T- 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO SIG. PAPADIA. 

After having confulted the oracle of our' 
times, the learned Sig. Martoretti , to whom 
I have recourfe myfelf, for the folution of 
literary difficulties, with what confcience 
Could you expedt from me, deep information 
concerning the facrifices of the ancients to 
their divinity Cupid ? Do you wifh to tempt 
me to be guilty of temerity ? If that was 
your motive, you committed a great mifi* 
take : as my ruling defedl militates mofl 
powerfully againft fuch fedudlion. After 
you have applied to my dear and much 
refpedled Sig. Martorelli , what can I do but 
repeat what he has faid ; that I remember 
no treatife ex profejfo on the fubjedt propofed. 
If it be afked what were the offerings and 
facrifices of the ancients to Venus; you 
mufl yourfelf recoiled!, that they were innu- 
merable rofes, myrtles, incenfe, fifh, fhells, 
doves, and I know not what, Nor can it 
have efcaped you, that Lucian, in one of 
his meretricious dialogues, will have it, that 
a white female kid (of goat) was facrificed 
• - T 'to 
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to the popular Venus ; and to the celeftial, 
a Female calf ; but ' if you afk the fame 
queilion with regard to Cupid, it will be 
more difficult for me to anfwer. Ih that 
moift abundant mythological prompter of 
"Natalis Comes , where the flowers, trees, 
bnd animals dedicated to each particular 
deity of the Pagans, are carefully fpecrfied, 
Cupid is omitted. But what is Rill worfe, I 
am not fure that this God, fo univerfally 
adored, ever had a Temple in any place 
dedicated folely to his fetvice. I nevef 
remember to have heard or read that he had 
one in Rome ; and Nardini , the moft dili- 
gent invefligator and illuRrator of the fmall- 
eft Rone in that city, gives us ho informa- 
tion on this fubjeft. We might indeed fuf- 
fpedt, that there was one in Greece, in the 
city of Phefpia, as Paufaiiias in Bceoticis , 
aflerts, that Cupid was there adored with 
peculiar veneration ; but he makes no men- 
tion of any particular edifice there that was 
confecrated to him : nor where that won- 
derful work of Praxitiles, the celebrated mar- 
ble Ratue of Cupid, was placed, that Cajus 
caufed to be tranfported from Thefpia to Rome, 
which Claudius lent back to Greece ; and 
which being laRly recondu&ed to Rome by 
Vol, hi. e order 
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order of Nero, periflied there afterwards, in 
the flames. Perhaps fome of the hiftorians 
who treat of the a£tions of this Emperor 
may inform us where it was placed at 
Rome, and with what facred ceremonies 
-the Romans had received it. But as fuch 
i amorous refearches are more analogous to 
your time of life than mine, to you I fhall 
abandon the enterprife. 

The prefent of your Theocritus which you 
kindly intend me, will be moft gratefully 
received ; and I hope you will foon find a 
■rapid conveyance for it, which will fecond 
my impatience. In the mean time, put my 
obedience to any teft you pleafe, within the 
limited, fphere of my activity, and believe 
me conftantly, See. > 

Vienna, March 12, 1770. 



» . * , *- 1 ' r 

In a fubfequent letter to Sig. Papadia , 
Metaftafio acknowledges the receipt of his 
paftoral Eclogues ; of which he fays : “ I am 
highly pleafed to hear again the ancient 
fweet pipe of the amorous fhepherd of 
Siracufe, managed by your lips : and the 
facility with which you play upon it, thanks 
to the analogy between you, authorizes me 

to 
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to hope, that you will not let it again long 
remain mute, dully, and ufelels.” ' 

. He afterwards {peaks of other pallorals 
received from this author : “ full of inno- 
cence, and yet noble, replete with fmiling 
images, and nourilhed by the Bucolic genius 
of the Greeks and Romans, of which even 
the language is become familiar to you.” 
This correfpondence continued till the year 
1781. 



r 

END OF THE FIRST SECTION.' 



I 
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SECTION It. 

■A.m6ng Metaftafio’s correfpondents, to 
whom his letters are preferred, there are 
many female writers, and women of talents; 
who ambitious of his counfel, or, at leaft of 
his praife, fent him their works. Though 
he did not feem to alpire at thefe honours, 
yet he received them with due politenefs 
and gallantry. We have already given 
jpecimens of the tendernefs with which he 
perufed and revifed the writings of Signora 
Accarigi ( e ). 

The following letter to a lady who had 
feiat him a copy of verfes under the feigned 
academical name of Ifidea Egirena , or chal- 
lenge to a poetical intercourfe, is fo polite, 
Iportive, and gallant, that it is difficult to 
imagine it to have been written, even by » 
poet, at the age of fixty-nine. 

( e ) This alludes to a letter written in 177-4. ; but thr 
corrcfpondcnce continued to 1776. 



LET- 
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BETTER L 

1 

TO SIGNORA MARIA FORTUNA. 

Whether the beautiful Stanzas addreffed 
to me, and delivered by the common poft, 
are the production of a (hepherd or fhep- 
herdefs, they will always excite my wonder • 
and gratitude. They are fo replete with 
good fenfe and candour, and fupported by 
fuch a fweet, noble, clear and harmonious 
facility, that the writer has no occafion to 
mitigate critical rigqur by the refpeCt due 
to the fair fex. I profefs myfelf infinitely 
obliged to whomever is the author. But if, 
as my felf-iove inclines me to believe, it is 
truly the production of a female pen, I beg 
the ingenious, obliging fhepherdefs, who 
has done me fueh honour, to forgive my 
doubts, and not to treat them with difdain, 
as they arife from that uncommon merit 
which exalts her above her peers.. Nor let 
her condemn my difeourtefy, if I decline 
folicitiitg my jaded mufe to furnifh me with 
a reply-— In the firft place, fhe is not now 
Co ready at the call of an old hufband, as 
formerly, at that of a young lover. And befides 

£ 3 this, 
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this, fate having placed me, though unwor- 
thy, at the foot of the Jmperial throne, has 
procured me, and ftill procures, fuch fre- 
quent poetical challenges, that the duty of 
anfwering them, would have robbed me of 
the time neceffary to my employment, if I 
had not from the beginning, though fbme- 
times unwillingly, declined reciprocation.—- 
And if at prefent I were to change my 
iyftem, I fhould incur the juft indignation of 
all thofe whom I have hitherto involuntarily 
negle&ed. Suffer me therefore, if not in 
the language of the Gods, at leaft in one 
more familiar to truth, to affure you, that 
I have the honour to be, with the moft 
grateful and pcrfeft efteem, &c. 

Vienna, November , 1767. 



LETTER II. 

4 

JiisBLb ••• r, ? c 

TO SIGNORA GIACINTA BETTI ONOFEI, 

AT BOLOGNA. 

For 'many folid reafons too long to be 
detailed here, it will not be in my power to 
fecond your ardent wifhes in the work you 
mention. Receive at leaft kindly, my dear 
Signora Giacinta, the counfel that I fhajl 
1 venture 
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venture to give you. The merit of the fub-’ 
je£l which you have to celebrate in your 
native language, cannot be exprefled with 
due energy by any one whofe mind is not 
impreffed with it in the lively manner which 
you feem to feel. Boldly, therefore, take 
your pen, and be allured, that your extraor- 
dinary talents, animated by that ardour which 
reigns throughout your letter, will fuggeft 
ideas to you; which can never prefent them- 
lelves to the cold imagination, even of a 
great poet. Nothing is impoffible to your 
abilities; and I feel myfelf already dilpofed 
to admire them, even in this new enterprife. 

Vienna, September 26, 1768. 



LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. 

The obliging manner in which you have 
informed me of the new Hate into which 
you will have entered when this letter 
arrives, is an amiable inftance of your 
regard. The laudable qualities, with which 
you are well acquainted, of the ipoule 
whom providence has deftined for you, are 
the moll certain means of tranfmuting your, 

E 4 perhaps, 
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perhaps tqp lively quicklilver into gold, and 
to Conftitute all the felicity of which we are 
capable. This is not only what I wilh, but 
boldly predial : certain that you will co- 
operate on your part in procuring it, and 
not draw on yourfelf all the blame of a, 
failure. 

A long letter would ill correfpond with 
your prefent gay occupations : allure your- 
felf therefore of my fincere wilhes for your 
happiuefs, and believe me invariably yours. 

Vienna, February a, 1769. 

is * 

LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your acquaintance, moll: amiable Sig- 
nora Giacinta, with my dear Gemello, the 
Cavalier Brofchi, is a new motive for the 
eilcreafe of that eileem which I have always 
had for you: as his excellent difeernment 
allures me of the merit of thofe perlons with, 
whom he is in habits of intimacy. And I 
envy you both that mutual enjoyment of 
each other’s company, at which I can never 
afpire. Though Dido is my eldeft daughter* 
I lhall never pardon, her for having been the 

occafioxt 
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occafion of any danger to my beloved Cava- 
lier Brofchi (/). This iindutiful daughter 
has but ill feconded the inclinations of her 
fire, by incommoding perfons that arc fa 
dear to me. I flatter myfelf, however, by 
your account, that the accident had no feri- 
ous confequences : and I beg you to be the 
bearer of my moft affe&ionate withes to this 
worthy friend. 

March 30, 1771. 



Metaftafio’s correlpondence with this lady, 
who was a poetefs, a mufician, and an elec- 
trician, continued till the year 1779. But 
what ftill feems more to have contributed to 
her favour with the Imperial Laurfcat, was her 
refidence at Bologna, and being in friendthip 
with Farinelli ; of whom he takes occafion to 
fpeak with the warmeft and moil cordial 
effe&ion, in almoft all the letters which he 
addrefled to her. 

“ You have obliged me extremely (lays 
he in 1771) my dear Signora Giacinta , by 
honouring me- with the continuance of your 
correfpondence, and alluring me of the afV 

(/) Alluding to a fall at the opera-houfe in Bologna, 
ft rehearial of Didont abbandonata. 

$ fedlioitato 
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feCtionate remembrance which my dear and 
refpeCted friend Sig. Carlo Brofchi retains for 
me, which I return with a mutual and moft 
conftant reciprocation. I love and efteem 
him as much as it is poffible for a man to be 
loved and efteemed, who has fo far furpaffed 
all his peers, not only by his excellence in the 
charming art which he profefled, but by the 
uncommon virtuous qualities of his mind, 
which have rendered him amiable, and ad- 
mirable, in every fituation into which fortune 
has thrown him. Deliver to him in my 
name, I entreat you, ray moll: affectionate 
compliments ; and if the DoCtor, your fpoule 
(whom I devoutly reverence) has no objec- 
tion to the commiffion, give him for me a 
thoufand moft cordial embraces.” 

In another letter to this lady, Ipeaking of 
Farinelli’s magnificent manfion (called a 
palace) at Bologna, he fays : “ my imagina- 
tion has conveyed me to the habitation of 
my dear Gemello, where I have feen the 
fplendid decorations of Nitetti (g) in all the 
perfection which he fuggefted to the ingeni- 
ous artifts he employed ; and in Ipite of the 

(g) This opera was performed in Farinelli’s houfe, with 
the fame decorations with which it was originally repre- 
fented at the court of Spain. 

diltance, 
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diftance, and without the affiftance of a pen- 
cil, poetical fancy ha3 prefented to me the 
amiable figure of Signora Giacinta,..of which 
ffie muft doubtlefs be pofTeffed, in order to 
bear any proportion with the ferenity, grace, 
and vivacity of her mind. Figure to yourfelf 
the pleafure I muft have received from the 
falutations of my beloved friend, procured by 
your means. But I beg you to complete the 
work, and render him, in my ftead, a modeft 
but affe&ionate embrace. 1 have interefted. 
myfelf as I ought, in all the joys and forrows 
which you have been pleafed to communicate 
to me ; and I pray, and hope, that in future, 
fortune may not lb frequently change from 
the firft to the lecond. Take care, my much 
refpe&ed Signora Giacinta, not to truft too 
much to the falacious magic of poetry, when 
you wifh to vanquifh the chilnefs of philofo- 
phy. The inchantments of Parnaflus have 
fome efficacy in the theatre, fupported by 
the harmony of the lyre or trumpet ; bu? are 
totally impotent when we dare to try their 
power beyond the limits of fi&ion. The 
magic which feldom fails, and which moft 
infallibly governs the human heart, is that 
with which nature gratuitoufly furnifhes you 
females, who without poring over bpoks, 

with 
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-with a fmile, a glance, a word, a fludicd neg- 
ligence, perform daily fuch wonders, as the 
grafs-hoppers of Helicon never have nor 
never will atehieve. Seek, therefore, among 
the veffels of your own difpenfary, and you 
will certainly find a fpecific adapted to your 
wants.” 

Such politenefs and gallantry from a man 
in his eightieth year, to a female whom he 
had never feen, and at a period of time fo 
near the total extin&ion of all chivalry , will 
furprife the prefent age, and perhaps offend 
the next. 

This lady, a fmatterer in natural philofo- 
phy and ele&ricity, in a letter tQ Metaflafio, 
having exprelfed her terrors at a flight fhock 
of an earthquake at Bologna, in flrong 
and violent terms, and her tranfports of joy 
on the opportunity which it had afforded foy 
ele&rical experiments to illuflrate the fyflem 
which afcribes to that power this tremendr 
cus^ effedl ; the poet fays \ I know not 
whether I ought to condole or congratulate 
you on this event. In chriflian charity, I 
ought to pray againfl earthquakes, but am 
afraid of offending you by wifhing to deprive 
you of the pleafure of making experiments 
to ^monfWate your favourite fyflem. It 
' ■ - would 
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Would be a curious problem, that by its folu* 
tioii fhould prove, how your happinefs could 
depend on earthquakes ; but then we muft 
have recourfe to philofophy : a name which 
you profcribe, abhor, and deteft. So that in 
this dilemma, I perceive with what caution 
my form of prayer rauft be made, when, at 
the lame time, I implore the extirpation of 
earthquakes, and the folid and daily encreafe 
of that eleflrical power to which you declare 
yoUrfelf indebted for all your felicity.” 

The next literary female correipondent 
who fought the oracular opinion of the poet-, 
in his old age, concerning her works, found 
him ftill more aufpicious to her talents, or* 

•t leaft, her vanity, than to thofe of any one 
of the Sappho family already mentioned, a» 
the following letters will manifeft. 

LETTER V. 

TO SIGNORA DONNA ELEONORA DI FONSECA 
PIMENTEL* 

The poetical efiays, particularly the epr- 
thalamium, of which you have obligingly 
favoured me with a copy, for the noble and 
harmonious facility of the verification, the 

lively ; 
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lively images which animate and colour 
them, as well as for the abundant hiftorical 
and mythological allufions with which they 
are enriched, would be extremely worthy of 
praife in themfelves, apart from all other 
conliderations ; but when we refleCton thefe 
being the firft productions of a lady who has 
fcarcely begun her fourth luftre (26th year) 
their merit is encreafed to fuch a degree, as 
to become marvellous. You have very wifely 
forefeen, that fuch aufurpation of the rights 
of our fex, at my age, might perhaps have 
excited in me lome degree of jealoufy ; but 
with equal ingenuity and courtely, you have 
adminiflered the antidote, by alluring me, 
that you owe all the fermentation ef-'your 
.native poetical fire, to the affiduous perufal of 
my writings. I readily give credit, without 
examination, to this obliging alfertion ; being 
extremely glad to unite to the duty of that 
juftice which I render you, the interell of 
felf-love. Continue to be the honour and 
envy of your fex, by advancing in a way cor- 
refpondent to thefe wonderful beginnings, 
and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, October 9, 1770. 



Two 




( *3 ) 



Two years after, this young lady fends 
him more of her poetical compofitions, which 
are prailed by the veteran Laureat with equal 
warmth and gallantry. Indeed he adds to 
his encomiums the encouraging aflurance, 
that Ihe has greatly furpalTed his expecta- 
tions. 

This correfpondence continued till the 
year 1776; and he not only perfeveres in 
praifing her productions, but, at her earneft 
requeft, revifes, and correCts lmall gram- 
matical errors and poetical inaccuracies ; a 
talk to which he had always great repug- 
nance, well knowing how much eafier it is 
to praife a bad poem, than correCt it. 

But this lady not only confulted the bard, 
as the oracle of Apollo, ;with refpeCt to her 
poetical compofitions, but as the oracle of 
Delphos, in other important concerns ; par- 
ticularly on the fubjeCt of travelling, which 
is big with fuch inconvenience and danger 
to females, that Ihe feems in the letter, to 
which the following is an anfwer, to have 
wilhed herfelf of the other fex. 



LET 
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LETTER VI. 

. TO SIGNORA PIMENTEL. 

At the firft fight of your laid moft oblig* 
ing letter, I wifhed (in Ipite of my pacific 
difpofition) for a good dole of Arehilochean 
bile, to furnifh me with a torrent of vene- 
molis lambics agaiftft that evil genius, which 
having fo long exercifed his wicked power 
over the innocent hand of the gentle Donna 
Eleonora , has malicioufly defrauded me of the 
plealure of her correfpondence. But upon a 
fecond perufal, and maturely confidering this 
very lively letter, I find it abound with filch 
excellent ideas, and feducing expreffions, 
which, being unable in confidence to apply to 
rUyfelf, I am obliged to afcribe my happinefs 
to that inconvenient and painful accident *, 
which like the banks of a river, had doubled 
the force of your ufiial eloquence. This 
true indu&ion, indeed narrows the limits of 
my- vanity, but not of my gratitude ; of 
Which the partiality of a courteous inhabitant 

* The lady had hurt her hand by a fall, which had oc- 
cafioned her long filence. * 

' of 
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t>f Parnaflus, who chufes me for the object of 
her poetical flights, exa<5ls a very large por- 
tion. But remember, moft amiable Donna 
Eleonora, that it is not always fafe to truft to 
the light fuggeftions of fancy in your poetical 
paroxifms. What an unjuft and ungrateful 
ecnfure has it di&ated againft the poor in- 
nocent gown (female garb, petticoat) which 
inverts the fair-fex with fuch convenience, 
pre-eminence, ornament and decorum ! and 
what are its crimes and defeats ! Becaufe it 
is an impediment to travelling ? and whither 
would you go ? and what to fee ? would you 
fly from the warm Sebeto (b) to the frozen 
Danube , merely to have a near view of a 
miferable Roman ruin, placed there by acci- 
dent, and with which, notwithftanding its 
diftance, you are already fufficiently ac- 
quainted ; or would you traverfe Alia and 
Africa, as far as the icy regions of Lapland, 
in order, philofophically,to combine the vari- 
ous inclinations and cuftoms of the earth’s 
inhabitants: and thus making a minute 
analyfis of humanity, enable yourfelf (as you 
vainly hope) to form, in the Carteflan man- 
ner, a clear and diftinft idea of it ? Both thefts 

(h) A river in the neighbourhood of Naples. 

vol. in. f enter- 
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enterprifes are equally ufelefs ; fince the 
mouldering ruins, which excite in you fuch 
curiofity, are certainly not worth the trouble 
of fo long a journey ; on the contrary, they 
v/ ou Id be of infinitely lets value to you, when 
feen, than at a diflance : as your imagination 
has the happy power of embellifhing, unfeen, 
whatever prefents itfelf to your mind. And 
the undertaking to qualify yourfelf, accurately 
to define that If range compound of contra- 
diction, called mariy fhould be ranked in the 
number of impoflibiiities. As I hold it for 
certain, that there exifts not an individual of 
the fpecies, who does not every inftant differ 
from himfelf ; and we may inform ourfelves 
of thofe peculiarities, which are univerfally 
allowed, without quitting our country ; for 
though the cornice may be infinitely varied, 
the building is always the fame. In every 
corner of the earth, men are equally the lport 
of their own palfions. A tafte for pleafure 
every where prevails : hence the indifpenfible 
want of lbciety ; yet every one is conlpiring 
againft thofe restraints, without which fo- 
ciety cannot fublift. All regard reafon as the 
neceffary attribute of human nature ; and all 
take her for their guide in the tranfaClions of 
life ; but each m-oulds her to his own fancy 

and 
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and convenience. So that I advife you, my 
much refpe&ed Donna Eleonora , to make 
peace with your gown, detaching your 
thoughts wholly from voyages fo ufelcfs, and 
big with hardfhips and misfortunes j and to 
encourage no other wifh or ambition, than 
that of diftinguifhing yourfelf among your 
peers, in the manner you have fo happily be* 
gun. Cultivate your dramatic talents, and 
from the fpecimens which you have already 
given of your abilities, 1 not only hope, but 
venture to predict, your complete fuccefs. 

Vienna, March 8, 1776. 



Mctaftafio having unfolded and difplayed 
in his dramas all the affeCtions of the human 
heart, feems in his letters to female authors, 
to have exhaufted the language of courtefy 
and politenefs. The following letter, the 
only one in the collection to the fame lady, 
feems in a different key, and higher pitch of 
of refpeCt and elegance, than any of thofe 
to his other female correfpondents, already 
inferted. 



f 2 
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' LETTER VII. 

TO SIGNORA DONNA CATTERINA MAGGI DE 
CALVI. 

If the beneficent fedueer, who has been 
able to infpire you, madam, with fo much 
partiality in my favour, were known to me, 

I certainly Ihould moll devoutly addrefs every 
fpecies of prayer and fupplication, to engage 
him to eftablilh me in the polfeffion of a 
bleffing, which I have great realon to fear I 
lhall be unable to preferve. The efteem of 
a perfon who voluntarily adds to lo many 
excellent qualities of her fex, merely as ac- 
eomplilhments, thofe ftudies and laborious- 
occupations which are our duties, is an ac- 
quifition, which, however ufurped, might 
tempt the mod mature philolophical mode- 
ration with vanity. 

I have great reafon to fufpefl that Signor 
Hippolito, your moll: worthy contort, has been 
guilty of the whole, or the chief part, of this 
feduftion — I know not whether it would be 
for my advantage to exprefs my lentiments 
of gratitude and devotion in perlon ; but am 
certain, that in fpite of the rilk I Ihould run of 

undeceiv- 
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undeceiving you, I cannot help wishing it 
raoft ardently. Continue to honour me with 
this favourable propensity, thus voluntarily 
bellowed : afford me an opportunity of me-, 
riting it, and believe me always, with due 
refpeft and efleem, &c. 

Vienna, December 9, 1772. 



In order to finifh the poet’s correspond- 
ence with literary Ladies, and Females of 
talents, we (hall deviate a little from regular 
chronology. The following letters, like the 
preceding to females of this clafs, were ex- 
torted from him by perfons whom he never 
law, or by their friends. He feems, however, 
to have received all thefe applications, not 
only with patience, but to have anfwered 
them with good breeding, and even kind- 
nels ; and if the correspondence is continued, 
his philanthropy vifibly matures into friend? 

LETTER VIII, 

TO SIGNORA MARIA ROSA COCCIA. 

A fortnight ago, I received a courteous 
fitter from Monfignor Ratti, in which 
p 3 . Signora 



Digitized by Google 




:c 70 ) 

Signora Maria Rosa Coccia was recom- 
mended to me. I anfwered this prelate, that 
when I knew in what way I could be of ufe 
to the perl'on recommended, 1 fhould not fail 
feconding the wifh of luch a mediator. A 
few days after I had fent my anfwer to the 
port:, a parcel was announced to me from the 
cuftom-houfe ; which, when examined, was 
found to contain, not only a very elegant 
letter from the faid Signora Maria Rosa, 
but three excellent pieces of her mulical 
compofition, which I faw, and refpedted ; 
but wa3 not able to judgfc of their worth. I 
therefore inftantly called a perl'on extremely 
flcillful in the art, who, after carefully ex- 
amining them in mv pretence, and with great 
pleaiure, allured me, that they were written, 
not only in a Correct, but mafterlv, manner. I 
rejoiced at this, and was flattered to find, that 
my dear country produced ydimg ladies of 
fuch uncommon abilities. But I was morti- 
fied, at finding myfelf unable to procure fuch 
rewards, as are due to their merit. The 
princes of this court having, many years fmee, 
made a rule, never to receive a prefent, or 
dedication of any hook, efpecially of pOctrv, 
or mufic; to lave themielves from the- itldil- 
creet torrent of fuch homages as thev were 

formerly 
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formerly inundated with. Here muGc is, at 
prefent, in the laft ftage of decline ; and in 
order to know the merit of fuch a compofir 
tion as yours, fuch knowledge is neceflary as 
is poflefled by very few people : hence all, 
but particularly thofe who may aflume the 
character of Mecaenas, can only appreciate 
mufical merit by the report of profeflors ; 
who being like wife men, and fubjedt to hu- 
man pafiions, do not alway deliver their opi- 
nions with fincerity. So that not knowing 
what ufe 1 can ultimately make of the ele- 
gant copies of youf harmonical'labours,I fhali 
carefully preferve them till I have your in- 
ftrudtions. I beg you will not regard my in- 
ability, (at which on this occafion I feel iiir 
finite concern) as a crime ; but believe me 
to be, with fincere wilhes for more fuccefs in 
the execution of your future commands, 
yours, &c. 

Vienna, December 29, 1777. 



LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your former letters, moft refpedted Signora 
Rosa, have informed me of your extrordi-* 

f 4 nary. 
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toary abilities in mufic ; but the laft has con- 
vinced me of the uncommon goodnefs of 
your heart : full of docility, modefty, and 
propriety : virtues which feldom abound in 
pferfons who, like you, can afford fuch plea- 
fure by the laudable fruits of their applica- 
tion. With thefe wonderful talents, with fuch 
enviable, and rare difpofitions of the mind, 
and with the fervor which animates your 
exertions, you will encreafe the glory of our 
country ; of which, as a fellow citizen, I fhall 
imagine myfelf entitled to a (hare. The 
generous gift with which you have favoured 
me, of your neat manufcript, for which l 
am very grateful, fhall be kept facred for the 
pleafure of communicating it to fuch only as 
may know its true value ; and at all times 
fhall be carefully preferved, and ready for 
reftoration, whenever an opportunity may 
occur of making a better ufe of it. Your par- 
tiality towards me, I regard as a precious ac- 
quifition ; and long for an opportunity of 
meriting it, by the execution of your com- 
mands. 

. Vienna, February 12, 1778, 



The chief fubjeft of the next letter to this 
lady, {1779) is the poet’s favourite cenfure 



of 
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pf the compliments of the feafon, which he 
denounces to almoft all his correfpondents. 
In 1780, Signora Cocci a fent him a print 
engraved from her picture, for which the 
following letter contains his acknowledg- 
ments. • "• : 

LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your obliging attention, in furnilhing me 
with an impreffion of the engraving made 
from your pi&ure, has given me infinite 
pleafure j as it has helped me to form an idea 
of a perfon fo eftimable, in fpite of the libe- 
rality of the engraver, who has bellowed 
upon you more years than really belong to 
you. I can, however, confole myfelf for this 
defeat, by the other mod faithful intelle&ual 
pictures which you have fent me, in your 
wonderful mufical eflays, by which you have 
fo far outftript your peers. I regard my 
verles with the more partiality, for having 
incited you to make lo laudable a ufe of your 
talents. I am very glad that you have been 
informed of the juflice which I render you 
at Vienna, and you would have had more 
3 ' frequent 
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frequent confirmations of it in my own let- 
ters, if my age did not make the bufinefs of 
writing fo inconvenient to me. Furnilh 
me, however, occafions for doing it with 
more effect. 

Vienna, February 14, 1780. 



LETTER XI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your commands, mod obligrinsr Sisjnofa 
Rosa, convince me how erroneous an opinion 
you have formed of me and my way of life, 
in believins; me alert and robufl, and in the 
practice' of frequenting the court and perfons 
of high rank. It is a long while fince my 
great age and infirmities have permitted me 
to quit the afylum of my owji boufe, except 
to perform the duties of religion, jtnd even 
that, not conftantly. I have fmall hopes of 
feeing the Grand Duke and Dutchefs of Muf- 

O .... 

covy, who are expelled here. But if bv an 
accident, hardly poffible, luch an event fhould 
happen, andl had the prefumption, unfolicited, 
to propofe to them an account of the lingular 
merit of mv admirable country-woman, how 
k it poffible to hope, that after the miliioiVof- 

obje<^ 
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objects which will havfc taken pofftfiion of 
the mind of this prince and princefs in their 
long voyage ; among the innumerable ho- 
mages that will be rendered them at Rome $ 
amidfi: the feafls with which their prefence 
will be celebrated, and the curiolity which 
they fhali have excited, they fhould ever 
find the leaft trace in their memories, of an 
humble petition made to them in palling 
through Vienna? Your wilh Ihould have 
been feconded at Rome, by perfons dextrous 
in iuch matters, who know how to ayail 
themfelves of daijy circumflances. I wilh 
moft ardently, that your fortune were equal 
to your merit ; and am extremely afflicted to 
be able at prefent to offer nothing better, than 
ufelefs, though cordial, wifhes, for your prof- 
peri ty. 

Vicuna, September 6, 1781. 



We rauft now refume the correspondence 
with his old friend Signor Filipponi, in which 
we had only advanced to the end of 1767. 

The poet had luch frequent applications 
from bookfellers, who were perpetually mul- 
tiplying editions of his works in all the great 
cities of Italy, particularly Turin, that he 

feems 
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teems to have treated Sig. Rabj with a little 
lefs politenefs in the following letter, than, 
when a young author, he had beftowed on 
fiettinclli. 



LETTER XII. 

TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI. 

. Our Sig. Rabj does his duty in thinking 
of his own intereft: but he is much miftaken, 
if he Imagines that I am unmindful of mine. 
It is my bufinefs to judge of the refpeCt and 
delicacy due from me to princes andprincefles, 
who have rewarded my labours with fuch 
fplendid magnificence. The oracles and ex- 
amples produced, are not fufficient to autho- 
rize me to difpofe of things that are not my 
own; hence, my dear Sig. Filipponi, advif? 
him to imitate my refignation. 

I participate fincerely in your affliction, at 
the unexpeCled refolution w'hich your exem- 
plary fon has taken j but who knows, whether 
in his new ftate of perfection, he will not 
afford you fuch caufe to rejoice, as will repay 
you for your prefent grief with intereft ? I 
both wifh and hope it fincerely, 

yhe 
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The Gazettes muft have informed you of 
our earthquake and inundations. The firft, 
which happened in Vienna, was only tre- 
mendous threats, without the leaft fatal 
effett ; but in the neighbourhood of the city 
of Neufladt , the confequences have been very 
ferious. Yet the furious over-flowing of the 
Danube, thanks to the paternal goodnefs of 
our moll auguft fovereign, who with hand 
and heart has aflifted the wretched inhabit- 
ants of the deluged fuburbs, has not produced 
thofe tragical effects which were juftly ap- 
prehended : fo that the evil has been infinitely 
lefs than the fright, from which we have not 
yet recovered. Adieu, my dear friend ; take 
care of your health, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, March 7, 1768. 



LETTER XIII. 

• ! -\i 

v TO THE SAME. 

You have done wifely, my dear Sig. 
Filipponi, to fpare yourfelf in writing. I fhall 
venture to take the fame liberty, as I feel too 
plainly, that though ours is the befl: time of 
life for prating, it is very unfavourable to 
writing ; but, in this country, an Italian 
’ ama- 
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amanuenfis, to whom a man can Safely dic- 
tate, who wiffies that his letters may not dis- 
grace him, is a fifh very difficult to catch ; 
fo that I prefer ffiort letters, or Silence, to the ' 
greater evil of lofing my credit or my pa- 
tience. 

My poor Pegafus has trotted and galloped 
lb much, that being now full of Spavins, he 
ought to eat his corn in quiet. My moll 
indulgent patronels will, I hope, conlider his 
crippled State, and not Soon oblige him to 
crawl up the mountain. At prefent, I have 
no orders to obey ; and I have realon to re- 
joice at my eScape. 

I had almofl inadvertently let mv pen be 
guilty of wishing you a happy new year ; 
fuch is the force of bad habits ; but thank 
Jieaven, I ftopt juft at the inStant I was going 
to flip. So that I Shall not only avoid this 
Stale and injurious formality, but am certain, 
that vou will forgive me for the averfion 1 
have to So Silly and troublelome a cuftom. 

Count Canale , with all his ample and 
flourishing family, have received your testi- 
monies of efleem, with the higheSt plealure ; 
and beg, reciprocally, to interchange good 
wiffies ; permit me likewife to offer up vows 
for every branch of your family, Sacred, and 

profane, 
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profane, whom I love, reverence, and honour, 
with all my ancient entire, and incorruptible 
afFeddion. 

Vienna, December 31, 1768. 



LETTER- XIV. 

* » '*!.?. . * I* f 

TO THE SAME. 

: .. y i ' . k • 

God forgive you ! my dear friend, for pre- 
dicting the neceflity of my clambering again 
up mount Parnalfus. After lb many jour- 
neys, Rumbles, and falls, does not it yet leem 
time for my poor jaded Pegafus to eat his laR 
feed in peace ? InRead of taking new Reps 
(as you fay') towards immortality, the pror 
grefs already made on the road, is loR, when 
we dare to tranfeend the bounds which nature 
has preferibed to miierable humanity. I al- 
ready, but too well, know this melancholy 
truth, and wiRi to profit from my knowledge; 
but how am I to refiR the conRant and be- 
nignant clemency, which overlooking my 
inlufficiency, Rill wiRjes to confer benefits 
upon me.—— 

Vienna, July 3, 1769. 

t - , z L E T- 
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LETTER XV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I should not know how to account, my 
dearefl friend, for the admiration with which 
you have honoured my letter concerning this 
Imperial family, if I did not refleft, that it 
contained nothing but plain truth, which, 
appears moft beautiful, when the leaft im- 
bellifhed (z); my vanity, therefore, will allow 
me to take to myfelf no part of the praifes you 
bellow on this fortunate letter. They have, 
however, fo far excited my curiofity , as to make 
me wilh to fee its contents. I therefore applied 
to a young man, who ufed to tranfcribe fome 
of my letters previous to their departure, as 
an exercife in the Italian language, which he 
Rudies with great diligence ; but it was not 
to be found in his bundle. Whether he 



(i) Notwithftanding the democratic clamour againft the 
tyranny of the Houfe of Auftria, in later times, the inha- 
bitants of Vienna, during the life of the Emprefs Queen, 
Maria Tberefa, who died 1 780, feemed the happicft, and the 
moft contented with their Sovereign and her government, 
cf any people in Europe. For inftances of this Princefs’s 
virtues and benevolence, fee D'Ul. Biegr, art. marie. 

omitted 
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b'mitted giving it a place there for want of 
time or inclination, I know not; t I fhould 
have the fame temptation to juftify your 
favourable reception of the trifle I wrote on 
the Englifli Armonica (£) j but it is moft pru- 
dent not to enter too deeply into this ufelels 
and perilous examination. Indeed if you had 
convinced me (as you might too eafily have 
done) that this little produdtion, is Unworthy 
of applaufe, I Ihould ftill have reafon for 
fome confolation ; as the having already ob- 
tained it without defert, would be a comfort- 
ing proof of the numerous band of friends 
and defenders which my good fortune has 
procured me ; and I am much more fenfible 
of this enviable acquifition, than of the 
choiceft laurels of Pamaffus. 

Adieu, my dear Sig. Filipponi ; I return 
you the compliments of the feafon, in re- 
venge; finging in pure fpite, this ftale and 
ufelefs cant among real friends. 

Vienna, November 16, 1769. 

The talents of our two countrywomen, the 
Mifs Davis’s, who refided a confiderable time , 

at Vienna, in the lame houfe as Haffe and 

» • • » 

(\) The Glajfesy carried to Vienna, and performed upoo 
by .the eldeft Mifs Davi«. 

vol. in. q Fauftina, 
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fouftiira *,have been celebrated by our bard J 
the eldeft, for her performance on the G Ioffes t 
at that time a new inftfument; and the 
youngeft, For her vdcal abilities. The £m~ 
prefs Quern had been fo pleafed by their 
leveral talents, that in the year 1769, on the 
marriage of the Infant Duke of Parma with 
the Arfch-dutchefs Maria Amelia, foe defired 
Metaftafio to write a Cantata, which was 
let by Mafic, in order to difplay their feveral 
talents. This Cantata has been publifhed in 
late editions Of the poet’s works, under the 
title of r Armoriica , the name of the new Xft- 
ftru merit On which the eldeft Mils Davis 
accompanied her lifter, in the performance of 
the Cantata. 

A letter written by the poet to the priixrefs 
di Belmonte, at Naples, recommending thefe 
performers to her prote£tion, will ferve as 
a comment to the Cantata juft mentioned. 

LETTER XVI. 

TQ THE PRINCESS DI BELMONTE. 

The bearers of this moft reverential ad- 
drels, are two Englifti young perfons, travel- 
ling under the conduct of their worthy pa- 
* See Prefent'State of Muf. in Gtrmany. &c, Art. Vienna* 

■ - ■ ► - rents. 
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retots, in order to give teftimonies at Naples 
of their feveral abilities in mufic ; their 
flames are Mils Mary, and Mifs Cecilia 
Davis : the firft performs with admirable 
fkill on an inftrument of new invention,, 
called the Ar monied. It is compofed of 

glaffes of different fizes, revolving, by means 
of a pedal, on a fpindle. Thefie glades, form- 
ing a regular fcale of tones and femi -tones, 
being delicately touched with wet fingers* 
during their revolution, produce the moll un- 
commonly fweet, and celeftial tones, imagin- 
able; particularly in pathetic ftrains, for 
which the inftrument is eminently calculat- 
ed. The other fifter, who is poffeffed of a 
very pleafing and flexible voice, fings ex- 
tremely well, with much art and natural 
expreflion; and when accompanied by her 
fifter on the Armonica , fhe has the power of 
uniting her voice with the inftrument, and 
of imitating its tones, fo exadlly, that it is 
fometimes impofiible to diftinguilh one from 
the other. They have been here univerlally 
admired, and applauded : and my moft auguft 
Patronefs, who has deigned to hear them fre- 
quently, has honoured them with munificent 
teftimonies of imperial approbation. 

Vienna, January 1 6, 1772. 

© a Mils 
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Mtlfs Cecilia Davis performed in the thea- 
tre of San Carlo at Naples, the part of Bra- 
damante , in Metaftafio’s new opera of Ruts- 

GIERO.- 

LETTER XVII. 



TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI. 



Your letters, my moft dear Sig. FHipponti 
always afford me the greateft comfort, in 
reviving the idea of our long, fincefe, and 
dilinterefted friendlhip, and of that honour- 
able chara&er, fo worthy of vourfelf, which I 
have always found fo irreproachable and 
this certain knowledge renders every thing 
dear that comes from you, even to the in- 
fult of a merry Chriffmas ; I therefore thank 
you for it, and in revenge, join the fame 
wifh for you, with others which ought not to 
be profaned by being coupled with fuch 
flupid and vulgar companions. 

I am overwhelmed with confufion and 
gratitude, at the partial and generous dilpo- 
fition of your obliging and learned friend, 
in wilhing to honour me With the dedication 
of his Lufiad (/). I therefore beg of you to 



(/) Or the Difcovery of India , ail epic poem, by Luis 
di Camokns. It does not appear who was the ttanfiator 
of this poem into Italian, who lb much wifhed to dedicate 
his verfion to Metaftafio. 

exprefs 
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exprefs to him the lively and fincere fenti- 
meats of my grateful heart, and my impa- 
tience to fee transfufed into our language by 
a mafterly hand, a work which hasjuftly 
merited uyiverfal approbation ; but after 
this true and candid alfurance, ufe all your 
eloquence, I entreat you, to convince him, 
that neither the nature of the gift, nor his 
own intereft or mine, can permit me to 
accept of it. The oppulent Tons of fortune, 
among whom it has not pleafed providence 
to rank me, have acquired a right by imr- 
memorable prefcription, to all dedications; 
and both the work and the author (by fub- 
ftftuting to fome great name, that of a poor 
inhabitant of Parnaffus) would be deprived 
of the well foynded hopes of .thofe folid ad- 
vantages which he might promile himfelf 
from riches and power. An honour fo little 
my due, would provoke the malevolent to 
examine my titles; and God defend me 
from fuch a dangerous enquiry ! In Ihort, 
having hitherto, for this invincible reafon, 
always refufed the acceptance pf fuch in- 
cenfe, I have loft the power of compliance, 
if I would not moft defervedly incur the in- 
dignation of thofe by whom it has hereto- 
fore been offered : Do you, my dear Sig. 

g 3 Filipponi , 
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Filipponi , endeavour to prevent this mod 
reafonable repugnance from dimihifhing the 
partiality of this worthy man of letters, 
which I would not lofe for the world. 

Sig. Canale is very fenfible of the intereft 
you take in the recovery of his fon-in-law ; 
and has configned to me, on your account, a 
thoufand grateful and affefti° na t e expref- 
fions. Contrive to let the venerable pridL 
efs know how much I love, efteem, and 
honour her, as well as your numerous ofF- 
fpring, facred and prophane, et nati natorum t 
et qui nafeentur ab illis ; and never ceafe to 
, Relieve me invariably yours. 

Vienna, December 17, 1770. 



Among the many flattering receptions of 
my Ruggiero in Italy (///), who was not 

(m) The opera of Ruggiero, the laft of the poet’s dra- 
matic productions, was written by order of the Emprefs 
Queen, and publifhed under his own eye, in a mod cor- 
rect and fplendid edition in quarto, at Vienna. It was fet by 
Hafle, and performed at Milan, on the marriage of the 
Archduke Ferdinand of Auftria, with Maria Beatrice of 
Ede, Princefs of Modena, 1771, 



LETTER XVIII. 



TO THE SAME. 
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brought up by his’ old {ire with vety /an- 
guine hopes, yours, my dear Sig. Filippotti, 
has been the moft gratefuk I am pleafedl 
that you have ftill found in this late produc- 
tion of my tired and exhaufted genius, feme 
features of the old countenance of your 
friend j and I have reflected with the high- 
eft plealure, on the effe<5t of this recognition 
upon your good heart. Thefe kind lymptoms 
of fincere friendfliip, have carried me back 
with infinite delight to our juvenile days, 
renovating the pleafing beginnings of 
our affeflion, and its conftant fuccefi- 
five progreffion. My lively imagination 
has taken a new walk with you through the 
Jlrada Giulia , and the dark Farrafio upon the, 
Gianicolo , at Rome ; we have breathed 
together the chearful and falubrious air of 
the Fomero, at Naples; and it has repre- s 
l'ented to me our private feftivities, innocent 
{ympofiacs, and poetical confabulations. 
You fee for how many gay ideas I ant 
indebted to your letter ; I now ought to be 
particularly grateful for them, as I have 
great occafipn for fuch fpecifics againft th^ 
obftinate perfecution of n?y hypochondriac 
complaints, which tinge with dgfkneis every 
thought. 

o 4 Without 
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Without the leaft fhadow of affectation, I 
am truly grateful to thofe who have had the 
partiality to wilh to dedicate to me their 
works ; but have never had the courage to 
accept of an incenfe which fropn time im- 
memorial has appertained to the oppulent 
fons of fortune. We poor inhabitants of 
Parnaffus are born to offer, and not to receive 
itj and I ought not to be condemned for 
refufmg to become a ufurper. I entreat you 
to become my advocate, and to plead my 
gratitude and realonable felf-denial. 

Vienna, December 26, 1771, 



We quitted the poet’s correfpondence 
with his beloved Gemello, Farinelli, July, 
1768, after fettling him at Bologna, and 
after feveral confolatory letters, and admo- 
nitions to fortitude and refignation (not 
very fuccefsful indeed) had been fent to him 
by our bard. We lhall now refume this 
correfpondence, and continue it, uninter- 
ruptedly, till May 1769; from which period 
there is a chafm of feven years in the printed 
edition of Metaftafio’s letters to this cele- 
brated finger, without any reafon being 
afligned by the editor. 

LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

V. 

The kind care whiph my beloved Car-, 
luccio (») took to acquaint me, in preference 
to fo many others, of the new form which 
your domeftic fociety takes, in confequence 
of your generofity, and the fugge (lions of 
your heart and benevolent mind, is a pre- 
cious emanation of our affedlionate and in- 
• 

diffoluble Twinfhip. I cannot exprefs to you 
the pleafure which this confidence has given 
me, nor fufficiently congratulate you on the 
occafion. In the firft place, it is a great com- 
fort to me to find in this a6tion, the conftant 
and admirable character of my dear Gemello, 
always like himfelf, and always determined to 
diftinguilh himfelf from common men by 
beneficence, which is one of the greateft: 
attributes of the divinity. I hope, in the 
fecond place, or rather promile myfelf, that 

(») The diminutives and augmentatives of the Italian 
language are fo delicate and numerous, that it is in vain to 
attempt finding equivalents for them all, in any other 
tongue. Carlo , for inftance, is Charles; Carlint , little 
Charles ; Car luccio , dear fweet Charles— Carlgne, great 
Charles j Carlaccio , nafty filthy great Charles, 

the 



Digitized by Google 




( 9 ° } 

the neceffary and delightful occupations 
which the regulating this riling generation 
furnilhes, will, by degrees, banifh all thofe 
gloomy and hypochondriac thoughts, which 
inceffantly haunted and governed you, day 
and night; threatening your definition, to 
the profound, but unavailing affliction of 
your friends, unable to afford you any affift- 
ance. 

At prefent, inftead of thefe melancholy 
imaginations, I cannot tell how many plealing 
and happy ideas croud into my mind. I fee 
you healthy, ferene, and making your wholp 
happinefs confift, as ufual, in procuring that 
of others : You are now full in my view, 
with your dear nephew at your fide ; I 
now fee you at the harpfichord with your 
noble little niece. And very very often (only 
mind how the fancy of poets runs away with 
them) I feem to fee you {kipping round 
your fiourilhing beds of peas, beans, and 
other fortunate tender plants, which will 
certainly thrive in proportion to the care of 
{o honeff, prudent, and friendly a cultivator. 
Now, my beloved Gemello, there only re- 
mains forme to thank you, as I fmcerely do, . 
for your particular attention to me ; and to 
rejoice with y«n at ypur having difcoverccj 

abetter 
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a better mode of reading my heart, where 
you have fo long been an inhabitant, than I* 
of explaining it, by fcribbling or prating.—^ 
Adieu, my deareft Gemello : may heaven 
render you happy in proportion to my 
wiflhes, and adminifler to you new motives 
pf confolation. 

Vienna September i, 17 68. 



LETTER XX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Signor Manctrti (0) a few days ago, 
and Sig. Tibaldi yefterday, have faithfully 
configned to me the affe&ionate remem- 
brances of my beloved Gemello ; and have 
patiently anfwered all my numerous inter- 
rogatories, concerning the prefent Rate of 
your humour, as well as health. Some of « 
the information I have obtained has confoled 
pie, particularly that which reprefents you 
fo much fatisfied with the new domeftic 



( e ) A finger of the Bologna fchool, educated under the 
celebrated Bernacchi. His voice zfoprano ; but having 
quitted the ftage, he was now engaged as fingjng-mafter to 
fhe Arch-dutcheiTes, which place he filled in 1772, when I 
few hint at Vienna, See Gtrm, Tour , voh 1, Art . Vienna, 
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iociety which you have acquired, and the 
"pleating occupation which it affords you 
but, on the contrary, the account which I 
have had of the obftinate continuance of 
your impertinent tertian ague, afflicts me 
extremely. And finding that your niece is 
not exempt from this wearing malady, has 
made me reafonably conclude, that fome 
external caufe, common to you both, has 
pccafioned your- indifpofition. Jf this 
fhould have been the cafe, it would not be 
be difficult to difeover and remove it. My 
fond twinifm has fuggefted to me, that you 
pafs the chief part of your time in the open 
air ; that the autumnal exhalations, and the 
poifonous vapours of a great part of our 
country, is not breathed with impunity ; that, 
the air cf paved cities is much lefis im- 
pregnated with this poifon, not only from the 
exhalations of the earth being impeded, but 
from the numerous and conftant fires, as well 
as the motion of the inhabitants, which agi- 
tate and correal the air. And I beg that the 
neceffary care of your health, may fet you a 
thinking of thefe matters which friendfhip 
has fuggefted to me. Take them into con- 
sideration, my dear Gemello, and examiue 
my lufpicions : If you find them at all pro- 

bable ? 
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bable, avoid expofmg yourfel f y at leaft dur-* 
ing the perilous fealbn. 1 well know that 
your conduit has been fuch hitherto, as M 
prove that you are in no want of tutors, and 
that I pretend to no fuch employment ; but 
this doubt torments me, and if I did not 
communicate it to you, I lhould be ten 
times more tormented with remorfe. 

I congratulate your amiable niece on her 
happy maternal date, and her fpoufe on the 
graduation of his paternal proximity. Re- 
commend me to them both, and infpire 
them with a proportion of your affeition for 
me : as they are already extremely dear to 
me from the love which my Gemello bears 
them, whom I tenderly embrace, and of 
whom I (hall ever be mod faithfully, &c. 

Vienna, November 30, 1768. 

LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Our extreme clofe attachment to ' each 
other is (o public, that every one believes, if 
he is dear to one of us, that he is fure to 
pofiefs the friendlhip of both. Signora 
Marianna Bianchi Tozzi (j>), who afpires at 

(/>) A celebrated opera finger, who at this time ranked 
very high in the favour of the public, both in Italy and 
Germany. 

the 
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the acquifition of your favour, which fhtf 
has no doubt of obtaining, if I only affure 
you, that fhe is already in poffeffion of mine : 
and I cannot refufe her the confeffion of this 
truth- When, not long ago, fhe reprefented 
in this theatre, the part of Clelia in my 
opera of that name, I was extremely pleafed 
with her ; not only on account of her excel- 
lent performance, and blamelefs conduct, 
but for her attention and indefatigable appli- 
cation to fulfil all her duties. She returns 
to Italy, at prefent, through Brunfwick; 
where, according to my accounts, fhe has 
juflly received univerfal applaufe. If you 
will but let her know that her fuppc^ition is 
not entirely unfounded, I fhall be extremely 
grateful, provided fhe does not fail in execu- 
ting pun&ually all the commiffions to you, 
with which 1 have charged her. Adieu, 
my dear Gemello. I devoutly reverence all 
your arhiable domeftic committee, and am 
as ufual, yours. 

Vienna, December 14, 1768. 
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LETTER XXI*. 

TO THE SAME. 

Y ouk laft letter of the 9th inftant, occa- 
fions a mixture of pleafure, anxiety, and 
affliction, which I am unable to defcribe. 
The obftinacy of your diabolical fever, the 
pathetic picture of the hate of your perhaps 
too good heart, and the affectionate thoughts 
which ftimulated you to add new ties of 
friendship to thofe which have hitherto fo 
indiffolubly united us, are ideas well worthy 
of the fvveet and bitter tumult with which I 
am by turns internally agitated. It was 
impoffible for you to give me a ffronger 
proof of your conftant affeCtion, than by in- 
viting me to a facred alliance, in preference 
to -fo many diftinguifhed perfbns to whom 
you might apply. You muff therefore 
imagine how much I feel myfelf obliged 
and how I am flattered by this new inffance 
of the place I hold in your heart. But as 
there is no perfeCt happinefs in this valley of 
tears, the pleafure of finding myfelf thus dif- 
tinguilhed by you from the croud of your 
3 friends. 
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friends is difturbed by an invincible impede 
ment, which oppofes itfelf to the execution 
of ycur defign. The never having reprefented 
the perfbnage of whofe office you kindly 
think me worthy, during my long life* 
would be a fmall obfiacle in treating with 
my Gemello; but the. misfortune is, that 
befides the number of perfons to whom I 
have excufed myfelf, it is not two months 
lince I refilled the folicitations of a perfon 
much conne&ed at court, and who would 
have a reafonable caufe for being offended, 
if after refufing him, I complied with the 
requeft of another ; and the refentment of 
this perfon would not only be unpleafant, 
but might be mifchievous. Nor is it poffi- 
ble for me to flatter myfelf with keeping it 
a fecrct ; the hoping to conceal any of 
our adlions, who are as well known as the 
North ftar, would be a Platonic idea. So 
that your part, my dear Gemello, is not 
only to pardon, but pity me, the lofs being 
wholly mine ; and my part will be gratefully 
to remember, as long as I live, what you 
thought and wifhed. 

In fpite of the hurry with which I am 
obliged to write a heap of ufelefs letters, I 
cannot forget to prefent my refpefts to the 

fruitful 
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Fruitful lady who honours me with hef 
notice, and to allure her, that by anxioully 
attending to your health, Ihe will add to 
that of yours moft faithfully. 

I 

Vienna, January 23, 1769. 



LETTER XXII* 

TO THE SAME* 

Though your moft welcome remembrance 
of the 1 2th of laft February, was only an an- 
fwer to my preceding prolix letter, I cannot 
poftpone my reply to it, nor reftrain my 
abufe, which your inhumanity well merits,for 
the manner with which you have treated my 
folicitude. You know in what a ftate of mind 
the account of yoUr obftinate fever muft have 
left me* and without alluring me that you 
had at length fent it to the devil, you con- 
tent yourfelf with merely faying, that your 
health is capricious. But in fpite of you, 

I find motives of Confolation in the fteadinels 
of your hand- writing ; in your filence itfelf; , 
and, above all, in the vivacity of your letter, 
which is not tin£hired with a febrile humour* 
But it is not out of chara&er for a marine 
vol. hi. h monfter 
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monfter to reduce a Gemello to confole 
himfelf, by having recourfe to conjecture. 
Thank heaven, in thefe days of penitence 
(Lent) I remember, like a good chriftian, 
that anger muft be fubdued, otherwife I 
fhould not let you off fo eaftly ; but mind ! 
and keep yourfelf well, if you with my rage 
fhould not be renewed. 

If, at this time of our lives, you could 
doubt of my fincerity, or I of yours, we 
fhould be unpardonable. I/have feen your 
invitation in no other light, than as a tender 
proof of your friendfhip ; and you would be 
extremely unjuft and ungrateful, if you 
could fuppofe I had any other latent reafon 
for declining the offer, than that which I 
have candidly ftated. So that you have not 
the leaft occafion to repent of the friendly 
eagernefs- with which you have fo much 
obliged me ; nor I to blufh at my involuntary 
backwardnefs, in accepting of your twinly 
offer. Therefore, in fpite of wild and unwor- 
thy conjectures, let me enjoy in peace, the 
plcafure which this n<fw proof of kindnefs 
has afforded me, of knowing how I ftand in 
your good heart. 

I envy Signora Bianchi , and Monfieur 
Lofier , who have ere now feen and embraced 

my 
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my dear Gemcllo. O that I could do the 
lame! But though I cannot fee the lead; pro- 
bability of it ever happening, I cannot relin- 
quilh the hope. 

Vienna, March 2, 1769. 



LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Muger paridera , hija la primera (y) I 
therefore congratulate you, my deareft Ge- 
mello, on the fafe and certain fecundity of 
your amiable niece, and of the prowefs with 
which Ihe has happily accomplilhed her 
firft maternal expedition. Accudomed to 
4ive among the Graces and the Mufes, You 
ought to be pleafed, that, under your aulpices, 
their chorus is going to be augmented, and 
that fortune has dextroufly afforded you an 
apportunity of manifeding your gratitude, 
by rendering them a due return for that 
education which you are fo publicly known 
to have had from them. I entreat you to 
exprefs my dneere joy to the mother, in the 
mod lignificant words which you can think 

( q ) The woman is a good breeder, who begins by 
bringing forth a girl.. Span. Prov. 
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of ; and my tender affe&ion for the child, by 
a hundred kiffes at leaft : as this right which 
I claim from our twirrfhip, cannot, at prefent, 
be fufceptible of any malignant interpre- 
tation. 

A friend, well knowing, like all living, 
mortals, my affeftionate eagernefs to be 
acquainted with every thing that concerns 
you, 'has anticipated your information, and 
obliged me extremely by his diligence; but 
that has not, however, inclined me to blame 
your delay. To infift on a rigorous exafti- 
tude of ceremonial from a poor gentleman 
juft brought to bed, would be unrealizable 
to the laft degree; particularly, from one 
whom, from long experience, I know to be 
polfelTed of fuch a mind and heart, that it- 
would be difficult to decide, during the throes 
of child-birth, whether the fufferings of the 
niece, or thole of the uncle would be the 
greateft. Bat now you have vanquilhed the 
difficulty of this firft apprenticelhip, I hope 
you will have frequent occalions for exer- 
eifing your courage, with much greater 
eafe : and am, as I have ever been, and 
ever lhall be, your moft faithful, &c. 

Vienna, May I, 1769. 

3 LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

On Monday evening, the firflt of the pre- 
fent month, I fent my l'ervant Jofia to the 
poft-houfe, with my letter of congratulation 
for your happy labour , when he brought me 
back, in exchange, a confirmation of the good 
tidings in your own hand-writing, dated 2 1 ft 
oflaft April; I found, after the pleafure which 
the perulal afforded me, another pleafure, in 
perceiving, that your affejftionate and impa- 
tient twinfhip hadfeducedyou to take the pen, 
during the firft myfterious days of your par- 
turition: I am extremely grateful, for the 
juftice which you have done my folicitude on 
your account; and accept, with all due grati- 
tude, the enviable friendfhip, and patronage, 
of Signora Maria, Carlotta , Anna , Perefa, Pe-, 
tronilla , to whom I beg of you to quintuple, 
on my account, in proportion to her names, 
the embraces, which I confign to you for 
her ufe, by virtue of our moft clofe (becaufe 
ele&ive) affinity: promifing to reimburfe 
you in current coin, whenever it (hail pleal'e 

h 3 God' 
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God to permit us to fee each other; a hope, 
which notwithstanding all the difficulties, I 
do not mean to renounce. There waiited 
but a little Erefypulus to try your patience, 
which for a long time has certainly not been 
idle. O my poor Gemello ! — but I recal 
this exclamation : fuch mortals as you are 
in no want of companion. Your virtue has. 
afforded fufficient proofs of your knowing, 
not only how to fail before the wind, but 
how to tack in contrary winds, without 
loofing your Steerage. And yet, though I 
will not degrade you by mv pity, I cannot 
help praying for your tranquillity. I live in 
the greateft intimacy with my moft conftant 
complaints: What would you have me do? 
It is keeping bad company, but I might 
have worfe. Prefent a million of kind com- 
pliments from me to your dear niece, but 
qualified with the refpedt due to her fublime 
rank among matrons : and never ceafe, on 
your own part, to return the affection of 
your, &c. 

Vienna, May 4, 1769. 



Though the poet’s letters to the learned 
and worthy Padre Martini , contain nothing 

of 
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of importance to general literature ; yet to 
lovers of Mufic and its hiftory, nothing that 
concerns this venerable Maejlro di Capella , 
can be indifferent. For fuch', therefore, we 
fhall give a tranflation of the following fhort 
letters; to whom they will probably afford 
fome pleafure, from the mere circumftance 
of two fuch men being in friendlhip, and 
Correfpondence, with each othejr. 



LETTER XXV. 

TO PADRE MARTINI. - 

The unexpe&ed misfortune which has 
happened to the worthy Abate del Monte , 
which muff already have arrived at your 
knowledge, is univerfally lamented ; it has 
retarded many days the pleafure of receiving 
your moll obliging letter of the 7th of laft 
January, which was delivered to me only 
laft week. I fent a fervant to him immedi- 
ately, with fmcere offers of my fervices 
in any way in which it was poffiblc for 
me to be ufefift ; and he brings me back 
the comfortable news, that he was as welj 
^s it was poftible for a perfon to be, with a 

^ 4 broken 
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broken leg : which feems to fay, that the 
cure will not be flow, nor be attended with 
any inconvenient confequences. As foon as 
ever he is vifible, I fhall vifit him in perfon, 
in fpite of near two hundred fteps, which it 
will be neceflary to afeend, in order to 
attain his aerial habitation. 

I ana extremely impatient, not only for 
the fecond volume of your moft learned 
Hiflory , but for the Duets and Trios, which 
you make us hope : and I fhould be ex- 
tremely proud, if I were able to furnifh you 
with any thing inedited tow'ards your lauda- 
ble undertaking ; but whatever I write, be- 
ing by order and for the ufe of the court, is 
performed and printed immediately ; or, if 
fufpended by flame accident, the produftion 
is laid by for a future occafion ; and I ana 
not at liberty to publifh it. 

Take care of yourlelf, for the honour of 
our dear Italy ; and believe me always, with 
the moft juft and refpetftful efteem. 

Vienna, February 22, 1768. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

I found on my tabic, a few days ago, 
the fecond volume of the moft learned 
work of my very worthy Padre Martini ; 
and this morning, an admirable letter 
from him, without knowing who was the 
benevolent bearer. But as I could not be 
ignorant of the friendly and generous hand 
from which fuch a precious gift, and fuch an 
obliging letter, came, I haften to acknow- 
ledge the inftrudlion I receive from the one, 
and the pleafure afforded me by the other. 
I (hall profit from this work, as much as the 
narrow limits of my mufical knowledge ex- 
tend ; and fhall procure that juftice to be 
rendered to it, which is due to the oracle of 
harmony. After thefe effufions of gratitude, 
my next bufinefs is to entreat the continu- 
ance of your partiality, as if I could ftill 
doubt of it, after the teftimonies which I 
have received. But it is my duty to allure 
the illuftrious donor, of the high eftimation 
jn which I hold his gift, and of the lively 

wilh 
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wilh with which I am impreft, to merit, in 
fome way or other, his obliging attentions. 

Vienna, March 4, 1771. 



LETTER XXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Yesterday was configned to me, by 
Signor Antonio Baroni , the new diifertation 
De ufu progrejjionis geometries in Mufica ; and 
with the utmoft eagernef's I inftantly began 
the perufal : but I foon law that it was a 
kind of reading that I was not qualified to 
go through with, haftily. With due atten- 
tion, I hope, however, to acquire from it 
all the pleafure and inftruflion of which my 
intelligence is capable. In the mean time, 
accept my moll: grateful thanks for the pre- 
cious gift : wilhing you, reverend and learned 
Sir, a long enjoyment of that life and health, 
which you fo laudably employ in increafing 
the luftre of our country ; believe me to be 
with affection, gratitude, and efteem, &c. 

It will probably afford fome gratification 
to the lovers of Englilh poetry, who are 
zealous for the honour of our countrymen, 
to be made acquainted with the effect which 

a perulid 
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a perufal of an Italian tranflation of Young’s 
Night Thoughts , had on a man of Metaftafio’s 
exquifite tafte and found judgment. There 
is only one letter in the collection, addrefled 
to the perfon to whom the poet confides his 
fentiments. 



LETTER *XXVIII. 

TO DOCTOR GIUSEPPE BOTTONI. 

I have perufed with avidity, and infinite 
pleafure, which I never expedted to receive 
from excefs of melancholy, the firft fix Night 
Thoughts of the celebrated poet Young, in 
your elegant verfion ; and am extremely 
grateful to you for enabling me to have a 
knowledge of the Englifh Mufes, in fpite of 
my involuntary ignorance of this excellent 
language. Thanks to your afliftance, I 
have underftood, and admired, thefe poems to 
fuch a degree, that they did not feem at all 
to have changed their drefs. I have not 
obferved in your tranflation, any of thofe 
uncertain and fervile ftrokes of the pencil, 
which ufually diflinguifh a copy from an 
priginal ; and am perfuaded, that if the fub- 
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lime author had fung on the banks of th(j 
Amo, he would have expreflfed his thoughts 
in that flowing, clear, and noble manner; 
and with that conftant and varied harmony, 
with which you have fo wonderfully tranf- 
lated and enriched him. I can cafily com- 
prehend what infinite pains fuch a difficult; 
talk muft have coll: you ; but it feems well 
worthy of your labour. The extraordinary 
merit of this excellent writer appears, even 
in his defedls ; for notwithftanding the want 
of order and connexion, his frequent repe- 
titions, determined obftinacy in always 
Ihewing the dark fide of every objedt, and 
unwillingnefs to conduct us to virtue by any 
other way, than that of defpair ; in fpite 
(I fay) of thefe oppreffive circumftances, he 
feizes on the reader, and tranfports him juft 
whither he pleafes. 

He always thinks for himfelf, profoundly ^ 
and with grandeur. His colouring is vivid ? 
vigourous, and fplendid; fo that the abun- 
dance of his beauties, makes us overlook his 
imperfedtions ; as we are too much dazzled 
by the magic of Reubens’s colouring, to fee 
the defedls of his defign. 

May the favours of Apollo with which 
you have been blelTed, continue during the 

progrefs 
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progrefs of a Work fo admirably begun ; and 
may I be {till indulged with your partiality. 

Vienna, May 23, 1771. 



To the following correfpondent of this pe- 
riod (1771) no more than one letter feems to 
have been preferved ; but as we obtain by it 
Metaftafio’s opinion, on a fubjedt as curious in 
politics, as that of the preceding letter in po- 
etry, it feems well worthy of infertion here< 

LETTER XXIX. 

TO SIGNOR D. GIACOMO MARTORELLI. 

/ 

I never doubted, Sir, but that Baron Van 
Swieten , in his anfvver, would render you all 
due juflice ; but I am extremely pleafed to 
fee my expectations fo fully verified in the 
Copy tranfmitted to me, and to find in what 
high eftimation your opinions and writ* 
ings are held by fo enlightened a judge : as 
you may place entire confidence in the appro* 
bation bellowed upon you by a man fo can- 
did, frank, and of a temperament fo entirely 
hoftile to flattery. 

I am extremely obliged, as you may well 
imagine, by the trouble which you have 
taken to fend me the epigram lately come 

from 
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from the lfland of Barataria(r). Your civi- 
lity to it inclines me to imagine, that you 
think it my own ; it will not therefore be de- 
cent for me to pafs fentence upon it, having 
not yet learned to fwim or fifh in the troubled 
waters of critical feas. A very learned adept 
in the imperial library, to whom I commu- 
nicated the epigram, believes the author of it 
to have been a Greek and not a Roman: found- 
ing his opinion upon the error which, according 
to him, cannot be that of the {lone-cutter, 
and upon fome phrafes which feem to him 
tranfpofed. I (hall procure a copy of the li- 
terary journal of Florence, and without fear 
of being deceived, fhall believe what is there 
determined concerning it. 

With relpedt to this part of the world, li- 
terature of every kind is a merchandife for 
which there is no vent; and the phytical rea- 
fonforit is, the enormous and ruinous military 
fyftem, which obliges the l'overeigns, whe- 
ther they will or no, in order to defend them- 
felves from each other, to impoverish both 
themfelves and their fubje&s. And as there 
is no other road by which individuals can 
expeft advancement, fo princes would be 

(r) Alludingto the tranflation of a Greek Epigram, which 
afterwards appeared among his pofthum^us works. 

thought 
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thought reprehenfible curators of the public 
fecurity, if the leaft part of that revenue were 
appropriated to the honour of Minerva, which 
is hardly fufficient for the expences of Mars. 
And this too indilputable truth, is the clear 
folution of innumerable problems, my dear 
Sig. Martorelli, which appear inexplicable. 

Vienna, Auguft 19. 1771. (x) 

Of the many prints engraved of Metaftafio, 

I have never feen one that did juftice, either 
to his features or expreffion. And the Poet, 
in the following letter to a Roman painter, 
who applied to him for a print, or the copy of 
a pi&ure, which refembled him the mod, 
feems to have thought himfelf little obliged 
to the artifts who had made him the fubjedt 
of their labours. 

(j) The reader will recollect, by attending to this date, 
the fituation of Germany at the time thefe reflexions were 
made: the long and ruinous war between Auftria and Pruf- 
fta, and the mutual jealoufy which thofe powers entertained 
of each other, feem to have difcouraged and banifhed almoft 
every art, but that of {laughter. But now, in greater dan- 
ger from the arms and principles of France, than the fears 
or ambition of each other, though united among themfelves, 
their whole attention and refources are neceflarily pointed 
to the fecurity, not only of the government, religion and 
laws of the feveral ftates, but the pofleflions, liberty, and 
lives, of individuals, more important and folid bleflings, than 
literature or the fine arts ! 

LET- 
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LETTER XXX* 

TO SIGNOR FRANCESCO CARDINALI. 

Fame, which blazons the merit of others* 
however conftant and univerfal, is, however* 
but too frequently the mere effedt of chance 
and good fortune : hence that which procures 
me the favour of your choice, may very 
probably be of this kind; but too rigorous 
an examination into motives, may not be for 
the advantage of my felf-love; and being in- 
debted to good fortune for the acquisition of 
your partiality, I Should not have fufficient 
courage to take much pains, in analyzing and 
deftroying it* 

ImprelTed with a due fenfe of my obliga- 
tion to you, for the honour you do me, by 
wifhing to give my portrait a place among 
the illuStrious men whom you propofe to copy, 
I cannot, in gratitude, help praying to heaven, 
that by thus exalting me, you may not dis- 
grace your own taSle and judgment. 

It is moft certain, that my pidture in the 
obfervatory of the Arcades at Rome, was fent 
thither by myfelf, from Vienna, at the requeft 
of Prince D. SigiJ'mondo Ghigi', and likewife 
that it was carefully copied from that which 

was 



Digitized by Google 




f > 

Was once thought to referable me the molt ; 
but it Teems as if I had no great reafbn to be 
proud of it. In that which I inclofe, you will 
find the features of my peruke and band per- 
fectly expreffed ; but not thofe of my face. 

Yet it did not feem ufelefs to fend it, as ex- 
ternal, but true circumftances, however tri- 
vial, frequently contribute to fuggeft the air 
of an abfent countenance. 

Vienna, December 9, 1771* 

There are feveral fhort letters of civility 
in the collection, from the bard to this paint- 
er; who feems to have merited his efteem, 
by the modefty and refpeCt with which he ad- 
dreffed him. 

“ The candour and modefty with which 
you exprefs yourfelf, have not only confirm- 
ed, but confiderably encreafed my efteem for 
you : as thefe qualities have their intrinfic and 
real value, without the affiftance of opinion 
or chance. I congratulate you on the poffef- 
fion of fuch qualities, and perhaps more on 
my own account than yours, as they have ren- 
dered the poffeffion of your partiality a more 
valuable acquifition. ” 

The following letter of this period, will 
afford the reader an opportunity of knowing 

I Metaf- 
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Metaftafio’s ideas of a perfedt Canzone , or de-' 
tached fong of many ftanzas. 



LETTER XXXI. 

TO THE MARQUIS CARLO VALENTI, 
upon a Canzone written by P. Sanbonifacio , the 
Jefuit, on the Emprefs Queen's birth-day. 

Whoever was the author of the Canzone 
which you have been pleafed to fend me, has 
great realon to be grateful to the mules for 
the partial affiftance which they have afford- 
ed him, in this plealing and ingenious produc- 
tion. It is at once poetical, clear, noble, 
harmonious, rich in imagery and ideas, and 
manifefts, throughout, the effedls of that art, 
which the writer fo dexteroufly and perfedlly 
has contrived to conceal. But what has af- 
forded me the moll pleafure, is the author’s 
exquifite judgment, which difcovers itfclf 
both in the choice of his fubjedt, and in the 
Ikilllil manner of arranging his materials ; 
which he has diverfified without multiplying 
them, and formed into a whole, where no- 
thing is wanting or luperabundant; I congra- 
tulate him on his fuccels; and while I render 

you 
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Vt>u my belt thanks for this new and obliging 
teftimony of your remembrance, permit me 
to remind you of the conftant and ancient 
refpedt, with which I have always been, and 
ever fhall be, &c. 

Vienna, June io. 1771. 

We fhall now return to the Poet’s corref- 
pondence with Sig. Saverio Mattei of Na- 
ples, with whom he generally difcuffes lite- 
rary fubjedls more amply, than with moft of 
his other correfpondents. 

LETTER. XXXII. 

TO SIGNOR SAVERIO MATTEI. 

"Though you always avail yourfelf of a 
period equal to the time which I have fuffer- 
ed to elapfe ill aiifwering your laft letter, I 
fubmit with patience, while I know you are 
fulfilling the duties of a parent and a philo- 
lopher. And I rejoice extremely, that you 
have quitted the tirefome toils of the bar, which 
obliged you to exercife your talents at the ex- 
pence of more luminous and fruitful employ- 
ments; I hope thefe are the preludes to a 
feries of aufpicious events; and that, for once, 

1 a fortune 
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fortune will be obliged to unite with juftice, 
in favouring merit. • 

I perceive the partiality of friendfhip in all 
you lay of my Ruggiero ; and the pleafure 
which this difeovery affords me, is a confola- 
tion more flattering, than the confcioufnefs 
of fuperior merit could produce. But what- 
ever my poor drama may be, its worth will 
certainly receive no cncreafe by the refpeft 
fhewn to the Singers of the prefent times; re- 
duced by their own fault to the rank of per- 
formers of Intermezzi , or buffoon interludes 
between the feveral dances, which are now 1 
become more interefting than the a£ts of an 
opera. For the Dancers having ufurped the 
art of counterfeiting the affe&ions, and of 
reprefenting human actions, have juftly ac- 
quired the attention of the people, which the 
others have as juftly loft. For contenting 
themfelves with grating the ears of the audi- 
ence with a vocal Sonata , which is called an 
Air, often very offenfive, they leave to the 
Dancers the talk of occupying the mind and 
heart of the fpe&ators* by which they have 
reduced our theatre to a fhameful and intoler- 
able jumble of incongruities. 

Vienna, May 30. 1771. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Though I am become callous, by long 
ufe, to the mangling of my poor dramas, yet 
your friendly companion, in preventing mon- 
ftrous wens from fpringing out of my Ezio, 
has obliged me extremely. The Quartetto 
which you .have written, is decent, conveni- 
ent, and happy ; and if it is well treated by 
the compofer and performers, I believe it will 
have a good effeft in the reprefentation. In- 
deed it will render the fecond a6t fomewhat 
barren of airs, in which the two principal 
perfonages will have but one fong a-piece : 
which would have been thought facrilege, 
when I wrote the opera; but at prefent, when 
the heroic Singers have ceded to the Dancers 
the precedency of reprefentation; and when, 
by virtue of this ceffion, they are degrade4 
to the performance of a kind of aft tunes be- 
tween the feveral Ballets, the more a drama is 
cut down, the lefs matter remains to exercife 
the patience of the fpedlators. On the other 
hand, it is a falfe fuppofition, that I ever 
Wrote a Quartet for Ezio , or that I ever re-f 

? 3 quefted 
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quefted one; though it is moft true, that I am, 
and ever (hall be, &c. Sec. 

Vienna, September 18, 1771. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have already received advice, that a copy 
of the fourth volume of your Plalms, directed to 
me, is on the road ; and I feel the utmoll; im- 
patience for enriching myfelf with the pof- 
ieflion of this new treafure. Not doubting 
but this will furpafs in merit its elder brothers: 
as the extraordinary vigour of your genius, 
is conftantly on the increafe, though its for- 
mer efforts furpaffed the common ftandard. 

I had hoped, that your friendly compla- 
cency would have feconded pay well-known 
repugnance, (whether it proceeded from weak- 
nefs or reafon) to. the publication of my 
private letters. But I fee, that availing 
yourfclf rigoroufly of the rights which your 
merit gives you over my will, you have 
freely gone to w r ork, 'and fpared me the dif- 
trefs of doubtful deliberation. The word: of 
it is, that by aCting in this manner, you have 
manifefted an opinion of my productions far 
above their value, for which I know not 
whether I ought to grieve or rejoice. Yet 

I knovy 
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know extremely well, that whatever vexation 
it may have coft me, my bufferings are fuper- 
abundantly paid by the enviable friendfhip of 
one like you : wifhing therefore for its con- 
tinuance, I am, &c. 

yienna, March 15, 1772. 



LETTER XXXV, 

TO THE SAME, 

I have run through the fourth volume of 
your admirable verfion of the Pfalms, which 
you have fo obligingly fent me, with avi- 
dity, attention, delight, and profit, from the 
title-page to the fage and learned letter, 
which you have addrelfed to the Abate Spar -r 
ziani ; and find myfelf amply rewarded for 
the long impatience with which I was tor- 
mented, during the expectation of their ar- 
rival. All feem extremely worthy of the 
preceding volumes; nay, perhaps from the 
force of novelty, fome of your reafoning, as 
juft as unexpected, has ftruck and furprifed 
me ft ill more effectually. In the 90th plalm, 
(our 91ft) for inftance, not only the lively 
and bright colouring of the tranflation, but 
theadmirable diifertationon the Meridian Dce- 

1 4 mon, 
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mon, ( t ) from whofe infidious arts, in order 
to be able to defend myfelf fufficiently, I 
have learned from you even to doubt of my 
own exiftence : the happy apology with 
which you exonerate David (pf. 109th) 
from the odium of the atrocious imprecations 
which are ufually attributed to him, (o inju- 
rioufly to his benign charafter («) : the 

noble 

ft) “ The ficknefs that deftroyeth in the noon-day.” pf. 
91. v. 6. Signor Mattel, after giving the different opinions 
of the fathers and commentators on the Meridian Damon , 
feems chiefly to adhere to the opinion of Grotius, as the 
moft fimple folution of the difficulty ; who fuppofed this 
Damon to imply the Sun, qui itiner antibus in Palajlina 
maxim'e letbalis ejl. This idea was very likely to ftrike an 
Italian, who dreads nothing more than il Colpo del foie : 
“the arrow that flyeth by day.” (v. 5 of the fame pf.) or 
more vulgarly, the noontide devil. The peftilence in- 
flicted on the Greeks at the fiege of Troy comes from the 
Sun : 

The infulted fire (his God’s peculiar care) 

To Phoebus pray’d, and Phoebus heard the prayer: 

A dreadful plague enfues ; th’ avenging darts 
Inceflant fly, and pierce the Grecian hearts. 

Pope’s 11 . b. 1. 494. 

The malP aria della notte , or “the peftilence that walk- 
eth in darknefs,” is likewife a figurative expreffion, that is 
very intelligible to the inhabitants of hot climates. 

(u) This is done by affigning to the Enemy of David, the 
imprecations of this pf. from v. 5. to 18. inftead of fup- 
pofing them to come fiom the royal Pfalmift himfelf; 

who 
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noble facility and features pf the original 
Etrufcan lamentation , which you have had 
the dexterity to transfufe into our language ; 
the fine poetical fervor which reigns in the 
8 2d pfalm ; the clearnefs and connexion which 
has been difcovered in the 84th, 86th, 105th, 
and 1 1 3th pf^lms ; the variety and fpirit 
of the imagery with which the reprefenta- 
tions of nature are defcribed in the I 02 dand 
io3d.pfalms; the truly beautiful, as well as 
moral Ihort cantata, into whichyou have com- 
prelfed the 99th pfalm ; the drama which you 
have fo ingenioufly difcovered and demon- 
jftrated in the 1 1 7th pfalm, and (not to tire you 
with an account of the whole volume) in 
Ihort, every thing has furprifed me to fuch 

who fays, v. 3. « For the love that I had unto them, Io, 
they take now my contrary part : but I give myfelf unto 
prayer. Thus have they rewarded me evil for good : and 
hatred for my good will.”-Then follow the maledictions of 
his enemy — after which, v. 19, he retorts the curfes of his 
foes on themfelves. . M Let it thus happen from the Lord 
unto mine enemies,” &c, — This folution is fo eafy and 
fatisfa&ory, that it feems wonderful not to haye been at all 
times the general opinion of divines and commentators; 
but the firft time that I found this opinion fupported, was 
by the late learned and Rev. Mr Keate, in a fermon which 
he preached at Chelfea College Chapel, before either of us 
had feen Mattel’s Pfalms, and when I had only difcovered 
in this letter of Metaftafio, that an'apology had been made 
for David, by Saverio Mattei, without knowing in what it 
confifted. 

proofs 
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a degree, and furnilhed me with fuch new 
proofs of your enviable vigour, vaft learning, 
and numerous and wonderful talents, that* 
I fhall very frequently repeat the peru- 
fal of this volume, being always certain of 
acquiring in it, new inftru&ion, and new 
pleafure. 

I ought to beftow a word or two on the 
gratuitous praifes with which you fo gene- 
roufly honour me, in your printed letters, 
and in the courfe of this work.; but thele 
certain proofs of your partiality are not able 
to appeafe my remorfe at fuch a ufurpation: 
io that not to awaken it, I allure you of my 
ierious gratitude; but as laconically as pof- 
iible. 

You have been pleafed, at all hazards, to 
enrol me among Controvertijls, by printing 
my letters concerning ancient mufic, which 
I had mod: privately addrelfed to you, in pure 
obedience. God forgive you ! but for my own 
part, I cannot ; nor lhall I ever dilfemble 
my invincible repugnance to a bufinefs lo fu- 
perior to my phylical powers, as well as ab- 
horrent to my difpolition and inclination, 
Confolc me, Sir, at le^fl, by the continuance 
of your affe&ion, and judge of mine, by the 
refienation with which I am, &c. 

Vienna, April 7th, 177?. 

L E T- 
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BETTER XXXVI. 

TO THE SAME 

I direct my letter to Naples, whither I 
hope you are at length returned, after four 
months abfence; a time equally taken up by 
your books in travelling, which you fent to 
me before your departure, but which only 
arrived here lad; week. Indulging my im- 
patience, I began with your theatrical dilfer- 
tation, to which I gave the preference for 
a thoufand reafons. It is a iublime work, 
and worthy of you ; nor is it admirable 
merely from the profound learning of the 
writer, but much more fofrom the marvellous 
knowledge of the moil recondite myfteries 
pf the Rage, unknown to the majority even 
of thole who profefs the art. But what 
flatters me the moll, is the accidental coin- 
cidence of our notions concerning the anci- 
ent and modern drama. The fpontaneous 
opinion of one like you, gives me courage, 
and renders me proud of my own : and I 
now regard thofe learned, but moil inexpert 
critics, who differ from us, as entirely con- 
futed. If I were to undertake the pointing 
put all the paifages of your differtation that 

ars 
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are worthy of praife, this letter would not 
pnly equal it, but furpafs it, in fize. The 
iolid demonftrations with which you haye 
removed all the infuperable difficulties in 
underftanding the poetics of Ariftotle and 
Horace, fufficiently to render them ufeful in 
practice : the art with which you have ex- 
pofed the abfurdity of reducing the unity of 
place, to the narrow ljmits of a chamber or 
clofet : the torrent of palfages from Greek 
dramas, with which you juftify and compare 
our dramatic Airs, Duets , and Trios : the hap- 
py as w?ll as difficult verfion of the beauti- 
ful feene in the Hecuba of Euripides : the 
generous modefly of giving the preference 
to my cantatas over your own : the mafterly 
analyfis of the firft feene of Artaxerxes , and 
that of Sextus and Titus : and every one of 
your fage philofophical confiderations, would 
require a prolix and difrinCt chapter. But, 
begging your pardon, I cannot, however, ap- 
prove that manifeft excefs of partiality, in 
my favour, which reigns in every period. 
You, by this paeans, expofe yourfelf to the 

contradictions of thofe who have their rea- 

) 

fons for not being of your opinion : and at 
the fame time, expofe your friend, by the 
moft violent temptations of vanity, to quit 

tjwt 
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that model): courfe which it is his duty to 
fteer, temptations from which he is the 
lefs likely to defend himfelf, when aflailed 
by a perfon armed with fuch learning and 
feducing eloquence. 

I fhould fay much more, if I did not feat 
that my moft fincere prailes would run the 
rilk of beingr conftrued into a mercantile re- 

O 

flitution of thofe with which you have 
voluntarily honoured me ; lo that, embracing 
you with my ufual affedtion, I commit to 
your perlpicacity, the care of inveftigating, 
and of figuring to yourfelf, my efteem and 
gratitude. 

After tire above was written, your letter, 
dated from Naples, arrived. Befides the 
ufual faculty which all your letters poffels, 
of confoling, exhilerating, and of meriting 
my gratitude ; this laft, which informs me 
of your happy return to Naples, in perfect 
health, after a long and inconvenient pere- 
grination, has every title to my thanks ; as it 
allures me, that no inaufpicious circumftances 
have thus long deprived me of the fatisfadlion 
of hearing from you : as your family cares and 
affedtions, have had a confiderable lhare of 
your time, of which you kindly gave me an 
account, and as the excelfive impetus of 

3 fome 
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fome exprcfiions of friendlhip iit this lettef 
enables me to judge of that regard which 
occafioned it. I am extremely grateful, as 
indeed I ought to be, not only on thefe ac- 
counts, but for the aflurance with which you 
have gratified me, of the favourable remem- 
brance of the admirable princefs of Bel- 
monte ; yet concerning the inftances which 
you give, I muft in all modefty and decorum 
be filent. 

O how many fweet and exhilerating ideas 
has your account, my dear Signor Savcrio , of 
Magna Grtecia, awakened in my mind I 
Renovating all the happinefs of childhood and 
adolefcence, which I enjoyed in that country, 
no lefs ufeful than pleafmg ! It has brought 
again to my view all thofe objefts with which 
I was then lb much delighted. I have again 
inhabited the little chamber where the ex- 
treme proximity of marine murmurs lulled 
me for many months, fo delightfully to 
deep. I have, in fancy, croffed the neigh- 
bouring fea in a bark to Scaled : all the 
names and afpebts of Cirella , Belvidere , Ce- 
traro , and Pao/a, have been brought back to 
my mind : I have again heard the venerated 
voice of the celebrated philofopher Caroprefe , 
who adapting' himfelf, in order to indraft 

me 
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me, to my weak ftate, conduced me* as it 
were by the hand, thi'ough the vortices of 
the ingenious Defcartes , at that time in high 
favour with philofophers, and of which he 
was a furious afferter ; and indulging my 
childilh curiofity, now demonftrating with 
wax, in a kind of {port, how globes were 
formed by the fortuitous concourfe of atoms : 
now exciting my admiration by the enchant- 
ing experiments of Dioptrics. I feem ftill 
to fee him labour to convince me, that his 
little dog was only a machine : and that the 
trine dimenfion was a fufficient definition of 
folid bodies. And I ftill fee him laugh, after 
plunging me for a long time in dark medi- 
tation, and making me doubt of every thing, 
in proving that 1 breathed, by his Ego cogito 9 
ergo fum : an invincible argument of cer- 
tainty, which I defpaired of ever again de- 
monftrating. 

But you have roufed a hornet’s neft, fo 
that I find myfelf as much furrounded by 
remembrances and a wifli to communicate 
them, as you by the literary and law cafes 
with which you were alfaulted at your re-< 
turn : fe that not to rob you of the time ne- 
ceftary for thefe more ufeful and neceffary 
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tonfideratioris, I embrace you affe&ionatelyj 
and leave yoU in peace. 

Vienna, September I, 1772* 



LETTER XXXVII. . 

TO THE SAME. 

In your obliging letter of the 1 2th of -laft 
O&ober, you courteoufly thank me, dear Sir, 
for the pleafure and profit which I had re- 
ceived from the attentive perufal of the fourth 
volume of your illuftrious and learned work. 
Now who would not purchafe the right of 
a creditor upon fiich eafy terms ? You, how- 
ever, continue to give me fimilar opportu- 
nities; but allure yourfelf, that you will al- 
ways encreafe the load on your own fhoul- 
ders by fuch debts. For my part, I fhall 
repeat all I have formerly faid, adding, that, 
among other tilings, I have particularly ad- 
mired the mafterly, inftru&ive, and very 
elegant fonnet, which I have met with at 
the end of the obfervations upon the 1 10th 
Pfalm ; and have there obferved the natu- 
ral analogy, which is ufual between plants 
and their fruits. I beg of you to con- 
gratulate 
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gratulate the refpe&able author of it, in. 
my name, when you have an opportunity ; 
as I now felicitate you yourfelf on the ten- 
der, grateful, and exemplary difpofition of 
your own good heart, towards fo worthy 
a father. 

I am forry that your engagements at the 
bar, have confined you to the city, and de- 
prived you, this year, of the refrelhment of 
your ufual autumnal holidays in the country. 
But this convincing proof of the juft repu- 
tation which your abilities have acquired, a 
little fbftcns the idea of many prefent incon- 
veniences, by thinking of thofe fplendid and 
tranquil advantages, which I fo ardently 
wifhed and prefage. When, very long ago, 
under the dire&ion of the celebrated advo- 
cate and, afterwards, councellor, Cajlag - 
nola(x), I kept thefe courts myfelf, I learned 
the following axiom, which I have never 
fince found reafon to doubt: that the fields of 
Themis, (goddefs of juftice, law,) produce in 
the beginning to the cultivators there (in 
Naples) nothing but knavery and mere fa- 
tigue ; but, afterwards, in the middle of their 
career, when indeed they have other labours, 

(x) This is the Neapolitan civilian, whom moll of 
Jvletaftafio’s biographers caiied Paglutti, 

VO h. III. K but 



Digitized by Google 




( ^ ) 

but which produce fruits proportioned to 
their toils, they luxuriate in a fpoataneous 
and conftant fecundity, exempt from labour. 
From their laft defirable ftage I believe you, 
my dear Sir, at prefent, not very remote. 
I beg you to refpedt and fulfil my vaticina- 
tion ; and to perfevere in believing me to 
be, &c. 

Vienna, Nov. 9, 1772.. 



END OF THE SECOND SECTION. 
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SECTION III. 

It was in the Summer of this year, 1772, 
that I gratified both my curiofity and my 
heart, by frequently vifiting and converfing 
with the great lyric bard at Vienna j and 
though an account of thefe, to me, moft 
agreeable vifits and converfations, has been 
already given to the public in my German 
' Tour (vol. 1.) yet 1 fhall here try to recoi- 
led what has been omitted in that relation. 

During my refidence in that city, I dis- 
covered that the poet was not more admired 
for his extraordinary public talents, than 
beloved and refpeded for his private virtues 
and charader. The few innocent Angulari- 
ties which have been afcribed to him, for 
which he frequently accounts in his letters, 
were fo amply compenfated, by his conftant 
probity, politenefs, friendfhip, and philan- 
throphy, that I heard nothing but his praifes 
from perfons of every rank, whenever his 
name was occafionally mentioned. He feems 
to have fupported dignity without pride ; and 
to have acquired univerfal admiration with- 
out vanity or indired means. His private, 

k 2 tranquil* 
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tranquil, and unvaried habits of life, allowed 
him no opportunities for the pradlice of thofc 
fublime, lplendid, aiid heroic virtues of 
courage, patriotifm, magnanimity, forti- 
tude, clemency, and beneficence, which he 
has lo admirably defcribed and illuftrated in 
his dramatic works ; but there can be no 
doubt of their exiftence in his heart, whence' 
his fentiments fo manifeftly appear to have 
flowed. The private, domeftic, and focial 
virtues of filial and fraternal affedtion, friend- 
fhip, philanthrophy, urbanity, probity, ho- 
nour, and general benevolence, feem never 
to have been pradlifed with more eonftancy 
and devotion, than by our bard j who has 
been asjufily, as emphatically, called, by one 
of his countrymen, not only the poet , but the 
philofopher of the heart (y). 

The monotonous manner in which h« 
fpent his life during his long refidence at 
Vienna, has been ridiculed, and thought in- 
fipid, by perturbed ipirits ; but to the ad- 
mirers of his writings and virtues, it will 
not be indifferent to know how he paffed 
his time, which was in a way fo regu- 
lar and conftant, that there were few per* 
fons at Vienna unacquainted with it. 

(y) Elogj It alia tii, Tom. I. 

Ho 
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He llutjied daily from eight o’clock in the 
morning, till noon. Then vifited his friends, 
and thofe families and individuals from 
whom he had received civilities. Dined 
at two ; and at five received his mod: 
familiar and intimate friends. At nine, in 
Summer, he went out in his carriage, vifited, 
and fbmetimes played at Ombre , a game 
which he liked better than thofe of mere 
chance, as it afforded him fome exercife of 
mind in calculation. Men accuftomed tq 
think,* make their amufements contribute to 
mental improvement. 

He returned home at ten o’clock ; fupped, 
and went to bed before eleven. In his con- 
verfation he was conftantly chearful ; fanci- 
ful, playful, and fometimes poetical, in his 
difcourfe, as well as in his letters ; never far- 
caftic or difputatious j totally devoid of 
curiofity concerning the public or private 
fcandal in circulation, the morality of his 
fentiments refembled that of his life. His 
anfwers were elegant, acute, and ingenious ; 
occafionally learned without pedantry ; and 
full pf interefling and applicable anecdotes 
of paff and prefent times. In confidence 
with few, but polite to all. His affe&ion 
for his-pountrymen was great, and extended 

K 3 tQ 
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to ecclefiaftics, painters, muficians, poets, 
and minifters of Italian Hates, who were all 
fure of his kindnefs and good offices. His 
liberality was exadUy proportioned to his 
means: he feemed to wiffi for wealth for no 
other purpofe than to fupply his own wants, 
without fuperfluity, and thole of neceffitous 
friends. . He prefented the Imfrovifatore , 
Talaffi, with twelve Sequins, and recom- 
mended him to the attention of the great,- 
for higher patronage. His character was 
never ftained with any vice, or illiberal pro- 
penfities. His fenfibility inclined him to the 
paffion of love ; but as it was fincere, it 
became a bridle to itfelf, and a Himulus to 
virtue ; as his whole life and writings have 
manifefted. 

Un amour vrai fan s felnte et fans caprice 
EJl en effet It plus grand frein du vice ; 

Dans fes liens qui fpait ft retenir , 

EJl honnite bomrne , ou va le devinir. 

Voltaire. 

The fureft check to pravity of mind 
Is love fincere, to no caprice confign’d ; 

Whoever in his heart admits the gueft 
Or has no vice, or foon will vice deteft. 

“ From 
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“ From a natural love of order and regaj- 
larity (fays the Abate Taruffi)(z) even to 
fcrupulofity, he ufed invariably to perform 
the fame offices each day at almoft the lame 
inftant ; and in his own defence, he would 
tell thofe who contemned fuch exactitude as 
contradled and frivolous, that he had always 
found the regular diftribution of time, not 
only contributed to bodily health, but to fere- 
pity of mind. ” 

Among his moll agreeable evening occupa- 
tions, the literary conventions with his two- 
ancient and confidential friends, Count Canale , 
and Baron 'Hagen, feem to have held the 
firlt place ; thele grave and learned perfon- 
ages, eminent for erudition and probity, 
were attached to him by all the ties of good 
tafte and limilar affe&ions. Greek, Latin, 
Italian, and French writers of the firft clafs, 
continued during many years to exercife the 
critical acumen of this illuftrious triumvi- 
rate. 

Among the lively farcafms againft our 
inoxious bard, it has been faid, that the fmall- 
pox, old age, ficknefs, and death, were never 

(z) Elogio dell' Ab, Metajlajio. The author of this 
Eulogium lived in the greateft intimacy with the poet at 
Vienna, during many years. 
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to be mentioned in his prefence ; but we 
find them all frequently mentioned in his 
letters, by himfelf. 

, Even his not learning the German lan- 
guage during the many years he redded at 
Vienna, admits of fome apology. His 
favour at the Imperial court, and fame 
throughout Europe, depended on his Italian 
poetry ; and it is mod: probable, that he was 
fearful of corrupting his native language by 
ufing another, too frequently, in converfa- 
tion. Every Englifhman mud know, that 
all foreigners who refide a conliderable 
time in our country, if they learn our lan- 
guage diffidently to converfe in it, foon 
loole the purity of their own, by a mixture of 
the two tongues, and by frequently thinking 
in the one, and fpeaking in the other. I 
have never known a French governefs, or 
teacher at a boarding-fcnool, who, in fix or 
feven years refidencc here, has not lod as 
much of her own language, as the has 
gained of ours. It is the fame with >rofefled 
language maders ; of whom, if I wifhed to 
learn a living language with correchiefs and 
purity, I would, c.rtcris paribus, prefer him 
who had come lad from his own country. 
At Vienna, Italian is more generally fpoken 

than 
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than French, particularly among Grangers, 
and the Corps diplomatique. Indeed on account 
of the Auftrian poffeffions in Italy, there are 
generally more Italians in the capital of the 
empire, than French ; fo that Metaftafio 
had no occaiion to learn German for the 
fake of converfation, though he had acquired 
according to his own account (a), the names 
of neceffaries in that language, per falvar la 
•vita. And I am inclined to believe, that it 
was neither the harfhnefs of the Teutonic 
dialed, nor the difficulty of learning it, that 
fo much prevented or impeded his acquiring 
it, as the fear of corrupting his own. 

But as his friend and correfpondent, Sig. 
Saverio Mattei, fays (<£), “whoever would 
have an exad account of his cuftoms, man- 
ners, way of thinking of himfelf and others; 
of the fulfiling his duties, the viciffitudes of 
his fortune, his application, and the degree 
of fuccefs with which his works were at 
firft received, with their influence on the 
public tafte of Italy, and on every lyric ftage 
in Europe, can only find them in his 

(a) Mufttal Tour through Germany , &c. Vol. I. Art. 
Vienka. 

(b) Memorie per fervire alia vita del Metastasio, 

1785. ' 

Letters ;’\ 
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Litters;” we (hall proceed to (ele&, ex- 
trad!, and tranflate, fuch of them as ftill 
remain unnoticed, concerning the fubfequent 
part of his life. 



LETTER I. 

TO SIG. SAVERIO MATTEI. 

Having no experienced and trufty corre- 
fpondent in Triejle , I have not been able to 
avail myfelf of your fage counfel in fixing on 
a commiffioner there, who would undertake 
to receive and forward to Vienna, the box 
which you have fent by that road ; but I am 
acquainted with perfons here, who are on 
very friendly terms with the conful in that 
city, Sig. D. Giovan Battijla Orlandi , and I 
have already obtained a promife of his affift- 
ance with refpedt to the box in queftion ; fo 
that we have reafon to hope for better for- 
tune from the prefent expedient than the 
pafl. The advice which you give me of the 
precious contents of this box, makes me 
very impatient fo- its arrival ; after which 
you (hall have tranimitted to you, an exadf 
relation of the pleafure and profit which 
this acquifition (hall have produced. In the 

mea^ 
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mean time, I beg of you to deliver, in my 
■name, all due acknowledgments to the 
moft worthy counfellor Patrizij , for the 
generous alacrity with which he has fecond- 
ed your beneficent intention of enriching me 
with his excellent writings ; and allure him 
of my fincere refpedts. I have read with 
equal delight and admiration, your new, 
eloquent, fage, and learned difiertation, 
upon the Dramatico-Lvrica poetry of the 
Pfalms ; and I do not fee how it is poflible,. 
that opprefled as you are with the enormous 
weight of fo many legal, profefiional, literary, 
and domeltic cares, you are able to preferve 
entire and equal to yourfelf, that wonderful 
vigour of mind, which is neceflary to the 
continual produdtion of new works, as valu- 
able for their corredtnefs, as genius and 
variety of knowledge. Then I know not 
how to exprefs to you my fatisfadlion, in find- 
ing fuch an exadt coincidence in our way of 
thinking, concerning the affinity between 
the ancient and modern theatre, and that, 
without the leaft communication with each 
other on the fubjech In an extradl from the 
poetics of Ariftotle, which I have lately 
augmented, and in which I have endeavour- 
ed to combine the dramatic precepts of this 

great 
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great philofophef with my own but too 
long experience ; and likewife in the notes 
which I am going to amufe myfelf with 
writing to my old tranflation of Horace’s 
Epiftle to the Pifbs, I fee, that your reafon- 
ing and mine fet off from the fame fource, 
though they meet in concurrence by mere 
accident ; and the fpontaneous opinion of 
ilich a one as you, puts me in humour ^vith 
my own. 

I am forry that your well-known partiality 
in my favour, fhould expofe you to a parti- 
cipation of the vigour of the learned author 
of the Roman daily literary journal againft 
me, whofe impatient finqerity has manifeftly 
mt for object, and not you; but the opportu- 
nity which it has afforded you of becoming 
by this laft prcdu&iop. more wonderful, and 
more celebrated, and me of being able to 
boafl of fuch an inftance of your affedlion, 
certainly demands our gratitude more than 
releutment. Tq fay the truth, I fhould 
rather have expedted from my country, a 
defence than an attack ; but it is jud that all 
private regard fhould give wAy to the advan- 
tages of public correction. As for myfelf, 
my dear Sig. Saverio, who am rendered 
callous and impenetrable by old habits (good 

or 
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or bad) contrived by an uninterrupted ufe of 
more than half a century, and in which I 
have been indulged not with an accidental, 
but conftant favour of the public, it would 
be manifeft injuftice in mb to pretend to fee 
or feel the neceffity of the propofed correc- 
tions; and upon the inutility of admitting 
them, you have written with fo much learn- 
ing and folidity, that I Ihould be utterly un- 
able to add any thing to your realons, which 
Would not be repetition and fuperfluous. 
Allure yourfelf, therefore, that my affection 
for you encreafes, in proportion to the new 
and illuftrious proofs which 1 receive, from, 
day to day, of your friendlhip. 

Vienna, March u, 1773. 



LETTER IL 

TO THE SAME. 

In lhort, we mull: never delpair. For 
When I had relinquilhed all expedition, that, 
the box of books, which you had kindly di- 
redled to me fo many months ago, would 
ever arrive, the incloled letter of advice 
from a courier of Triejle , moll unexpedtedljr 

informed 
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informed me, that all its contents had Ions 
been in the pofteffion of Ratrop , the druggift 
at Vienna. I fought, and found him. He 
has configned to my meffenger, the book 
of counfellor Patrizj ; and the mufic of the 
Pfalm, fet by Sig: Cafaro, with fix volumes, 
that is to fay, two copies of the three firft 
volumes of the new edition, in oflavo, of 
of the poetical books of the bible ; and all 
this, not only without a box, but without 
any kind of envelope, or direflion, to iiir 
form the druggift how to difeover to whom 
thefe goods appertained. It will now be of 
no confequence to inveftigate the caufc 
of this diforder : I fhall therefore indulge 
my impatience, and immediately proceed to 
give you an account of the effeft which your 
precious gift has produced in me, though 
hardly fummis labiis degujlatum. 

I began by reading the firft con- 

fultations of the very worthy counfellor 
Patrizj, nor did I defift till I had entirely 
admired them all. I am extremely obliged 
to you, for having enriched me with fuch a 
treafure ; and I entreat you to inform the 
illuftrious writer, of my true refpefl and gra- 
titude, for the honour he has done the re- 
public of letters, and his country. 

z Of 
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Of the mafterly Pfalm, by the celebrated 
Cafaro(c\ it does not become me to fpeak. It 
is ail acquifition for Signora Martinetz to 
appreciate, not me. She feized, played, and 
fung it, the inftant it was received in my 
prefence ; and it appeared too fhort. We 
returned to it, and tried it again the next 
day, more deliberately ; when fhe difcovered 
in it new beauties, and determined to ftudy 
it conftantly for her improvement in har- 
mony. She has commiffioned me to render 
you a million of thanks, for your kind atten- 
tion ; and I join to them my own acknow- 
ledgments, for the pleafure which I have 
received myfelf in hearing this admirable 
raulic performed. 

I have ftill to fpeak of my new obligations 
to you, for enriching me with duplicates of 
the fecond edition of the three firft volumes, 
of your mofl learned book. I have already 
examined them, though fejlinanti oculo , 
and find that this edition is more elegant, 
more convenient, more ornamented, and 
more rich than the firft. — The beautiful 
otftave ftanza, the learned difertation on the 
traditions that have been preferved, &c. and 

( c ) Sig. Cafaro, an excellent Neapolitan compofcr, 
ih a corrcdt, Col d) and mafterly ftile. 

what 
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What you have added, are all worthy of you, 
and extremely applicable to the fubjedi. But 
what has interefted me moil, is an unex- 
pedted portrait, elegantly drawn, of my deaf 
Signor Saverio, and that which he has fo well 
delineated, in words, of his moft worthy 
father. I have been pleafed to find in the 
features of the firft, particularly in the eyes, 
a perfpicacious vivacity beaming from the 
mind ; and that exemplary filial tendernels 
in the expofition of the fecond, which ren- 
ders vifible the excellent heart of the 
painter. 

But amidft fo many motives of fatisfac- 
tion, I cannot conceal my chagrin, in per- 
ceiving what a number of my letters you 
have publifhed, in l'pite of my continual 
prayers and remonftrances to the contrary. 
If, Sir, you had believed them fincere, loving 
me as you always feemed to do, you would 
not have manifefted your affedtion by con- 
tinuing fo conftantly to afflidt me ; fo that I 
am convinced you muft regard my antipathy 
in the fame light as Virgil did the fhynels 
of Galatea : Qua fagit ad falices , & Je cupit 
ante videri. But if fuch is your opinion, 
you are miftaken. Sir, and wrong me very 
much. My timidity, 1 know*as well as you, 

may 
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may be carried to excels, but not to hypo*- 
crily ; and, at prefent, you ought to have a 
better opinion of my heart. Pardon, or 
rather receive kindly, this tranfport of fcrur 
pulous friend fh ip, in which all ditfimulatio.n 
is culpabk ; but ftijl continue to loye your, 

'&C. 

Vienna, May 17th, 1773 * 



LETTER III. 

. » 

TO THE SAME* 

The violent jtenfion of my nerves, par- 
ticularly in the head, ,a.nd hypochondriac 
affe&ions, which at this time of the year 
plague me infufferably, and deprive me of 
all a<51ivity, and power of application how- 
ever flight, have not abated my eagernefs to 
read your phiiofophical and very learned 
diflertation on mulic ; and I have determined 
to give it a fecond peruial, for which I lhall 
be well rewarded, as foon as I am able to 
undertake it with lefs heroifm. In the mean 
time, let me confefs, that the partiality in my 
favour, which runs through all your writings, 
if it does not convince me of my merit, 
affures me of your love ; and I am ex- 
vol. ill. L tremcly 
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tremely grateful for fo dear and valuable 4 
poffelfion. 

The truths which you aliert concerning 
modern theatres, with lb much eloquence 
and learning, are fo evident and incontefti- 
ble, and have been but too long remarked 
with indignation by myfelf, that in a fit of 
dilguft, I determined upwards of fifteen years 
ago, never to enter any theatre again, ex- 
cept that of the court, which for my com- 
fort, is now wholly fhut up. When abufes 
are arrived at their higheft excefs, nature, 
and the inability itfelf of human affairs, 
alone can cure them. You may flatter your- 
lelf with the hopes of feeing this change, but 
not I ; lo that it is more your bufinel's than 
v mine to endeavour to haflen it. 

The ingenious and lively fcherzo poetico 
(poetical flight}for the enfuing feftival, which 
you have been fo obliging to fend me, is 
worthy of the occafion. I have perufed it 
more than once, with that pleafure which I 
always receive from whatever comes from 
your pen ; and I conllantly find new caule 
of admiration and envy, at the fecundity 
with which you treat every fubjeft, however 
barren and common in itfelf. I pray heaven 
to preferve you, and forgive the abufe of that 

vigour 
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Vigour which it has granted you, by allowing 
yourfelf no kind of relaxation amidft fuch 
numerous and different applications. Wifh- 
ing for the continuance of your affedion, 
I remain, &c. 

Vienna, December 3, 1773* 




As no more than two letters from our 
feard to this fpirited and voluminous writer, 
remain to tranflate and infert, though their 
dates are pofterior to thofe which are ftill 
behind, addreffed to other perfons, we fhall 
finifh this correfpondence ; as the letters be- 
ing chiefly on learned and critical fubje&s, 
arc too much connected by reference to each 
other, to be feparated without fatiguing the 
recolle6tion of the reader. 

t » ** 

LETTER IV. , 

TO SIG. SAVERIO MATTEI. 

ThereJs no occafion, my dear D. Sa verio, 
to reform any of the verfions of the Pfalms 
which you have obligingly fentme, they being 
already fo advantageoufly adapted for the re- 
ception of mufic. I am truly fenflble of the 
labour which you muft have had in fele&ing 

L 2 paffages 
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paffages favourable to Airs, Duets, and Trio3y 
and in faithfully Compreffmg into them the 
fenle of the text,- without loling that noble f - 
clear, and elegant fraoothnefs, fo necelfary to 
tnufic, fo eafy in appearance, and fo difficult 
■to attain. But do not repent of your fatigue. 
It is concealed in amafterly manner ; and you 
have fully accomplilhed what you propofed; 
fo that* at prefent, every cpmpofer will employ 
in thefe Plalms, both the fpecies into which 
Ariftotle divides mufic ; that is, the plain and 
florid (as the ancients in the dfaerbia) ufing in 
the Recitatives the firff, which is fp fipaplc 
and unadorned, that it is fufficiently formed’ 
by the mere cadence pf the verfe ; and in the 
iecond, the more ornate, which acquires the 
name of Melody in our Airs, as the ancient 
did in the cantica, monodia, Jlrophes, antri- 
flrophesy and epods < This melody is formed 
(as you very well know) principally from 
rhythm or numbers , of which the metres 
are a part ; but thefe metres do not con- 
ilitute rhythm, if flat arbitrarily varied 
£nd compounded by a .combination of pe* 
-nodical meafures, which are invented, with 
more or lefs felicity* by muficfl com- - 
porters in proportion to their genius and 
-abilities ; hence arifes that alluring and in- 
finite variety in the Airs of different mailers 

to 
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to the fame words, in the Subjeft, Move- 
ment, Style, Paifages, or whatever you are 
pleated to call them. But the convenience 
which compofers will find in fetting your 
Pfalms to mufic, is manifefi: and endlefs ; 
being now furnifhed with rhythmic poetry^ 

inflead of the mere accents of profe, which 

% 

they were obliged to feek and expand or 
contraft into meafure, for the fake pf their 
melody. I congratulate you on yourfuccefs 
in this enterprize, and myfclf, in finding 
that, without previous difcuffion, ouf opinions 
ponflantly coincide. 

I cannot forgive you for unjuftly calling 
your eloquent and learned letter, to the jour- 
nalift of Modena, mere babble. Such in- 
juflice merits reparation, and of the fame 
kind as that of Longinus, who having called 
the events of the Odyffey of Homer mere 
dreams, immediately repents, and adds: but 
they are the dreams of Jove. If, however, 
I was difpofed to cenfure you, I fhotild per- 
haps fay, that the occafion did not merit fuch 
pains. But every thing merits pains, when 
there is any one, who like you, can turn 
every fubjeft to general inftrudHon, as well 
as to the increafe of his own fame. All 
your letters which I have found in the fheet$ 

3 >vh\cl* 
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which you have fent me, are extremely wor*? 
thy of the writer ; but particularly, the ele-r 
gant, reverential, and decorous Latin epiftle, 
addreffed to the Servus fervorum. In ffiort, 
there is no literary province in which you 
are not a citizen. 

But do not, my dear D. Saverio, imagine 
the fame of me ; for if I had not a fmall place 
in Parnaffus, I ffiould perhaps find a habita- 
tion no where elfe. What can I therefore 
fay to you about the various effays on legifla- 
tion, by yourfelf and others, with which you 
have fo obligingly furniffied me ? It is true, 
that I diicover fadls in them, that have been 
mentioned in your works, and fry to underr 
Hand them ; but I ffiall never have the 
courage to difcover my opinion of them 
If a poet may be allowed to judge of the 
eloquence and hiftorical part of a work, I 
lhall fay fincerely, that I have read with in- 
finite pleafure, the life pf the Marquis Fra - 
gianni, written with elegance, and judgment, 
and reduced ip the raoil difficult forrp pf a 

* The late Dr. Johnfcm, having been {hewn a proof- 
flicct of the Dijfertation on the Mufic of the Ancients, by 
the Editor of Metaftaho’s Life and Letters, faid to him, — - 
“ Sir ! the words arc well arranged: but I do not undef- 
f ftand one of them.” 

3 pontinuecj 
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continued dedication to the learned and fage 
reports and cafes in jurifprudence, o£ coun- 
cilor Patrizj. I fhould wifh to this great 
and moft worthy friend, the fame and fortune 
of his celebrated matter Fragianni, if I did 
not already difcover that the firft is pre-* 
• pared, and that he is not far from the other : 
I fhall therefore rather form wifhes, as you 
are inferior to none in merit, and in the 
univerfal etteem which that merit has ac- 
quired you, that vanquishing every obftacle 
which envy may throw in your way, you 
may compel fortune to join in rewarding 
your virtue. Continue, in the mean time, to 
honour me with your regard, and to allure 
yourfelf, of the high eftimation in which I 
hold your extenfive knowledge, and wonder- 
ful talents ; and that I fhall be always, &c. 

Vienna, January 15, 1774. 



LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME, 

I am extremely obliged to you, my dear 
D. Saverio, for not Suffering me to remain 
i/i ignorance, of your elegant and excellent 
poem on the birth of our Saviour. In its con- 

l 4 traded 
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traded form, the ricfh mine from which it 
has been drawn is difcoverable. Such ma- 
fterly miniatures fometimes coft the more 
trouble, in proportion to the necdfity of con- 
cealing it, in thefe poetic labours, more 

_ than in anv other. 1 have communicated it 
* 

to leveral perfons. All applauded it, and I 
am flattered by the confirmation of my own 
opinion. I am told, that an edition of your. 
Plalms, is already printing at Padua; fee 
that this moil happy Canzonetta is inferted 
in one of the volumes : as thefe lhort com- 
pofitions are foon loft, when printed lepa- 
rately. I am impatient to lee this Pata- 
vinian edition, of which I am told, and 
much more, the many corredions which you 
fay you have made in thofe places, which 
did not fatisfy your extreme faftidious tafte, 
though fo univerlally approved by others. 
The learned men of that feminary, make 
me hope that the edition will be extremely 
corred ; pnd I wilh it as much fuccels as I 
do the magnificent edition of my own works, 
which is now preparing at Paris. 

The cold, horrid, and obftinate winter, 
.. with which we are ftill ftruggling, is not at 
all favourable to my hypochondriac affec- 
tions : the poor nerves fuffer more than 

ufual, 
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ufual, and require a greater expencc of 
patience than my capital can afford. How- 
ever, there are people who hear petrifaction 
heroically ; but the trade of a hero is a curfed 
trade. 

V 

I am extremely grateful for the valuable, 
acquilition, which your golden writings have 
procured me, of fo valiant, learned and cele- 
brated a champion, as the Abate Cefarotti ; 
whole vaft knowledge, fubiime genius, and 
wonderful activity, I have long admired, in. 
every Ipecies of plqafing and profound litera- 
ture. I am only lorry, that he has armed 
himfelf with my trifling works againlt our 
foreign foes ; but the fmallelt twig in fuch 
hands, becomes as formidable a weapon as 
the club of Hercules. Adieu my dear friend. 
Take care of yourfelf, and believe me ever, 
&c. 

Vienna, February 15, 1779.. 



Among Metaftafio’s literary correlpond- 
ents, 'whom he never law, or had heard of, 
till made acquainted with their exiltence by 
a prefent of their works, was the Abate 
^Iazza ; who, in 1766, lent him two poeti- 
cal clfays, accompanied with a letter, which 

the 



Digitized by Google 




< >54 ) 

the imperial laurcat acknowledged with his 
accuftomed urbanity. Indeed though neither 
the writings, nor the name of this author 
feem to have penetrated into our country, 
the elegant and warm encomiums beftowed 
pn them, by fo exquifite a judge, deducting 
for mere civjlity and fear of offence, excite 
curipfity and an eager with to be acquainted 
with them, “ I have read the whole of your 
prefent,” fays he, in his firft letter to this 
Abate, “ and almoft re-read, with the plea- 
“ fure and admiration which productions fo 
** rich and elaborate deferve. Y ou have no 
“ occafion for my vote, to be fure of a dil*- 
“ inguifhed place ip Parpaffus. Your own 
“ talents, learning, indefatigable application, 
“ and finding time of life, render your elec- 
♦* tion certain. What may we not pxpeCt from 
“ a foil, which produces fuch exquifite fruit, 
“ at a period when flowers can hardly be 
“ expected ? I can fee no obstacle which cap 
** check your flight, but want of volition. 

Natural difpofition armed with fuch vari- 
“ ous knowledge, wants only felf-confidence, 
to enable you to quit the traCts which have 
*t been fo long beaten by others, and finally 
“ to feek in your own judgment the true 

patl)S to utility and delight. -You muff 

“ net 
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** not expe& that I ftiould fpeak of your elo- 
iC quent and flattering letter, nor of the 
*t magnificent fonnet which accompanies it. 
( f In fpeaking of either, vanity would appear 
through the tranfparent mafk of humility.’* 
In 1771, after praifing in very ftrong 
terms, fome other poems which this author 
had lent him, Metaftafio adds : “ I congra- 
“ tulate yon finc?rely on your fuccefs in 
** thefe productions ; and from the fmall por- 
“ tion of prophefy which I may claim as an 
** old prieft of Apollo, I venture to predift, 
“ that you will appear to pofterity, one of the 
“ brighteft ornaments of the Italian Par- 
“ naflus.” 

Again, the lame year, he* fays to this 
young poet : “ from the fuperabundant re- 
“ turn of praife with which you honour me, 
** in your laft letter, 1 begin to fear that my 
*f approbation of your lyrical compofitions 
“ has been regarded by you, mope in the light 
w of gratitude than juftice ; therefore to 
avoid every expreflion that may be con- 
“ ftrued into panegyric, I muft tell you with 
(i hiftoric fimplicity, that you haye wonder- 
** fully united the lively flalhes of genuine 
f f poetry, with the minute philofophical 

anftlyfis pf the effence and a&ivity of that 
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f‘ harmony which is fought in all the opera* 
** tions of nature.” 

And finall}', in 1 773, he tells his poetical 
correfpondent, that he had repeatedly read 
“ the three odes on the effe&s of mufic, the 
** hymn to the Creator, and the two fonnet? 
“ to his fqvereign on the commencement of 
P the new year, and always with new plea- 
f* fore and admiration ; and inftantly dif- 
“ covered in the richnefs of the metal, the 
mine that had 1 produced it. To fuch 
* poetic eloquence, always big with ideas ? 
** always fonorous, fparkling, and equal tq 
yourlelf, it is not permitted for every inha? 
“ bitant of Parnaflus to afpire” — but the b^rd 
** entreats him not to rilk the difgrace of hi^ 
P judgment, by excefs of partiality to him- 
f felf, or provoke his readers tq examine 
P his merit too minutely.” 

if a fpecimen of Metaftafio’s elegant and 
polite acknowledgment of unfolicited favours 
from new correfpondents was neceflary, per* 
flaps his hrft letter to the Marquis Andrcaji 
pnight bp feledted, as a model of its kind. 



LET, 
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LETTER Vl. 

.... 

fd THE MARCHESE LODOVICCT ANDREASI* 

OF MANTUA. 

Returning honle the other day, I found 
On my table an elegant dalket, big with raoft 
valuable merchandife, and delivered without 
dire&ion or letter. Upon enquiry, my fer- 
vant told me, that as far as he could gather 
from the bearer, it was a prefent from the 
Marquis Andreafi : but he was unable to 
difcover the name of the benevolent com- 
miflary, who had undertaken to have it de- 
livered to me : and he therefore ftill remains 
incognito. This circumftance difcovers the 
author. And who elfe would have thought 
of giving me fuch a fweet, and flattering 
teftimony of his remembrance, which alone, * 
without embellifhment, is always fufficient 
to fulfil the meafure of my ambition? For 
if this contrivance had no other merit in my 
eyes, than the having employedyour thoughts 
on me, for a few minutes extraordinary, I 
fhould think myfelf in a particular manner 
indebted to it. 

Now 
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Now you have fo well fweetencd taf 
exiftence by your gifts, forget not to honour 
me with your commands, and give a&ivity 
to the refpedt and gratitude with which I 
‘ have the honour to be, &c. 

Vienna, June 24, 1773. 



We lhall now return to his old confidential 
friend, Sig. Filipponi, fecretary of the uni-* 
verfity of Turin. 

r * _ * 

LETTER Vlf. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

$ 

The prolix enumeration of the amiabh* 
and refpeftable qualities of this Count Scar- 
nafigt which you have detailed, my deaf 
Filipponi, with fuch feeming pleafure in your 
laft letter, is but a repetition of what 1 had 
long fince learned from our friend Count 
Montagnine , who was perfectly acquainted 
with his merit, and flattered me with the 
hopes, of fome time or other procuring me 
the honour of fo valuable an acquaintance. 

My 



\ 
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My felf-love does not rife to fuch a height, 
my dear friend, as to believe my private 
letters fit to fee the light, hiving been writ- 
ten in hafte, and fent away, without ever 
being read by myfelf. The rapacity of print- 
ers, who make not the lead: fcruple of en- 
riching themfelves at the expence of an au- 
thor’s reputation, have attempted, without my 
permifion, in Naples, Florence, and Bolog- 
na, to publilh a colle&ion of them ; but thank 
heaven, I was apprifed of their intention 
time enough to prevent their putting fuch a 
defign in execution, and lhall continue to 
prevent them in future, to the utmoft of my 
power. 

The manifeft inattention with which your 
royal prefs (at Turin) has publifhed the 
tenth volume of my poems, does not make 
me wilh to fee an eleventh volume printed 
with equal negligence ; you will therefore 
believe that I fhall not be very diligent in 
colle&ing materials for it. 

Vienna, May 2, 1774. 



LET- 
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LETTER VIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

As you had prepared me, my deaf friern^ 
For the arrival of the mod worthy Count 
Scan:q/igi, at this court, it is my duty to give 
you an account of his reception. This mi- 
jiiifer, in the few days which he has refided 
at Vienna, has already had the power of 
acquiring the approbation and efteem of the 
Whole court, the miniftry, and the nobles. I 
was early in paying my refpe&s to him ; he 
has repeatedly honoured me with vifits, and 
we have already paffed fome evenings to- 
gether, under my roof, in a fmall lociety to 
which I am accuftomed. So that I have had 
the advantage of long converfations with 
him, and found him cultivated, obliging, full 
of various and uncommon information, and 
of a gay and graceful commerce, in which he 
has the faculty of pleafing, without the lead: 
tinflure of diplomatic myftery or dignity 
hence, I venture, by virtue of my poetical 
privilege, to preditt, that he will fulfil his 
tommiflion with applaufe. 

Hitherto 

2 
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Hitherto he has lodged at a villa in the 
environs of Vienna ; but he,, lias taken a 
magnificent houfe in the city, where I fhall 
make my court, when age and infirmities 
will allow mei He has frequently fpoken 
of you with regard ; and I can perceive, , 
clearly, that he remembers you with affec- 
tion. But let this fuffice for the prefent, as 
it is all that my tumultuous hypochondriacs 
Will allow me to write. / 

Vienna, Auguft i 8 , 1774. 



LETTER IX, 

TO THE SAME. 

You mdy trace and afcertain, my dear 
Sig. Filipponi, an almoft im memorable and 
Uninterrupted polTeflioii of my tender friend- 
fliip, and are enabled to figure to yourfelf 
what confolation I mu ft receive from the 
affurances of your affection, and the emotions 
which your laft moft cordial letter muft 
have occafioned in my mind ; I fhall there- 
fore not attempt to defcribe them, nor folicit 
the continuance of your kindnefs, as neither 
of us has it in his power now to change his 
fyftem. 

vol. in. . M You 
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You are now in the midft of the feffivity 
of royal nuptials ; and we have no reafon to 
envy you, as we are likewife enjoying the 
prefence of his moft ferene highnefs the 
.Archduke Ferdinand, and the charming 
Archduchefs his comfort, the Princefs d’Efte, 
who has endeared herfelf to all the inhabit- 
ants of this country, from the court to the 
cabin. The magnificent and numerous de- 
monftrations of joy, with which our court 
honours . and adorns the prefence of thefe 
great and beloved gueils, are truly imperial ; 
but you will, however, far furpafs us in the 
llrife of felicitation, as You will prefcrvc 
your acquifitions, and We are not far off the 
painful moment of being bereaved of ours. 

Adieu, my dear friend. Prefcrvc your 
health, and continue to believe me invari- 
ably yours. 

Vienna, O&ober 12, 1775. 



This is the laft letter that feems to have 
been prelerved, between thefe two old friends; 
though Sig. Filipponi Jived, and feems to 
have continued the correfpondence, till .the 
vear 1779. The following letter of con- 
dolehce to his ion, is a melancholy record 

... .of 
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of Metaftafio’s affliction, oil the deceafe of a 
pcrfon for whom he feems to have had to 
cordial an attachment. 



LETTER X. 

TO SIG. LUIGI FILIPPONI, 

Auditor of the Royal Chamber of Accounts to 
the King of Sardinia. 

The melancholy news of the deceafe of 
your worthy father, my old and moft cordial 
friend," Signor Tommafo Filipponi, did not 
arrive without an ill-boding precurfor. The 
unufual long parentheies which he begun to 
make in our correfpondence, had already, 
for fome time, occalioned black fufpicions, 
concerning which I was afraid to enquire, 
left they lhould be verified. From my own 
great and juft affliction, I can comprehend 
what yours muft be, wounded at once, in 
the two moft fenfxble parts of the heart. 
But if I am not entitled to the fame degree of 

O 

pity as is due to you, difdain not, atleaft, to al- 
low me to be no unworthy companion in your 
forrow, and in that affeCtion which we have 
both had in common. Forgive involuntary 

m 2 brevity. 
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brevity, and believe me to be with the moil 
fincere and refpedtful efteem, &c. 

Vienna, March 17* 1779. 



The following letters of this period, will 
(hew how dexteroufly Metaftafio eluded 
gratifying the vanity of authors, who fent 
him their works, in hopes of obtaining from 
his candour and politenefs, tome token of 
approbation, as a certiorari , in pafling them 
through the world. 

LETTER XL 

, TO COUNT DANIEL FLORIO. 

With whom Metajlafo , (fays the editor of his 
Letters J was in clofe friendjhip and corref- 
fondence . 

It is unneceflary for me to inform you* 
Sir, of my internal and candid opinion con- 
cerning the admirable Pindaric ode, which, 
with affe&ionate partiality, you have been 
pleated to communicate to me. It neither 
is, nor can be, different from that which 
the produ&ions of your cultivated and ad- • 
mirable genius have always exacted from 

me ; 



t 



Digitized by Google 




( I«S ) 

me ; and which, to do honour to my own 
judgment, I am never tired of repeating at 
all times and in all places. To fecond, by 
my obedience, your exceffive modefty, in a 
moll attentive re-perufal of this moft neat 
and finished compofition, I have fought, 
with almoft malignant folicitude, for fome 
little imperfection, which I might, with the 
leaft appearance of reafon, point out; but 
have not fijcceeded in finding one ; on the 
contrary, in thefe refearches, I am more 
and more convinced, that your poetic vigour 
is encreafed, inftead of diminished, by years ; 
and am confirmed in my Former opinion, 
that whoever would be acquainted with the 
true enchanting language fpoken in Helicon 
by Apollo and the Mufes, thould read your 
verfes, Thefe indifputable truths I am 
proud to know, and anxious to publith ; 
' hence you may eafily imagine what pleafure 
it would afford me to feize the opportunity 
which you would give me of prefacing your 
incomparable poem, when printed, with a 
letter ; but, tor my great misfortune, I am 
totally unable to avail myfelf of this permif- 
fion. And here I thall relate to you the intu- 
perable obftacle. Many years ago, it was 

m 3 the 
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the cuftom of a fwarm of verv obfcure in- 

j 

fe£ts of our Italian Parnaifus, imitating each 
other, to fend me their works in manufcript; 
and afterwards print them, prefixing, with- 
out my permifiion, the letter, which in mere 
civility, I had written, in returning the MS. 

I did not fail to relent this ; but my letter ' 
only produced a formal requeft, that my 
opinion (or rather eloge) might be printed 
with their works. I reflected, that if I had 
only obliged thofe who dcferved it, the reft 
would have been in a fury; and if I had in- 
difcriminately complied with every requeft, 

I muft have appeared either like the am- 
bling nag of Silenus, or a . moft impudent 
and barefaced flatterer. Hence, I found it 
the l'afeft wav, to cxcufe mvfelf, modeftlv, 
to all. This law, which I neccftarily im- 
pofed on myfelf, i^ now become inviolable, 
from the juft fear ol offending thofe to whom 
I owe refpedt, and with whofe requefts, for 
the reafons juft afligned, 1 was unable to 
comply. Pity me therefore, my dear Count, 
for my not being able to avail myleli of i'o 
favourable an opportunity of doing honour 
to my judgment ; and be not offended, if the 
genus irritabik vatvrn which impofed filencc 

on 
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on Horace, fhould terrify iuf-- I thank you 
however, for the partiality which fuggefted 
the idea. 

Vipnna, April 15, 1775. 



I 

LETTER XII. 

* . r 

TO THE SAME. 

After a prolix reply to your lad: favour, 
comes another, with a magnificent Sonnet 
to my honour and glory. And what excefs 
of poetic furor could have {Emulated my 
dear Count, after more than forty years of 
affedtionate friendfhip, to fet about leading 
into the temptations of vanity, a poor fol- 
lower of Apollo, who has already laid down 
the laurel and worn out lyre, and offer to 
him that precious incenfe which alone be-fi 
longs to the luminous fons of fortune ? God' 
forgive you ! If I had not, for the reafon- 
affigned in my preceding letter, been depri-' 
ved of the power of calling the mufes to my 
affiftance, and was not bufily. occupied in' 
executing the orders of my fovereigns, I 
lhould perhaps have tried to revenge myfelf, 
by another Sonnet ; but I am very glad* Qf 
this legitimate excule, which Ikreens me 

m 4 from 
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from the difadvantage of a parallel, particu-i 
larly with thefe fhort arms, which I am un- 
ufed to wield, &c, 

LETTER XIII, 

/ 

TO THE SAME. 

My poor Nuga canorce are unworthy of a 
place among the choice and learned volumes 
which you are collefting. However, if your 
fond partiality fhould obftinately determine 
on elevating them to fo high a rank, wait at 
leaft till they are adorned with their nuptial 
drefs, which our intrepid editor is at prelent 
preparing for them at Paris ; and who, if 
he fulfils his promife, will embellifh them 
with eleven copperplates, exquifitely engrav- 
ed, of which he has already fent me fbme 
proofs. This will be the neateft editioq 
which has hitherto appeared, and will, iq 
fome degree, be an excufe for its admif- 
fion into your library, as the excellence 
of the frame may make fbme amends for 
the mediocrity of the picture. 

Vienna, April 30, 1777. 

The following lettter to a young author 
of fome rank, in fociety at leaf!, if not 

among 
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among poets, feems worth infertion, not 
only for the elegance and politenefs of our 
author’s compliments, but for the judgment 
and good tafle with which he gives him hi* 
advice, 

letter XIV, 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY DON CLEMENTE 
FILOMARINO, 

A young gentleman in the firft flower of 
adolefcence, to have mounted already fo high 
in Parnaffus, is a phenomenon, no lefs rare, 
than important. The valuable fpecimens 
which you have fent me, are fufficient to 
manifefl: the uncommon fertility of your 
genius, the wonderful perfeverance of your 
application, the vigour with which you in- 
vent and think, and, above all, your natural 
propenfity to a noble clearnefs and perfpi- 
puity, which has n°t yet been feduced and 
contaminated by that obfeure ftyle which has 
ftrangely reigned, for fome years, in many 
parts of Italy ; where,, defpifing the favour of 
the people, that is, of the moll certain 
guarantees of immortality, and affecting pro- 
fundity of wifdom andfcience, writers arc loft 
in the dark clouds pf the confuted oraples of 
4 Delphos : 
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Deiphos: their flyle has not efcaped the 
mafterly whip of our great Venofinian bard, 
in his Ars Poetica. 

Et tulit eloquium infolitum facundia praceps : 
Utiliumque fagax rerum, & divina futuri 
Sortilegis non difcrepuit fententia Delphi s. 

Thus poetry precipitately flow’d, 

And with unwonted elocution glow’d} 

Pour’d forth prophetic truths in awful drain, 

Park as the language of the Delphic fane. 

Francis. 

Confide, therefore, in your natural good 
fenfe ; remember always, that the fir ft duty 
of a writer, is to make himfelf intelligible ; 
that the moft difficult art of being clear, 
without finking into meanneis, is much- 
more generally tafted, than the begging, 
dignity from darknefs ; and I’ll engage 
all my little credit, as an old Deacon 
of Apollo, to fccure to you a moft dif- 
tinguifhed place among the celebrated names 
of the elect Italian poetical band. 

The partial expreflions with which you 
honour me, are extremely flattering ; and I 
fhall not enter upon demonftrating their ex- 
cefs, left 1 fhould bring on myfelf new temp- 
tations of vanity from the fame quarter. 

Vienna April 6, 1775. 

. The 
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The fubfequent letter to the ingenious and 
eloquent Ex-Jefuit, Eximeno, will probably 
gratify the lovers of mufical hiftory. This 
bold writer on Mufic, publilhed at Rome, 
in 1774, a treatife in quarto, On the Origin 
and Rules of Mufic, with the Hiftory of its 
progrefs , declenfon , and renovation *. . In the 
preface to this treatife, the author modertly 
confefles, that by a combination of circum- 
ftances too long to relate, he chanced “ four 
years ago, to give a glance at mufic.” And 
during that fhort period, he not only made 
himlelf maftcr of the art, but difcovered 
great defe&s, both in its practice and theory. 
He propofes in his difiTertation, nothing lefs 
than a total diforganization of the prefent 
lyftem of counterpoint, which if adopted, 
would probably contribute about as much to 
the melioration of mufic, as the revolution 
in the government of France has contributed 
to the happinefs of its inhabitants. He 
Ihews no mercy to the ancient mafters of 
harmony, and as little to the moderns, who 
adhere to the old regime. This author, a 
fcholar, mathematician, and man of tafte 



* DtlV origine e delle regtlt della mufica , colla Jlorla del 
fuo progreJJ'o, decadenza , / rinnovazione. Opera di D. 
^ntonio Eximeno. 
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and learning in general literature, writes 
with fire and eloquence, on fubjedis within his 
competence ; but after trying to pull down all 
the ancient temples to Apollo, the buildings 
he propofes to eredt in their Head, were lo 
defedlive in defign and execution, that, they 
crumbled to pieces before they were finilhed ; 
nor do his plans feem to have been adopted 
by any man of genius or fcience, in order to 
propagate his dodtrines. 

In I775> this mufical Reformer attacked 
Padre .Martini , the raoft learned Contrapun- 
tal of the prefent century, in a work en- 
titled, Doubts concerning bis EJfay on the fun- 
damental Pradlice of Counterpoint *. And if 
he had confined his cenfures to the too 
great partiality and attachment of this good 
father, to the ancient method of building alj 
ecclefiallical harmony upon Canto fermo y he 
would probably have formed a powerful fedl ; 
but, extending his hoftilities to the works of 
all the fathers of harmony, and to the 
ancient fundamental principles of the art, 
his opinions l'cem to have been no more 

* Dubbio di D. Antonio Eximeno fopra il fagglo 
fendameniale pratko di ccntrappunto del reverendijftmo Pa - 
dre Maejho Giambattista Martini. In Roma, 
l’anno del Giubileo, mdcclxxv. 4to. 

. relpedted 
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\ x 

fefpe&ed at Rome, or in any part of Italy, 
on the fubjeft of mufic, than thofe of Luther 
or Calvin, concerning religion. 

It not only appears from the following 
letter, but from other letters of Metaftafio, 
that Signor Eximeno had projected a fcheme 
for printing this poet’s operas, with the 
original mufic in {core, which had been fet 
to them by the great matters of Italy, when 
they were firfb performed. To have affifted 
him in the execution of this plan, and others 
which he had in meditation, would have 
occupied too much of the Imperial Laureat’s 
leifure at his late time of life ; nor does it 
feem likely, that at an earlier period, he 
would have involved himfelf in labours of 
fuch a kind, with a man fo decifive, and of 
fuch difficult commerce, as D. Eximeno. 

LETTER XV. 

TO SIGNOR D. ANTONIO EXIMENO- 

Indolence (which at my time of life, is 
but too legitimate an excufe) has not been 
the only caufe of my tardinefs in anfwering 
your judicious, learned, and affedttionate let- 
ter of laft June : a letter which alone is Ef- 
ficient 
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ficient to convince me of the vaft extent of* 
your talents, the. value of the ample treafure 
with which your amazing indefatigable ap- 
plication has enriched your mind, the 
fapience of Horace, that is, the correCl 
judgment which reigns in all you think and 
write, a faculty which has at all times been 
uncommon, even among the greateft writers, 
and above all, the debt of gratitude for the 
exadt correfpondence of ideas which loads 
me with fuch vifibly exceffive, or rather 
affectionate partiality, as that with which 
you honour me and my writings : But a 
wifh (not a command) of my auguft Patro- 
nefs, that 1 would write fome verfes upon her 
delightful Imperial refidence at Schonbrunn , 
has obliged me to run unexpectedly to Par- 
naffus, and bring thence in hafte, a tribute of 
the few flowers that I have been able to gather 
in the humble bourns, beyond which I am 
forbidden to afcend. It certainly was not the 
merit of my homage, but my prompt obedi- 
ence which procured in writing, in fpeech, 
and in Imperial munificence, fuch marks of 
favour from my generous fovereign, and fo 
fuperior to my hopes, that I cannot yet re- 
cover from my confufion : and thefe, with 
the addition of attending the prefs in print- 

3 ia S 
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ing this late fruit of my exhaufted foil, have, 
till now, entirely ablorbed all my activity, 
which has ever been circumfcribed, but at 
prefent becomes more and more limited than 
ever*. 

After this juftification, let me, in the firft 
place, thank you for the favour which you 
have done me in defcribing the darknefs in 
which you >vere involved, in feeking for the 
true and folid principles of mufic t fince 
the example of fuch enquirers as you, dimi- 
nifih.es my own mortification in limilar at- 
tempts, which I* foon abandoned, in def- 
pair. 

The immenfe, and extremely expenfive, 
enterprize, which you have in meditation, 
of publifhing a new edition of my dramas, 
with their moft favourite mufic, and with 
fuch inevitably copious obfervations as you 
w-ill be obliged to give in defence of your 
opinions, opprefs my imagination, which 
reprefents to me the enormous fatigue, the 
excellive expence, the little hope of your 
indemnification by the number of purchafers, 
and ftill more;, with the painful refledtion, 
•that I lhall be utterly incapable of affifting 
you, as an able amanuenfis in this laborious 
undertaking, the diminution of my phyfical 

force 
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force not permitting me to pay with pun6hi-« 
ftlity, or even with Ihort anfwers, my debts 
to all thole who honour me with their 
letters. 

My works, however, would be in want of 
but too much correlation ; but how could 1 
plunge into fuch a fea of trouble ? I have 
already tired the public with too many of 
my gingling trifles ; and, belides the vigouf 
and patience which w'ould be wanting to go 
over them again, I lhould have to combat 
my vicious temperament, which inclines me 
always to doubt of myfelf, and not merely , ’ 
from excefs of modefty, but from infatiable 
lelf love, which frequently makes me rejedl 
tvhat is good, to run after what is perfect ^ 
by which means I run the rilk of chooling 
at Iafl: lomething (till worfe than the firft. 

Add to all this, that the appearing in print 
has always imprefled and Hill lmprefles me 
with fuch tefpeft, that without ablolute ne- 
ceffity, I fhould never have had the courage 
to rilk its effefts. I fhall here give you a 
proof of this diffidence* Many fears ago, I 
Undertook and compleated an extract froni 
the Poetics of Ariftotle, in which, chapter by 
chapter, I confelfed what I was able to ufr- - 
derltaftd, and what remained ftill oblcure to 

me, 
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me, in fpite of the diligence and fagacity of 
the moft illuftrious commentators ; I tried to 
acquire a more clear idea of the nature of 
Poetry , Imitation , aud Probability. By examin- 
ing the Greek and Roman dramas, I have 
demonftrated the falfe foundation of fome of 
the rules laid down by modern critics; and 
have pointed out the authority which the 
text gave me, of laying down certain axioms, 
which the pra&ice of more than fifty years' 
has (hewn to be erroneous. Even before I 
had made this extra#, 1 had translated into 
blank verfe an exa# verfion of Horace’s 
Art of Poetry, with the moft fcrupulous fide- 
lity, illuftrated with notes, that were neither 
common nor pedantic, but necefifary ; and yet 
thefe two labours, terminated long fince, not- 
withftanding the folicitations of my friends, 
deep quietly in my port-folio ; and there 
they will remain undifturbed : as I cannot 
poffibly mufter courage fufficient to publifh 
them. With this difpofition of mind, you 
may.eafily imagine. Sir, what agitation your 
affeftionate and partial propofition of em- 
ploying your pen in writing my life muft 
have occafioned. Drive from your thoughts, 
I entreat you, my dear D. Antonio, fuch 
wicked temptations, if you would not ex- 
vol. in. n ceffively 
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cefliv'ely affiift me by your too great defire of 
doing me honour. It is a perilous generofity 
to be prodigal of incenfe fo fweet to fuch as 
me: it wouldexcite nothing but envy, dilputes, 
and malignity, among partisans; but ftill if 
by means of your enchanting eloquence, it 
were to fucceed to your wifhes, in obliging 
the whole world to be of your opinion, and 
you Ihould lift me up to the (kies, I muft 
confefs (call it weaknefs or reafon, as you 
pleafe) I do not feel myfelf* inclined to be a 
living fpe£tator of my Apotheofis. With the 
lame lincerity as I confefs my infirmity, per- 
mit me' to acknowledge my infinite gratitude 
, and true fenfie of your partiality towards me, 
which I regard as a mod: valuable acquifi- 
tion. But how would it be poflible for Me 
to inform you of the Beft Mufic that has 
been fet to my operas, having fcarcely heard 
of any but what has been performed in 
the theatre of the Imperial Cotirt ? and of 
this, the chief part has been fet by the 
celebrated Caldara , an eminent contra- 
puntift, but extremely deficient in expreffion, 
rand pleafing melody. 

The moll painful effect of my inability, 
would be the diminution of your efteein: 
but you are too juft to regard as crimes mere 

. A involuntary 
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involuntary defeats : with this hope I fhall 
therefore entreat you to believe me to be, 
with the higheft regard, &c. 

P. S. I am impatient to free my confcience 
from the weight of a great number of cor- 
refpondents, who have long been unavoid- 
ably neglected, for the reafons fpecified in 
the former part of my letter, in order to 
acquire leifure fufficient to enjoy the delight 
and profit which I expedt from the perufal of 
the books which you have fent me : but in 
the mean time, let, me gratefully thank you 
for the precious and obliging gifts. 

Vienna, Auguftl2, 1776. 

» l' 1 ' * , > • ' 



In this dexterous manner did Met aft ado 
extricate himielf from the wild and unrea- 
fonable projedt propofed to him by D. Ant . 
Eximeno , and it (hould feem, from giving 
an opinion of his Treatife, and attack of 
P. Martini ; for we hear no more of either. 

£ The Bard had another Roman correfpond- 
ent on his hands about this time, who wifhed 
to inlift him m a fervice for which he feems 
at all times to have had an invincible repug- 
nance. His fear of giving offence, and love 
of tranquillity, made him decline polemics 
* v N y, and 
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and comparative criticifm, not only with 
refpeft to the works of living authors, but 
even of thofe who' had been dead more than 
2000 years. But let him fpeak for him- 
felf. 

JL E T T E R XVI. 

TO THE ABATE * * *, AT ROME. 

The affectionate partiality with which I 
am honoured, by a perfon - of your uncom- 
mon merit, would oblige me, in return for 
fuch goodnefs, to be more punftual in my 
anlwers, and more diffufe in my expreffions 
of gratitude, did not the precarious ftate of my 
health, and the ravages of time, which con- 
lpirc day by day to diminilh my vigour and 
activity, deprive me of the pleafure of cor- 
refponding with thofe whom I moft love 
and efteem, and who have deigned to think 
me worthy of their regard. From this in- 
genuous confeffion, you may eafily compre- 
hend whether I can be in a ffate capable of 
executing your commands, in giving my 
fentiments on the Works of Sophocles and 
Euripides: an enterprife very unfit for me to 
undertake, who am by nature averfe, even. 

; to 
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to a vice, to the drawing parallels, which are 
generally odious, and, fubjeft to the infults 
of critics and difputants. I fhall therefore 
confine myfelf to the telling you, laconically, 
that I regard thefe two illuftrious Greek 
poets, as two artifts equally excellent : that 
Sophocles is Ikilfully majeftic ; Euripides more 
Ample and tender : that the firft is full of lu- 
minous ideas, and the fecond of affections 
more true, and natural ; and that both 
equally aftonifb, by the conduct of the prin- 
cipal action, by the exaCl delineation of cha* 
rafters, and by that mofl difficult power of 
modelling, and chifeling from the life, the 
paffions of .the human heart. But I com- 
municate my opinion to you in mere con- 
fidence ; nor will you think it merits publi- 
cation, if you have any regard for my credit ; 
therefore, begging you to fpare my blufhes, 
} remain, &c, 

Vienna, June 16, 177$ 



The following letter to the fame anony- 
mous iVbate, who had written a differtation 
on Modern Mufic y a mufic which Metaftafio 
teems to have cenfured with great feverity, 

n 3 will 
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will difclofe to the reader the poet’s ideas on 
the fame fubjedh 

1 

LETTER XVII. 

• 

TO THE AEATE * * *, AT ROME. 

If I was not occupied and fatigued with 
my prelent employment, and rapidly declin- 
ing and tottering under the weight of years, 
I Ihould not negledl a correipondence fo 
valuable as yours, from which I am certain of 
ddriving fuch great advantages ; being well 
convinced by your obliging letters, with what 
rich and rare merchandize your ftorehoufe 
is furnifhed. I congratulate you on the 
acquilition of lizch ineftimable treafures, and 
wonder How it has been poffible for you to 
unite with the noify occupations of the 
Forum the elegant amufements of Helicon; 
and that, in fpite of Themis, you are able to 
enjoy fuch delightful paftime with the mules. 

I have, at length, had the pleafure of read- 
ing your diflertation on Modern Mujic , and 
allure you that you have greatly furpaffed 
my expeditions. But above all, I -have been 
furprifed at the arrangement of the materials, 

the 

2 
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the neatnefs and elegance of the ftyle, th£ 
ingenious texture of the arguments, and in 
fhort, at the artful and mafterly manner in 
which you have thrown lights on the moft 
remote and dark antiquity. - To thefe in- 
comparable excellencies of profound learning, 
muft alfo be' added, your initiation into the 
myfteries of harmony, . which feems. very 
confiderable, r and gives great force, luftre, 
and weight to your opinions. With refpe£t 
to the intrinfic excellence of Modern Mufic, 

I am of your opinion ; and agree with you, 
that its effects are few and. feeble, compared 
with thofe which Plato afcribes to the ancient. 
In fa£I, our mufic * enervates the mind, 
being fo extremely artificial and refined, 
that it rs impofiible to trace through it, either 
probability or natural expreflion; and yet, 
from infuperable habjt, it is become the reign- 
jng model of almofl: all the mqfic of every 
nation : as men judge more by their ears than . 
by reaion -f. By divifions and artful modu- 
lations of voice, and by the union of fo great 
a number of different infifuments, the fenfe 

* The Italian. 

t Mufic is more the object of fenfe than intellect; its 
ufe is to pleafe the ear, nQt fo improve the underftanding. 

It has been faid, that mufic can awaken and excite fenfa- 

V . . . f . ■ ,i .1 

yons, but cannot reafon. 
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is flattered and tickled to fuch a degree, that 
it remains enfeebled, and almoft bewitched, 
by thofe long and rapid trills, which, though 
they referable fo much the warbling of birds, 
pleafe us much lefs, becaufe leis natural. 
The pleafure of converting with you, drags 
me on infenfibly ; and pleafed with this 
tranfport, I flatter mvfelf wuth the hopes of 
your affectionate forgivenefs. 

Vienna, September 8, 1776. 



Metaftatio, late in life, readily joined in the 
almoft general complaint againft rapid and 
difficult execution in mufic ; and yet, at 
other periods, he was partial to a Farinelli 
and a Gabrielli, w'hofe chief excellence was 
execution. The extraordinary talents, perhaps, 
of thefe fingers greatly encreafed the cele- 
brity of his dramas ; but when that was 
firmly effablifhed, it was natural for him to 
with to Amplify mufic, and render its powers 
inferior to thofe of poetry. Indeed there 
neyer w'as perhaps a lyric poet who did not 
lijien with an 'evil ear to the rapturous apr 
plaufe given to a finger in performing an air, 
©f which, according to the late Mr. Stilling- 

fleet, 
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fleet, nobody would think of reading the 
words, but the author *. • : 

We fhall now return to Farinelli, in the 
correfpondence with whom there is a hiatus 
valde dejlendusy from 1769 to 177 6, which has 
not been accounted for by the editor of his 
letters. . In 1770, when I faw Farinelli at 
Bologna, and frequently mentioned Metaf- 
tafio in our converfationq he fpoke of him 
as his beloved Gemelloy fhewed me his pi£ture, 
and, in 1772, Metaftafio fpoke of Farinelli 
with reciprocal kindnefs : fo that there feems 
to have been no breach of friendfhip, cool- 
nefs, or diminution of affc&ion, on' either 
fide, during the chafm in Metaftafio’s printed 
correfpondence ; and the accident which 
©ccalioned it remains yet to be difcovered. 



LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

' ' \ 

My poor abortion of an ode to Schon- 
brunn, is really born under the favourable 

* Principles and power of mufic. 

influence 
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influence of all the planets *. The appro* 
bation which it meets frith, to the wonder 
and confulion of the author himfelf, is cer- 
tainly not merited by its intrinfic worth. 
That it Ihould appear marvellous to my dear 
Gemello, long blinded and feduced by his old 
tender affection, now transformed into na- 
ture, is a phenomenon riot difficult to ex- 
plain ; but I am at a lerfs to difeovej- how he 
has been able to communicate his, partialities 
to their fevere and enlightened emineefeips, 
to fuch a degree as to incline them to honour 
me with their benevolence and approbation. 
It now becomes your talk to endeavour tq 
preferve the advantages which you have pro- 
cured me, by reprefenting to them, with 
yOur enchanting voiGe, my grateful, humble, 
and refpedtful fentiments to the Cardinals 
Borromeo and Buoncompagni ; alluring the 
firft, that I have always prefent in my mind 
his venerated perlon, with all the train of 
great qualities by which it is diftingqilhed ; 
and affirm to the fecond, that notwithftand- 
ing the viciliitudes which occalioned ipy 

* This ode, of which the author fpeaks in feveral let- 
ters to different perfons, did not appear in any of the printed 
copies of his works which I have feen, during his life. It 
confift* of twenty -fix f^.zas, fix lines in each. 

or 
O 
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quitting my country before he had become a 
citizen of the world, I am not ignorant how 
much he has honoured it, and how much 
his laudable a&ions, and amiable manners 
have encreafed the luflre and fplendour to 
which he was born. 

It is fome confolation to me, that your 
familiar complaints have had the difcretion 
to fubfide, for a little while ; mine are con- 
ftant ; but I dare not complain : at my age, 

I have no right to complain : murmuring 
would but irritate my infirmities, and render 
exiflence more painful. We have here, as 
well as you at Bologna, all the amufements 
<}f the Carnival : operas, plays, Italian and 
German, public and private balls, feflivity, 
banquets, and vigils, without end ; but all 
thefe cannot produce, in this tranquil nation, 
that epidemic hilarity, which in our gay cli- 
mate is transfufed into all chara&ers, not 
only thofe that feek it not, but forcing itfelf 
even upon thofe who wifh to avoid it. And 
at prefent, fuch as 1 are well off if they can 
.defend themfelves from the horrible third 
winter, which, like the liver of Prometheus, 
re-produces itfelf : and it is certain, that 
without the valid patronage of our beneficent 
{loves, we fhould at prefent be in the {late 
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of thofe prefervations which you have cer- 
tainly heard of, in the mountains of La 
Mancha , or the Sierra Moreno, I forget which, 
that, without felting, become incorruptible 
when buried under a deep fnow. But you 
have fet me a fcribbling, though the nerves 
of my head proteft againft it. Adieu, dear 
Gemello. I do not put you in mii)d of lov- 
ing me, as, after fo rpany proofs, it would 
be a fpecies of ingratitude to imagine there 
was any occafion for it : but by taking care 
of your health, you will give the beft proof 
of it, to your mol]; conftant friend. 

Vienna, February 9, 1776. 



LETTER XIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

t : i 

It is not to prefent you with the infipid 
fruit of my exhaufted foil ; hut to fulfil the 
inviolable right of our twinlhip, that I fend 
you a copy of my ode to Schonbrunn , which 
is juft come from the prefs, in order that you 
may have the diftin&ion of being firft punilh- 
ed, in fome way or other, for the want of 
merit, which but too eafily will be found in 
my produ&ion. I did not accompany my 

poor 
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poor prefent with a letter, becaufe I muff 
have done the fame to other perfons to whom 
I owe relpedt and gratitude ; and the time it 
would have required* would have robbed me 
of the merit of folicitude. The more than 
excefiive clemency, which miy moft auguft 
fovereign has publicly expreffed, in {peaking, 
writing, and adls of generous munificence, 
has filled me with fuch joy and confufion, 
that I was a long time incapable of thinking 
of it with any degree of compofure. Be not 
offended therefore, my dear Gemello, with 
my innocent fiience ; you ought, indeed, the 
more readily to forgive me, as the fame thing 
would have happened to your own heart, in 
fimilar circumftances. 

I honeftly dilburfed to our friend Poggi , 
the affectionate compliments which you 
remitted, and he is to reimburfe you, on 
account, when he {hall again fee the afs’s 
tower *. In the mean time, do you pay on 
my account two hundred kind remem- 
brances, accompanied with innumerable pro- 
teftations of efteem and affedtion, to my 

* La Torre degli Ajinelli. A celebrated tower at 
Bologna, three hundred and fixty feet high. This city, at 
a diftance, has been compared to a {hip, of which the tower 
degli AJinelli feems the maft. 

dear 
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dear and worthy Abate Tarujfi, who is ever 
prefent to my thoughts; wifhing him the in- 
demnifications of fortune, who, at prefent, 
makes a fhamelefs parade of her hoflilities 
to merit. My health is not what I wifh it ; 
but it is better than I have a right to expedt: 
fo that I dare not complain. Preferve your 
own carefully, and fail through the alternate 
good and bad viciffitudes of life, guided by 
that found philofophy with which nature has 
liberally furnifhed you, and continue to be 
always as much mine as I am yours. 

Vienna, September 30, 1776. 



LETTER XX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Here comes another moft cordial letter 
from my beloved Gemello, who, through 
excefs of affedtion, repeats the approbation 
which he had profufely given in a former 
letter, to my few verfes on the delights of 
Schonbrunn ; verfes which have no other 
merit than what is refledted on them, from 
the general favour and veneration which the. 
public bellows on every thing that concerns 
my admirable Sovereign ; and this repetition 

affords 
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affords n>e infinite comfort, not merited by 
the found of my difcordant lyre, but as an 
indifputable teftimony of your affedtion, of 
which, though I am already convinced by a 
thoufand proofs, new confirmations are 
always received with delight. The thought 
of honouring my dear Gemello with a vifit, 
is worthy of the generous heart of her Royal 
Highnefs the Dutchefs of Parma, the illuftri- 
ous prote&refs of the fine arts ; who is not 
only an exquifite judge of the abilities of 
artifts, but appreciates their probity, candour, 
and fpotlefs morals ; rare merchandize, and 
not always fufficiently valued. I can never 
forget her performing the part of Apollo, by 
which, with her enchanting voice and ange- 
lic figure, fhe rendered one of my feeble 
dramatic compofitions, written by order of 
my moft augufl: Patronefs, admirable and 
fublime, and lifted me up to a degree of hap- 
pinefs, of which 1 fhall ever be proud. 

The benign gracioufnefs with which I have 
been remembered by her Royal Highnefs, at 
once comforts and confounds me, in the 
generous manner with which fhe has deigned 
to fignify it repeatedly, to the Venetian 
AmbafTador, Count Durazzo, and to my 
dear Gemello : and from the fituation of your 

own 
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own heart on fimilar unexpe&ed occafions, 
you may perfectly imagine what mull be 
the emotions of mine. 

Adieu, my dear Gemello, I fhould write 
a longer letter, if my conftant hypochondriac 
affeflions, rendered more troublefome and 
perverfe by the cold, would let me ; but in 
fpite of all my defeats and infirmities, con- 
tinue to love me. 

Vienna, November 13, 1776. 



The next letter to Farinelli, dated March 
*777» contains little more than thanks 
for a prefent of various things fent in a cheft, 
which was not yet arrived ; and elegant com- 
pliments and grateful effufions to Cardinal 
Buoncompagni, for his partiality towards 
him, and expreflions of gratitude to a 
Bolognefe phyfician, who had enriched his 
difpenfary with a prefcription in pure love of 
poetry. He finifhes this letter in the follow- 
ing manner “ 1 fhall not fpeak to you of 
my incorruptible complaints, which I pre- 
tend not to deftroy, and fhall forgive all the 
plague they occafion, provided they do not 
furpafs my patience.” 

The 
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The flottiglia , as he calls the cheft, being 
arrived, he Writes as follows : 

LETTER XXI. 

TO FARINELLI. 

The day before yefterday, the 20th inft. 

I was informed of the arrival at the cuftonl 
houfe, of the cheft, which you had fent me ; 
and yefterday morning, I received, and had 
it opened in my prefence, and found it full 
of moft powerful temptations of every kind. 
The firft thing I thought of, was to feek and 
tafte the fimnel*, chofen by you as a treat 
for my favourite guefts. I believe this is the 
moft delicate fimnel that ever came out of 
the exquifite Ihop of Parthenope. Oh my 
poor temperance ! thou art in the moft 
imminent danger. And how can fiich aflaults 
be refilled ? Thefe famous myrtles too ! 
Thefe little boxes compofed and ornamented 

* Mojiacciuolo, is a cake made at Naples, of flour, 
fugar, eggs, and fweet wine, very different from a 
Shrewlbury fimnel, which is a rich plum-cake inclofed in 
an impenetrable cafe, or cruft made of flour and water, 
and coloured with faffron, which preferves it from injury 
and decay in the longeft voyages to the moft remote parts 
of the globe. 

vol. hi. o for 
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for the table of Jove ! Thofe excellent iced- 
quinces, with which the maiden care of the 
genteel inhabitants of the monaftery of Saint 
Lorenzo, dil'dains not to flatter the palates 
of others ; and that inundation of odours, 
piquant and exquifite liqueurs , with which 
you fcruple not to raile a tumult in the too 
fenfible nerves of your poor Gemello’s head ! 
But the moft violent fedudion of all, and 
that which occaflons the greateft agitation in 
my mind, is refleding upon the kind man- 
ner in which you rauft have been for fome 
time employed in the fervice of your Gemel- 
io, while chufing, ordering, and c oiled ing to- 
gether, fuch a combination of various, exqui- 
lite, and precious merchandife. Accept my 
moft hearty and affedionate thanks : but that 
I may not abufe your kindnefs to the injury of 
my health, and that thele teftimonies of 
your love, may be of long duration, they 
Shall be enjoyed with the moft prudent par- 
fimony. 

I received fome weeks ago, an obliging 
letter from Signora Giacinta Betti Onofrio : 
a lady who voluntarily, a few years ago, 
began to honour me with her letters, by 
which alone fhe is known to me. I an- 
fwered them ; and as fhe faluted me in your 
- - • name. 
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name, I charged her with my kindeft com- 
pliments to you in return ; pray tell me, at 
your convenience, whether the executed my 
commiffion. Adieu, my deareft Charles. My 
head rebels, and has been for fome weeks 
more troublefome than ulual : but in fpite 
of it, I have been, am at prefent, and ever 
ffiall be, while I exift, yours. 

Vienna, March 2ad, 1777. 



LETTER XXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your moil kind anfwer of the 8th inffi 
permits me not, my dear Gemello, to re- 
main in that filence which my renewed 
hypochondriac complaints but too jullly 
authorize ; as, contrary to expectation, the 
return of winter has driven us back again to 
the protection of our ftoves, which we had 
abandoned. The perufal of your letter has 
been more efficacious in calming my gloomy 
humours, than all the antidotes of philofo- 
phy, which promife fo much, and perform fo 
little. I have difeovered how precious to m^, 
are the choice and exquifxte dainties with 
which you have enriched me, by that ava- 

o 2 ricious 
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ricious repugnance which I felt in diftribu* 
ting any part of them, even to perfbns to 
whom I owe the moft fincere gratitude : but 
the pain which the facrifice occafioned, has 
been recompenfedby the great pleafure which 
the approbation of my friends has occafioned, 
and by the renewal of the juft praifes be- 
ftowed on the qualities of my dear Gemello, 
of which, to my great delight, I find the 
whole world well informed. 

I am confufed, and proud of the partial 
benignity with which the moft venerated 
Cardinal Buoncompagni regards me. And as 
you are juridically authorifed to procure me 
its continuance, with the opportune and re- 
peated proteftations of my grateful, dutiful, 
and profound refpect, I here folemnly de- 
clare you, in this moft important negotia- 
tion, my procurator, or rather, my Alter 
ego. Adieu, deareft Gemello, preferve 
yourfelf carefully, if you would contribute to 

the prefervation of your, &c. 

Vienna, April ai, 1777- 



LET- 

* 
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LETLER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

If you, my dear Gemello, find yourfelf 
involved in the difficulties of the Plagal tones , 
I am not among; the Authentic *. The laft 
winter affailed me with rheumatifm, tenfion 
of nerves, implacable hypochondria, and 
other gentilities : from which the prefent 
benign feafon promifes to deliver me, 
though with lefs promptitude than I fhould 
wifh, But according to the ancient pro- 
verb, we fhould fuffer under the aufpices of 
conftant refignation ; hoping for good, and 
tolerating evil, 

I thank you for the important perfbnage 
which you made me reprefent in the con- 
fiftory held by the three worthy Cardinals in 
your houfe : and when, and where, either 
in fpeech or writing, it is in your power, I 
beg you will not negledt prefen ting to them 
pay grateful and profound refpefls. 

An intrepid editor at Paris, has undertaken 
3 magnificent and expenfive edition of all my 

* Alluding to the ecclefiaftical tones of Canto fermo, an 
for account of which, fee Hiftory of Mufic, vol. n. p. 13 . 

P 3 works ; 
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works ; and in informing me of his defign, 
has tranfmitted to me proofs of eleven of the 
plates, already excellently engraved : and if 
the reft correlpond with thefe, the cornice 
will be much more rich and elegant than 
the building. I fhall in due time inform 
you of the further progrefs of this enterprize. 

Notwithftanding my having called for 
affiftance in devouring the dainties with 
which your feduci,ng Flottiglia has enriched 
my ftore-room, I have not yet come to the 
bottom of my ftores : fo that I ftill continue, 
and (hall, the Lord knows how much long- 
er, to mafticate your favours, and mentally 
to embrace the amiable donor. Adieu, 
incomparable Gemello. 

Vienna, Ju»e 21, 1777, 

LETTER XXIV. 

TO TH£ SAME. 

Having read with the higheft latisfa&ion, 
fome weeks ago, in letters from Rome, that 
his Eminence Cardinal Buoncompagni was 
preparing to return to Bologna, I rejoiced 
extremely at the thoughts of your happinefs, 
^nd wifhed inftantly to congratulate you 

upon 
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upon it ; but my abominable hypochondriac, 
or rather hyfterical affections, were in fuch 
a tumult, that I durft not touch the pen. 
At prefent, as you have confirmed this pleat- 
ing news in your letter of the 25th of July, 
which is but juft received, I fly with my 
whole mind to Bologna, to embrace and 
felicitate you, and to participate of your un- 
expected happinefs, in Ipite of the obftinate 
perfections of my various maladies. Do 
you be my eloquent delegate with this moft 
worthy Cardinal, and contrive to convince 
him of my veneration, gratitude, and rdpeCt. 

What can I fay to the unlolicited generous 
partiality of that moft worthy Marchioneft 
Pepoli Spada , in favour of my poor filly 
rhymes ? The pi&ure which you have 
drawn of her, with the enumeration of her 
rare qualities and accomplilhments, render 
me proud of the acquifition of fuch a pro- 
te&refs, and I ftiould be much more lb if I 
did not believe her deluded by your twinly 
fedudion. I envy extremely the fate of that 
volume of my writings, which the Abate 
Pignatelli has exalted to the dignity of his 
companion : and am only forry that he will 
not be better rewarded for the trouble of 
taking it with him, Exprefs to both my 
gratitude ; you, who are not incommoded 

o 4 with 
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with my confufion, may do it much better 
than me. 

I expedl foon to receive the Paris editor’s 
propofals : and fhall inform you, the inftant 
they arrive, of the plan and conditions of 
this vaft enterprize. He wrote me word 
lorne time ago, that he fhould affociate 
partners, and take in fubfcriptions ; not for 
advancing money, but to afcertain thte num-< 
ber of copies which he may venture to work 
off. Nothing is to be difburled till the work 
comes out, which will be delivered by a 
volume or two at a time. 

Speak not to me, my dear Gemello, of 
another jlottiglia : I cannot get to the end of 
the firft ; think therefore whether I can 
allow you to fend a fecond. Befides, more 
virtue than I poffefs, is necelfary to prevent 
intemperance in the ufe of your kindnefs : 
and you, my dear Gemello, fhould be more 
folicitous for my health, than fenfual pleafure. 

Adieu, dear Gemello : preferve in your- 
(elf a rare model of amiable, honeft, gene- 
rous, and prudent men, in the midft of luch 
fcarcity ; be allured that I perfedtly know 
you, and therefore can never ceafe to be 
truly yours. 

Vienna, Auguft 12, 1777. 

LET- 

* 
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.LETTER- XXV, 

• . • * * ■ r 

TO THE SAME. 

The Ready and neat writing of your laft 
dear letter of the 1 5th inftant, the chearful 
humour which reigns in it, and the gay 
iympofitacs which you defcribe, if they do 
not entirely make me amends, my dear 
Gemello, for my affli£lion at the news of 
the cruel and violent hurricane which your 
health has lately fuffered ; I at leaft hope 
that this unexpe&ed attack which you lo 
valiantly repelled, was inferior to your re- 
maining vigour : and that it has made no 
jmpreffions on your machine, which can 
difturb its equilibrium. I congratulate you 
on this circumftance, though I do not wifh 
you, however, to have frequent occalions for 
fuch congratulation. 

You Ihall be obeyed in due time, with 
j-elpe& to the copies which you wilh of the 
new Paris edition ; but the propofals not 
being yet arrived, I am unable to anfwer 
your queries. 

I am truly (enfible of the zeal which his 
Eminence Cardinal Buoncompagni exprefles 

for 
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for corrections in the Paris edition ; but 
it is difficult to promife them all, as the 
editions whence this will be printed, are fo 
numerous. 1 certainly (hall not fail to re- 
commend the meafures he wiffies to have 
purfued : and in the mean time, plume my- 
felf in having my poor labours honoured 
with the attention of fo great a Patron, 
Prefent to him, I entreat you, my gratitude 
and veneration. Affine the moll obliging 
Marchionefs Spada , and the Abate Pigna- 
telli y of my gratitude, and that they ffiall 
be informed of the method of becoming lub- 
fcribers to the new edition, as well as of the 
time for paying their money, and receiving 
their books, as foon as I ffiall know it my-* 
fe If ; but of which, at prefent, I am wholly 
ignorant. 

Our honoured friend, Signor Poggt\ has 
been very long in paying you the fraternal 
embraces which I configned to his care •> 
but the pieafure which you exprefs in receiv- 
ing them, will not allow me to complain of 
this delay. 

Adieu, dear Gemello : take care of your- 
felf for your own fake, as well as mine, for 
the reafons given warm from my heart in 
my la ft letter ; and which you, from grati- 
tude and innate goodnefs, repay me with 

intereft. 
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intereft. I am pleafed with your panegy- 
rical expreffions, as proceeding from that 
affectionate fhort-fightednefs, which make* 
you mine, and me yours. 

Vienna, September 29, 1777. 

LETTER XXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

The hilarity of your dear letter, of the 
20th of October, which, I know not for 
what reafon, only arrived yefterday, has 
given me more than ufual pleafure. If this 
ferenity is a phyfical confequence of the 
good ftate of your health, I congratulate you 
on the folidity of your little frame ; and if it 
is the fruit of your philofbphical meditation, 
1 admire the vigour of your mind. My 
thoughts have not been inactive concerning 
you, during my filence : I have always been 
thinking of my Gemello, even during an 
indifcreet attack of eryfipolas in my left foot, 
which has confined me to the houfe four 
entire weeks : and yet I owe it no ill-will, 
as it has left me in a better ftate than it 
found me. We are here up to the chin in 
froft and fnow j but grown callous, by the 

frequency 
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frequency of filch favours, we pay littlo 
regard to them. 

* Yet the Teutonic winter will certainly be 
revenged for our prefent contempt, by fome 
infupportably cold weather; but we flatter 
ourfelves that it will not be of long duration, 
and in the mean time, are preparing for 
our defence. I envy your vicinity to the 
venerated Cardinal Buoncompagni , the wor- 
thy Marchionefs Spada, and the moft accom- 
plifhed Abate Pignatelli-. to all whom I beg 
of you to prefent my grateful and fine ere 
refpe&s. 

The printer, Reggiano , pledges himfelf for 
what I cannot poffibly give; having repeat- 
edly promifed, long flnee, all my inedited 
works to the publifher of the Paris edition. 
He had better wait for the French prefs, 
and copy into his edition all that is new in 
it: but then thofe pieces will not be inedi- 
ted. It would be great pity if the whole 
impreflion, as you feem to fear, fhould 
remain on his hands. The public would be 
robbed of the numerous inftrudlions con- 
cerning the dramatic art,' which, in this 
edition, would ornament my poor poetical 
follies. Adieu, dear Gemello, forget not to 
believe me, &c. &rc, 

P. S. 
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P. S. Upon a more accurate penifal of* 
your letter, I find it dated the 10th of De- 
cember, and not Otftober. Therefore, it is 
but juft to exculpate the poft. 

Vienna, December 30, 1777. 



LETTER XXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

After a moft beautiful Spring, during 
the firft thirteen days of the prefent month, 
that had rendered this country warm and 
fmiling ; the treacherous winter is returned, 
and has mortified the fields and plants which 
had put on their green and flowery drefs : 
fo that your dear letter found me again 
muffled up in the furs and flannels which I 
had but juft laid afide, and extremely fcan- 
dalized at the difcourtefy of this climate. 
Since yefterday, it has feemed inclined to 
behave better ; but I fhall not truft to it, and 
fhall adhere to the fage Spanifli proverb ; 
Haft a el quaranta de Mayo no te quites el fayo *. 

You are all occupied with the reprefenta- 
tion of Alcefte ; and we are equally employed 

* Till the fortieth of May 
Fling thy cloak not away. 

by 
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by the facred eloquence of father Franctfco 
Maria of Bologna ; who, in the Italian nation- 
al church here, has not only colle&ed and edi- 
fied a noble and moft numerous audience, by 
' the fermons and dilcourfes which he has fo 
ably given, but greatly encreafed the juft 
reputation and efteem which he had acquir- 
ed in this city two years ago. His depart- 
ure hence is fixed for the next month ; he 
is charged with my moft affectionate and 
fraternal remembrances, with all the viva- 
city which could be given to them, confiftent 
with the ferious and refpcdlable character 
which he fuftains. 

My health being better, as I have hereto- 
fore faid, than I have a right to expeCl, I 
dare not give way to the temptation, to 
which I am but too much inclined, of com- 
plaining. I muft, however, perpetually 
recommend to you the care of your own 
health, if you have any value for mine. 
NegleCt not to keep me in the remembrance 
of the moft worthy Cardinal Buoncompagni , 
and in that of the no lefs worthy and noble 
houfe of Spada ; accept my thanks for the 
precious lentils which you have lent me, 
and believe, without ever facrilegioufly 
doubting of it, that I am yours. 

Vienna, April 23, 1778. 

2 LET- 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

• A 

TO THE SAME. 

I wish, my dear Gemello, that our twin- 
(hip made you refemble me left in the too 
frequent irregularities of health ; but your 
dear letter of the firft of this month, con- 
vinces me, that you are no left obliged to 
be always upon your guard againft infidious 
attacks of your tranquillity. I know that 
the moft (pecific drug for our maladies, is 
patience; but to put it in practice requires 
heroifm; and it has ever been my opinion, that 
the trade of a hero is not long fupportable. 

The benign remembrance of me by the 
Arch-dukes at Milan, at once confbles and 
confounds me : and I entirely participate in 
the favour which they have manifefted to 
you. It is but juft, that he who (hares your 
pains, (hould partake of your honours. In- 
cluded in this account, are likewife the viftts 
which you receive from their Eminences, 
Buoncampagni, and Simoni: to the firft of 
whom, I befeech you to renew the u(ual 
atteftations of my veneration, as well as of 
my refpeft and gratitude to all the illuftrious 
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family of Spada , and to all others who 
honour me with their remembrance ; but in 
particular, to the very worthy father Fran- 
cefco Maria of Bologna ; who, in a tnoft 
obliging letter, has given me a very exafl 
account of the ffote of your health, and of 
my fituation in your good heart, as well as 
of the affedlionate and obliging reception 
with which you have honoured him. 

I hope you have already feen and read, 
the propofols of Molini the printer, at Paris, 
for publilhing a complete and magnificent 
edition of all my works : I lhould inftantly 
have tranfmitted his propofols to you by the 
port, if I had not feen the names of Mefirs. 
‘Taruffi of Bologna, in the lift of commif- 
fioners for receiving fubfcriptions and deliver- 
ing the books, when ready ; which rendered 
my original intention ufelefs. 

I lhould lengthen my letter, but it is late, 
and I have people all around me ; fo that 
with a tender and hafty embrace, I, for the 
prefent, take my leave. 

Vienna, June 18, 1778. 



The fubfequeitt letters of this year to 
Farinelli, are chiefly on the fubjeft of the 

4 . Paris 
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£aris edition of the poet’s works, and mutual 
complaintsof infirmities and declining health. 
In September, he fays — 44 Here, the feafon, 
44 which had already threatened us with the 
** return of winter, is again become lerene, 
temperate, and in every particular plea- 
“ fant ; I hope that your’s is likewife 
“ changed for the better, and that the 
M indifpofitions of which you complain, will 
44 be all removed. Mine, by dint of habit, 
** have familiarized me to patience ; fo that I 
14 do not complain of them, except fome 
** phyfical Ihock of the machine torments 
“ me more than ufual* Employ yourfelf, 
“ my dear Gemello, as much as poffible, to 
44 divert your attention from thofe gloomy 
44 meditations to which I perceive yoti in- 
44 dined, and which, inftead of reliejving, 
“ encreafe our fuffenngs. Your farmer 
“ felicity Was not fufficient to make yeta lofe 
** your equilibrium; a proof, ..-that your 
44 mind does not want the necelfary vigour 
“ for facing inconvenience. Adieu. I find 
that I have already moralized too much. 
“ Do not ceafe to love me, or, at leaft, to 
4< think of me, which did not ufe to put you 
44 out of humour ; and I will do the lame : 
44 confoling myfelf always with the pleafure 
VOL. ill. * p 44 1 feel, 
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“ I feci, in fuppofing that I am poflfefled of 
“ your affeXion.” 

LETTER XXVIX. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

It is not from entertaining the leaft doubt 
of your affeXion, on account of the time 
that has elapfed lince your laft letter, but 
to interrupt the prelcription of lo long a 
fdence, that I vanquilh my too reafonable 
repugnance to writing, which daily en- 
creafes with my age ; and likewife to give 
you on paper, a thoufand of thofe embraces 
that I never ceafe giving with my heart, 
which is always the fame for you. In the 
news which has arrived here of th« earth- 
quake at Bologna, you have been the firft 
objeX of my reflexions. But not having 
found your name in any account which has 
been received here, I have allured myfelf, 
that you and your chattels have been unhurt : 
and this 1 am the more inlined to hope, as 
a letter from his eminence Cardinal Buon- 
compagni , addrefled to one of his correlpond- 
ents in Vienna, confiderably diminifhes the 
horrors of the firft account, which were 

extremely 
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extremely exaggerated. The fame will like** 
wife happen to you concerning the account 
of pur magazine of powder being blown up ; 
which by the force of tragic eloquence in 
the firft relators, announced the deftruftion 
of Vienna. Amidft all thefe events, my 
health obflinately preferves a good appear- 
ance ; but, though it deceives others, it is 
not fufficient to deceive myfelf, who really 
feel the infidious progrefs^ internally making 
by the enemy : and, like a theatrical hero, 1 
am never able to impofe on myfelf in the 
fame manner as I do on the Ipedtators. 

Vienna, Auguft 19, 1779. 



LETTER XXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your moft cordial letter of the 12th inft. 
as ufual, full of thofe affe&ionate expreflions, 
of which, without ingratitude, I cannot 
doubt the fincerity ; and feafoned with that 
gay and ferene eloquence, which alone can 
announce the regular equilibri 1m of our 
humour, has confoled, rejoiced, and furnilhed 
me with arguments to confirm me in the 
hope, that heaven will long be propitious 
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to my prayers, in preferving your life for the 
folace of your friends, and as a model 
for thofe who are capable of knowing end 
imitating you. I, who feel the weight of a 
pen at our time of life, gratefully receive 
inftances of that affe&ion, which ftimulates 
you from time to time, to comfort me with 
your letters. Padre Guardiano minutely 
informed me of the delightful day which he 
pafled with you in your garden of the Hef- 
perides; and I confoled myfelf for not being 
of the party, by thinking of your own plealure 
on this occafion, and wi filing you a repeti- 
tion of that happinefs ; flattering myfelf with 
the hopes of the Gemello not being wholly 
abfcnt, though far diftant. 

I believe myfelf entirely indebted to your 
conftant partiality, for being ftill remem- 
bered by the Spada family, by Cardinal 
Buoncompagniy the Duke Riario , Signor Pign- 
atelliy and Signor Germani Valdivia ; and beg 
of you to continue the talk of helping me to 
fecure fuch an invaluable blefling, by repre- 
{enting to them the refpefl and veneration 
with which I am imprefl; by their condefcen- 
fion. Prefent particular thanks to Duke 
Riario, for the pains which he takes in em- 
bellifhing one of my poor dramatic children 
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with his elegant mufic : and, in gratitude, I 
wifh him patience to perform the operation. 

Cardinal Migazzi , Count Rofenberg , and 
the Spanifh Ambaflador, will have your 
compliments, whenever I am able to tran* 
iport myfelf into their vortex, which is at 
prefent too tumultuous for me. 

Forget not, I entreat you, to render par- 
ticular thanks to our good father Guardiano t 
for the lively account which he has given 
me of the extafy into which he was ravifhed, 
at hearing what a valiant defence your voice 
has made againft the injuries of time. I have 
it ftiil frefh in my memory, and I might 
fay in my ears, what it was when you firft 
afcended the throne of the whole vocal band; 
fo that I am not furprifed at his furprife. 

Vienna, November 23, 1779. 



At this late period of the poet’s life, he 
not only preferved his epiftolary intercourfe, 
with furviving old friends, but accepted the 
voluntary offers of new correfpondents, who 
folicited his approbation, advice, or acquaint- 
ance. Of the former clafs, was the Abate 
Galfo , to whom the firft letter in the collec- 
tion, that feems to have been preferved, is 

p 3 dated 



Digitized by Google 




( 214 ) 

dated 1778, when the Poet was arrived at 
his eightieth year. 



LETTER XXXI. 

TO THE ABATE DON ANTONIO GALFO. 

Six days ago, your moll obliging letter, 
dated at Rome the firft of June laft year, 
was fent to my houfe by Count Ernejl 
D'Harracb ; which letter (1 know not by 
what accident) having been nine months on 
the road, has at length put me in pofleflion 
of your furprifing mock-heroic poem. I 
have attentively read, and greatly admired 
it ; nor do I fee it poffible for me, without 
being guilty of ufurpation, to arrogate to 
myfelf the title of your Matter, with which 
through excefs of politenefs, you have qua- 
lified me in your letter, flow could I poffi- 
bly communicate to You, that ardent, and 
prodigioufly fertile vigour of fancy, which I 
feel but too fcnlibly I do not poflefs ? 
How, immerfed as I have always been, 
even to a fault, in my conftant endlefs natu- 
ral doubts, could I infpire you with that 
frank and noble ardour, with which you 
have dared to open and purfue a road hithero 

, unknown. 
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unknown, through which you have mounted 
to the fummit of ParnalTus ? Ah, my good 
Abate, affault not, I befeech you, my due 
moderation with temptations fo violent : do 
juftice to your well-known merit : accept of 
the fincere fentiments of gratitude which I 
proteft, both for the valuable gift, and the 
manifeft gratuitous partiality with which 
you honour me, and which I moll amply 
return ; and permit me, inftead of arrogating 
the title of Mailer, to fubfcribe myfclf your 
faithful Servant. 

Vienna, February 26, 1 778. 



LETTER XXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Whoever fhall read the lively, moral, 
and feftive compofition, entitled II Tempio 
della Follia , The Temple of Folly , will be 
obliged to confefs, that the author of it is 
truly a poet, both by art and nature. I 
have re-perufed it always with new pleafure ; 
I have admired its ingenuity, and harmoni- 
ous facility ; and have difcovered in it many 
inconteftable truths, which have always been 
before our eyes, without my ever feeing 

? 4 them. 
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them. Congratulate yourfelf in my name, 
if you plcafe, and in that of the worthy 
Count Girolamini, 

In order to avoid much writing, (an 
oeconomy at prefent to me but too neceflary) 
j anfwer at once the letter which accompa- 
nied your poem, ?nd that which you fent 
with the letter of the Abate Sahini , full of 
affe&ionate and kind expreflions, which I 
return from the bottom of my heart, 

Drive from your thoughts, my dear Sig, 
Galfo , as evil temptations, the defire of 
eroding the Alps, in order to undeceive your- 
felf concerning my merit ; and be conftant 
to bear with me at a diftance, Convinced 
of the goodnefs of your heart, I ihall freely 
avail myfelf of your generous offers, when-? 
ever any urgent occadon prefents itfelf : or, 
rather I fhall begin now, by loading you 
with injun&ions to continue to me your 
affection and regard ; to believe me invari- 
ably yours ; and never to doubt that I am 
with the trued: efteem and gratitude, &c. 

Vienna, July 25, 177$. 



The Abate Salvini’s application to Metaf- 
tado, being mentioned in the preceding let- 
ter, 
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ter, this Teems to be the place for its infec- 
tion, 

LETTER XXXIII. 

TO THE ABATE LUCA SALVINI. 

I am extremely grateful for your oblig- 
ing attention in making me acquainte4 

with the luminous progrefs of our academy ; 
which, as you inform me, is rendered more 
illuftrious every day, by frequent and 

fublime aggregations ; and I fhould be 

extremely proud, if it were in my power to 
procure it the gratification of which my 
worthy colleagues are at prefent fo ambi- 
tious. But this is not the time for thinking 
of it ; for who would propof'e a place in a 
literary academy, to a prince not only 
occupied with his ftate affairs in Vien- 
na, but a&ually in the camp of Bohemia, 
regulating the motions of two hundred thou- 
fand armed men, who cjepend upon his nod? 
and even if he were in his capital, in the 
bofom of the moft profound and tranquil 
peace, my due refpeft would not permit me 
to utter with my lips the proportion which 
you fuggeft, So much the lefs, as what 

lately 
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lately happened at Paris is fufficient to dis- 
courage Such a liberty; wherje, though the 
Emperor honoured a meeting of the moil 
celebrated of the royal academies with his 
prefence, yet he neither defired, nor was it 
propofed to him, as I have ever learned, to 
become an integral part of it. Perhaps 
fome perfon high in office, honoured with 
the familiarity of his Sovereign, availing 
himfelf of the opportunity of chufing fome 
favourable moment, might rilk the men- 
tioning fuch a bufinefs ; but thefe are not 
operations for fuch as me, obliged by pru- 
dence to confine myfelf within the narrow 
limits to which I am reftri&ed by the duties 
of my office. You will, I hope, excufe 
my perhaps too great timidity, which may 
be indulged to an excefs ; but remember, 
that at prefent, my age will not allow me to 
attempt the corre&ion of natural defedls, or 
bad habits. Puniffi me not for this involun- 
tary crime, by diminiffiing my favour, and 
and believe me, with the higheft refpedt 
and regard, &c. 

Vienna, June 25, 1778, 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

TO SIG. MATTHIAS VERAZI, 

Secretary to his Highnefs the Eleftor Palatine. 

By the opportunity of a courier, I was 
fpeedily furnilhed with a copy of Europa 
riconofciuta , which you have been fo obliging 
as to fend me. In this compofition, I find 
my friend, Signor Verazi, always equal to 
himfelf: flowing, happy, clear, and rich in 
that enviable fertility of fancy which con- 
flitutes the principal merit of dramatic 
poetry, and which communicates itfelf to 
all the inferior arts employed in its fupport. 
I rejoice and congratulate you on obtaining 
the favours of fo enlightened a city ; and 
find nothing reprehenfible in the book you 
fent me, except the manifefl: excefs of par- 
tiality, with which you publicly fpeak of 
me : an excefs which I can no otherwile 
accept, than as a confequence of that dim- 
fightednefs which the friendfhip with which 

you honour me occafions. 

Vienna, September 3, 1778. 

Metaftafio 
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Metaftafio, fearful of offending, and ever 
doubtful of his own favour, both with the 
public and his Imperial benefa&ors, could 
never be prevailed upon to rifk the difplea- 
fure of either ; as he would not venture to 
print any of his writings, till they had been 
approved in their performance or perufal 
while in manufcript, nor to try his influence 
at a court which he had fo long delighted, by 
foliciting benefits either for himfelf or friends. 
And perhaps to this prudent backwardnels 
in folicitation, he owed the countenance and 
condefcenfion with which he was fo long 
honoured. However benevolent and willing 
to confer favours gratuitoufly, princes may 
be, it is natural for them to keep at a dis- 
tance the importunate j who by being refufed 
what it may be inconvenient, improper, or 
impoflible to grant, become aftive and im- 
placable enemies. The following letter in 
anfwer to a folicitor for court patronage, 
through the influence of the poet, will en- 
able the reader to judge of his reafons for 
putting a negative on the requeft. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXV. 

TO FATHER FILIPPO STANISLAO MELANO. 

The Sonnet which your reverence has 
been pleafed to fend me, is worthy of its 
ingenious and learned author, and I feel all 
the weight of gratitude which is due 
from me, for fuch a partial remembrance ; 
and fhould be proud if it were in my power 
to manifeft my fenfe of your kindnefs, by a 
prompt execution of your refpe&ed com- 
mands. But as my admirable fovereign i3 
perfecuted with an inundation of bad Italian 
poetry for the moft part, which lince his 
journey to Rome, is perpetually pouring in 
upon him, he has clearly exprefled his deter- 
mination to receive no more. Now how 
would it he poffible for me to have the 
courage to demand an audience (as there are 
no other means of getting into his prefence), 
and pretend that he fhould lend an ear to 
my poetical ledlure, at a time when he is 
immerfed in the ferious affairs of a war, 
which is at prefent in its moft violent fer- 
mentation ? By doing this, I fhould run too 
great a rifk of injuring both the merit of 

4 the 
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the author, and my own character, for 
refpeft and ditcretion. I entreat you to fug- 
geft to me fome more favourable opportunity 
of demonftrating my obedience, and efteem. 

Vienna, January 13, 1779. 



In the following letter to the Abate 
Galfo, we have the poet’s opinion of contro- 
verty and polemics. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

TO THE ABATE GALFO. 

In the parcel from you, which I received 
through the favour of the Apoftolic Nuncio, 
I find impreffions of two of my letters writ- 
ten to yourfelf, in which their only merit is 
the juftice which I render to your talents j 
and the having fulfilled this indifpenfible 
duty, fome what diminifhes the mortification 
which I feel when any of my writings are 
printed, from that innate want of confidence 
in myfelf, which through the whole courfe 
of my life, has robbed me in a great meafure, 
of the limited powers which were allowed 
me. I am extremely pleated at the perfe6t 
* analoev 
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analogy which there appears to be, between 
my opinions and thofe of the learned journa- 
lifts which you mention, and congratulate 
myfelf on the occafion. I wilh I were able 
to felicitate ' you on the acquifition of that 
tranquil philofophy, which the moft excel- 
lent authors want, to render them infenfible 
to the inevitable aflaults of detraction. But 
remember, my piuch refpe&ed Abate, that 
no race of men has been plagued with this 
abominable contentious fpirit, lb much as 
men of learning. Think of Scaliger , Eraf- 
mus, Schioppus , Muretus, &c. I pity hu- 
manity for nothing fo much as that infirm- 
ity, which by its violence, reduces men, 
venerable for their doClrine, to the level. of 
aClors on a public flage, for the diverfion of 
idiots. If you 'would avenge yourfelf and 
crulh envy, it 'muft be done by an encreafe 
of merit. And the fpecific which I prefcribe 
to you, is the only one which I have ever 
propofed to myfelf. 

It is neceflary to be feized (as for my good 
fortune feems your cafe) with an exceffive 
degree of kindnefs and partiality in my 
favour, to e£alt into a model my old Epitha- 
lamium, written during* the firft effer- 
vefcence of a juvenile fancy, when wholly 

ignorant 
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lgtiorant how much it wanted a bridic* But 
this kind of folemn approbation, with which 
you have honoured it, has reconciled me to 
it fo mudh, that I am now blind to its de- 
feats, and am proud, that it has in any 
degree given occafion to fo new, delicate, 
and pleating a production as yours ; or rather, 
that it has in any way feemed to entitle 
me to a fhare of your praife. I congratulate 
you on the conftant favour of the mufes, and 
am, &c. 

Vienna, March 28, 1779* 



LETTER XXXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Y our moft beautiful Epithalamium, neatly 
printed, has been delivered to me fome days, 
together with the remarks of the learned 
journalifts. 1 have received new pleafure ill 
the perufal of the firft, by the mafterly man- 
- ner with which you have contrived to reflify 
the miftakes of my early inexperienced 
youth; and in the fecond, have applauded the 
exa£t juftice rendered to your extraordinary 
merit, which encreafes every day-— Take 
care of your health for the honour of our 

Parnaflu9 
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Parnaflus ; pity my neceflity for brevity, and 
give me new opportunities of manifefting 
my obedience to your commands. 

Vienna, October 18, 1779. 



Though the following letter, which feems 
the firft that has been inferted in the collec- 
tion of our bard’s correfpondence to Signor 
Volta, is dated at fo late a period of his life; 
the affe&ionate manner in which he ex- 
preffes his regard, appears to indicate a long, 
tried, and intimate acquaintance. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLDO CAMILLA 
VOLTA, REGIUS SECRETARY AT MANTUA. 

Though extremely eager to receive news 
of your health and welfare, I have never 
accufed you, my dear and valued friend, of 
negligence in tranfmitting it ; well knowing 
with what an inevitable croud of affairs, of 
every kind, you muff be opprefled at your 
return to Italy : I am, therefore, extremely 
grateful to you for the juftice you have done 
me, in believing me always, in fpite of long 
vol. in. O. filence, 
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filence, the fame affedlionate friend, and • 
exact calculator of your great merit, admir- 
able talents, and literary treafures with 
which you are enriched; bqt above all, 

1 fhall ever bear in mind your fweet , and 
innocent manners, which render you always 
pleating to your equals; and fhall ever 
remember my own acquaintance with you 
among the deareft and moft honourable cir- 
cumftances of my life. 

Speak not to me, I entreat you, of Theatres, 
either tragic or comic. The firft, which 
(as far as my powers have enabled me) I 
have tried to render lefs abfurd, confpire at 
prelent to combat common fenfe : and the 
fecond, in the midft of fuch innumerable, 
not only fupportable, but good and excellent 
examples with which the French have fur- 
aiifhed us, have not yet found a tolerable 
imitator in Italy. A very mortifying cir- 
cumftance for our nation ! But this fubjedt is 
too extenlive and abundant for a worn-out 
old writer, which, though in appearance it 
feems in the fame Bate in which I left it, 
is in reality fubjedt to all the laws of nature. 

Signora Martinetz is extremely flattered, 
though confufed, by the academic patent 
which does her fo much honour. She ren- 
ders 
3 
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tiers thanks to You for it, as fhe believes her- 
felf indebted to your declared partiality ; and 
entreats you to reprefent in more fuitable 
eloquence than (he has been able to do in, 
the inclofed letter to her generous promoters, 
the moil humble fentiments of her unfeigned 
gratitude* Counfellor Martinetz*, Don 
Domenico, and Ercolino, return you their 
beft acknowledgments for your kind remem- 
brance ; and I embrace you with the raoft 
tender and cordial affedion. 

Vienna, Auguft 9, 1779. 

LEtT ER XXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Signor Angelo TalaJft-\ delivered to me, 
a few days ago, your dear and much reipe&ed 

* Brother of Mademoifelle Martinetz, Aulic Counfellor, 
and firft keeper of the Imperial library. Metaftafio, on 
his firft arrival in Vienna, took up his abode in the houfe 
of their father, Signor Nicolo Martinetz, Mafter of the 
Ceremonies to the Apoftolic Nuncio, with whofe family 
he lived fifty-three years. 

+ The celebrated Improwifatore ; who, when in London 
about eighteen years ago, by his extemporaneous numbers 
on a fubjeft given, aftoniflied even Dr. Johnfon; who was 
very incredulous concerning this faculty, till he heard 
TalaJJi improvvifare at Streatham. 

<4_2 letter. 
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Tetter, with a magnificent eulogium on the 
poetical merit of the bearer, to whom I 
am ready to do all due juftice, upon the faith 
of fo enlightened a judge as my friend Sig- 
nor Volta, even before I have had an oppor- 
tunity of making the experiment myfelf. 
But I fear he has undertaken a very difficult 
talk* in trying to render Italian Poetfy fami- 
liar and grateful to German fears; efpecially 
extemporaneous numbers, which allow not a 
moment’s reflection to the aftoniffied hearer. 
I ffiall do every thing in my power to con- 
tribute to his favour. But you, who fo well 
know the prefent paucity of my phyfical 
faculties, mull proportion to that my hopes 
of fuccefs. 

All thofe whom you have faluted, falute 
you again ; and I, with involuntary and in- 
evitable brevity, mod affectionately embrace 
you, and am, &c. 

Vienna, Anguft i8, I 779* 

* ) 



The following letter is the firft which 
appears in the collection, to a new and un- 
known correlpondent, ambitious of the poet’s 
approbation. . < 

. . LET. 
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LETTER XL. 



TO THE ABATE GIOVAN GABRIELLO MAC- 
CAFANI. 

The violent and paffionate enthufiafm 
excited in you by the perufal of my poetical 
trifles, is exprefled in fo lively a manner, 
both in profe and verfe, that I make no 
doubt, if you chofe it, but that you might 
afcend to the fummit of Parnaffus. You have 
exalted me. Sir, fo far above my merit, that 
in order not to appear a bribed and feduced 
judge, it js neceflary for me to be more 
fparing than I wilh, in rendering duejuftice 
to your talents. But I find it impoffible to be 
parfimonious with relpeft to the candid and 
affedlionate partiality in my favour, which is 
difcoverable in all your expreflions : This 
requires gratitude and reciprocation, and 1 
allure you of both, with the utmoft finceri- 
ty ; and wilh for opportunities £o give fuch 
proofs of them, as lhall render it impoffible 
for you to doubt of my being with due re- 
4jpec! and efteem, &c.- 

Vienna, December 20, 1779. 



<L3 
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LETTER XLI. 

TO THE SAME. 

The fable of my fuffe rings and recovery 
from a dangeroys accident, afforded me new 
information, and an indubitable proof of 
your cordial affeCtion for me, as well as of 
your admirable poetical talents ; fo that I 
think myfelf extremely obliged to the inge- 
nious inventor of the report, and congratulate 
you. Sir, on your abilities in compofing 
Eulogiums, and on the amiable qualities of 
your head and heart. The reafons affigned 
in my firft letter, and the imperious authority 
of age, which, though it malignantly ftill 
permits me to write, will not allow me to? 
ex prefs fo amply as I wifh, the true value of 
your obliging and beautiful compofitions, 
nor the affectionate return, which is due for 
your candid propenfity ip my favour : fo 
that I am conftrained, raoft unwillingly, to 
confine myfelf to the fincere jiroteftations of 
gratitude and efleem, with which I am, &c. 

Vienna, March 30, 1780. • 

LETr 
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LETTER XLII. 

TO THE SAME* 

Though the bufinefs of writing has long 
fince become difficult and laborious to me, 
and by the laws of nature is rendered more 
heavy every day, my gratitude will not per- 
mit that your very beautiful and truly poeti- 
cal fonnet, which you have done me the 
honour to addrefs to me, ffiould remain un- 
noticed : as it is not only a teftimony of your 
exceffive partiality for me, but of your own 
favour with father Apollo, and the tuneful 
fillers. I congratulate myfelf on both, and 
in return, wilh you fubje&s lefs fieri 1 and 
more worthy of your abilities ; yet I lhall 
not .ceafe to feel how much I am indebted to 
them, nor to be with all due relpeft and 
efteetn, &c, 

Vienna, May 1, 1780. 
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LETTER XLIII. 

TO THE ABATE GALFO. 

By means of our moft worthy Apoftolic 

Nunzio *, the infallible Socrates came in 

perfon fix days ago, to inform me, that my 

dear Sig. Galfo had courageoufly undertaken, 

and happily fuftained, the difficult enterprife 

of always furpaffing himfelf. The tragedy 

which has been fent to me, with its vigorous 

v ° 

and feducing flyle-, richnefs of thought, viva- 
city of imagery, folidity of do&rine in the 
numerous moral maxims it contains, together 
with the poetical fire which fo happily 
fparkles in fome of the fimiles, confirms the 

* Meaning Monfignore Vifconti, the titular bilhop of 
Ephefus, with whofe notice I was honoured at Vienna in 
iJJ 2 . His Excellency was a great colledtor, and not a 
mean performer, of Italian Catches and Canons, and con- 
defeended to furnifh me with copies of feveral fcarce and 
valuable compofitions of that kind. See Prefent State of 
Muf. in Germany , Art. Vienna, p. 285. It was this prelate 
who obferved, when I excufed myfelf for arriving latest 
dinner, by faying, I had been ftopt in the ftreet by 
proceflions : £)uei genti Jon portaitijfmi alle procejfione : 
•‘The Auftrians are extremely addidted to procefljons.” 

aifertions 
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aiTfcrtions in this truly philofophical repre- 
fentation. The inevitable infirmities of age 
forbid me a longer ufe of the pen; I fhall 
therefore merely fubfcribe to the found judg- 
ment of the enlightened journalifts, who fay 
of you, that your firft attempts bear the ftamp 
of a mafter : pour des coups <T ejjdi nous faite t 
des coups de maitre. 

Vienna, Auguft 17, 1780. 

LETTER XLIV. 

• t 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLDO CAMILLO 

r. . , « • 

VOLTA. 

Though writing, my dear Signor Volta, 
is extremely inconvenient to me, yet the not 
anfwering your cordial exprefiions is impof- 
fible. I too clearly difcovered the eftimable 
and amiable qualities of your mind and heart, 
during your refidence here ; and I have too 
. much pleafure in telling you how much I 
love and efteem you, and how conftantly I 
fet that value on your worth which you 
have convinced me you fo well deferve. I 
hope you will frequently remind my much 
revered Marquis Andreafi of my reipcct. 
Pray tell him that the Paris edition of all 

2 - my 
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my works, has already begun to be publifhed, 
We have already received here three ex- 
tremely elegant volumes, and next month 
are promifed three more. I wonder that 
you have not yet received them. If you 
cannot procure them from any neighbouring 
city, it will be befl to write immediately to 
the Abate Giufeppe Pezzana at Paris, who is 
the diligent editor, 

Signora Martinetz is much flattered with 
your remembrance, and is joined by her 
whole family in a grateful return of your 
regard. Our Don Domenico will do the fame, 
as foon as I fhall inform him of your oblig- 
ing attentions : aflure yourfelf of my regard 
^nd affe&ion, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, July 13, 1780, 



LETTER XLV, 

. H 

TO THE SAME. 

By the lively manner with which you 
have been ftruck at the fight of the elegant 
Paris edition of my works, 1 form an idea of 
my dear Sig. Volta's fincere and affe&ionate 
friendlhip; and though I was fure of it be- f 
fore, fiich an obliging proof of it cannot fail 

pf 



Digitized by Google 




( 2 35 ) 

pf fweetly ftimulating my vanity. I will not 
difiemble the’ pleafure which I likewife re-i- 
ceive myfelf, in feeing my children fo mag- 
nificently cloathed and provided for ; but at 
the fame time, I cannot deny my fears, that 
this will give a furious opportunity to many 
people to examine too minutely how well 
they deferve fuch an expenfive partiality. I 
believe the edition advances happily ; the 
Abate Pezzana having informed me in his 
laft letter, that the firft iheets of the fixth 
volume went to prefs on the fourth of laft 
month. The fonnet of Count Bulgarini, is 
truly beautiful. I not only do it all dui 
juftice myfelf, but fuccefsfully procure it from 
every body elfe; nqr fhall I fail to put it in - 
the road to our Olympus. 

I Ihould gladly lengthen my letter ; but 
pny diminifhed phyfical faculties hardly per- 
jnit me to give you a haftv embrace. 

Vienna, Septembfr 4, 1780. 



gND OF THE THIRD SECTION. 
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SECTION IV. 

T* HE letters of our bard have for fome time 
been confiderably diminifhing, both in num- 
ber and length ; and the complaints which 
he fo frequently repeats of his want of force 
and vigour to reply, in the ample manner 
which lie ought, to the few perfons with 
whom he hill withes to keep up a corref- 
pondence, feem perfectly real and fmcere. 
He is now (1780) arrived at his eighty-iecond 
year, a period to which few mortals are 
allowed to extend their exigence. However^ 
his friend Farinelli, after fixty years trial, is 
not ncgledled. His letters to him, though 
fhort, compared with thofe of former times, 
are not lefs frequent or affe&ionate. Eight 
of thefe for the prefen t year have been 
printed, of which we flyall give a tranflation. 

LETTER I. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI, AT BO- 
LOGNA. 

Yovr letter, written during the laft fighs 
of the old year, has had the power to dilpel 

• the 
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the hypochondriacal clouds, which, during 
this fevere lealon, are generally condenfed to 
fuch a degree, that I feem in danger of lofing 
the fmall remains of my obflinate patience. 
Your letter, which breathes nothing but kind- 
nefs, tranquillity, and that wife equanimity, 
which preferves an equilibrium amidft all 
the furious tempefts incident to humanity, 
has infpired me with the wifh and faculty of 
imitating you. Yes, my dear Gemello, in 
your neat and fteady writing, and in that 
chearful eloquence with which you inform 
me of the gay parties which are formed at 
your country houfe, I exult in the lolid 
arguments which they afford me, of your 
being ftill in pofleflion of that folid health of 
body and of mind, which will not only pre- 
ferve your philofophical gaiety in misfortune, 
but ft ill have the power of communicating 
it to thofe with whom you converfe. May 
that Omnipotence by which you have been fo 
partially endowed, long allow you the enjoy- 
ment of thefe bleffings, andfecond the prayers 
of your conftant Gemello ! 

I have defcribed the chara&er of your 
Ambaffador to the Countefs Figuerola and 
Monfignor Perlas , prefenting to them, as my 
credentials, your original letter, which they 

have 
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have entirely read, and highly commended $ 
your gratitude is due to them for the pleafure 
which they exprefs in their remembrance of 
you, whom indeed it would not be ealy to 
forget, among the many who daily propofe 
you as an example of wonderful abilities* 
united with candour, and innocent manners. 

But I entreat you, who have already 
gained me the favour of fo many and fuch 
illuftrious perfons, to be careful in preferv- 
ing it for me, by bearing teftimony to my 
gratitude and refpedt, and reciprocal return of 
wifties for their profperity. You know that 
I am now no longer a man to write letters of 
great length ; but as an ancient inhabitant of 
my heart, you ought to know its moft fecret 
and recondite recefles : and therefore, I de- 
fire you to inform yourfelf, of all that your 
moft faithful friend and Gemello would 
write, if he were able. 

Vienna, January 13, 1780 



LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your laft chearful and affcftionate letter, 
by the pleafant humour which runs through 

. it 
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it from the beginning to the end, has nearly 
diffipated the dark clouds which ob fcured my 
hemilphere ; and made me blulh at my 
inability to afliime a fimilar difpofition, 
notwithftanding the pompous philofophical 
axioms fo ollentatioufly dil'played in my writ- 
ings. You, in the midft of frequent earth- 
quakes and the iudilcreet irregularities of your 
health, are not only able to defend yourfelf 
from perturbation, but capable of conceiving, 
Arranging, and writing, mufical compofitions, 
which exhibit all the Icience and practice of 
an excellent contrapuntift. The Duet which 
you have had the kindnefs to fend me, is 
marvellous, not only for the difficulty of the 
labour which you have contrived to dilguile 
in fo mafterly a manner, and the lively ex- 
preffion of the words, but for the opportu- 
nities it affords to a fine and cultivated 
voice, to difplay its powers, in fwells, 
fhakes, beats, appogiature , volate, and all 
thole extemporaneous and unexpected paf- 
fages and embellilhments, which are in- 
debted to you for their exigence*. I have 

already 

* We have here a comprehenfive defeription of good 
compofition and excellent performance. The poet, how- 
ever, fpeaks not only with approbation, but eloge, of his 
friend’s invention and execution of difficult divifions ; talents 

which 



Digitized by Google 




( 2 4 ° ) 

already heard it performed feveral times, by 
perfons extremely Ikilful and intelligent, not 
only in execution, but in the laws of har- 
mony ; who were fo enchanted with the 
compofition, as to comply with infinite plea- 
lure with my eagemefs to have it repeated 
again and again. 

We are not perlecuted here with the fright- 
ful threats of your earthquakes, but for more 
than two months we have been ftruggling 
with the moil horrid and obftinate winter 
which can be imagined, and without the 
Ieaft refpite. Figure to yourfelf all that is 
moll; cruel in this dreadful feafon, and you 
will conceive fome part of the infults and 
inconveniences with which we are fur- 
rounded: impetuous freezing winds, ice 
harder than marble, deep, incefTant, and per- 
manent fnow, which covers and renders all 
objedls of one colour : fo that to keep open 
a little intercourfe between the inhabitants, 
whole regiments of pioneers, with (hovels. 



which he condemns fo feverely in others. Farinelli, with 
his wonderful, natural, as well as acquired powers, was 
the Archetype of all the rapid and difficult execution, 
which has been carried to fuch excefs in modern times, as 
ta fatigue and annihilate admiration; which exifts no longer 
than its obje&s are rare and extraordinary. 

Ipades, 
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fpades, pickaxes, brooms and carts, are cort- 
ftantly employed, and even thefe are not a 
match, with all their fatigue and diligence, 
for the quantity of fnow which is falling 
without intermiflion, and renews and en- 
creales their work. The Danube, with 
new and incredible viciflitudes, fometimes 
fluid, and fometimes congealed, has at 
length broken all the great bridges, by which 
the provifions are brought to this populous 
city from Hungary and Moravia, which are 
the chief difpenfers of its nourifliment; 
and every thing is become to dear, that the 
common people are unable to procure the 
neceffaries of life. But this ncenia i# 
too long, and tirefome. Adieu, my dear 
Gemello. Let us preferve ourfelves for bet- 
ter times, and in the mean while do you 
continue to love, and believe me, yours moll 
faithfully; 

Vienna, February 24, 1780; 



LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. 

I received a few days ago, a moft affec- 
tionate letter from you, with a fplendid pre^ 
vol. in. r lent 
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fent of liqueurs and fweetmeats, with which 
your tender and generous friendlhip, by 
excels of kindnefs, puts ray moderation, fo 
neceflary to fecond childhood, to too great a 
trial. With this Jlotta , I have likewife re- 
ceived, the Aria of Thyrfis , of your corapofi- 
tion. I waited for leifure to examine the 
whole, before I gave an account of all the 
treafures with which you have put me in pof- 
feffion. But during my delay, comes another 
letter from you, big with a Cantata, produced 
on the banks of the Manzanare , by the prolific 
vein of* Bone chi, and rendered admirable by 
the enchanting notes of my incomparable 
Gemello, who on all occafion, manifefts how 
much art and nature have confpired to dif- 
tinguilh him. The fame golden mine is dis- 
coverable, whence the duet Mille volte mio te- 
Joro , &c. was dug. But through the uniformi- 
ty of ftyle, that ingenious diverfity appears, 
of which expert compofers fo well know the 
.ufe ; wonderfully combining together the 
lively expreffion of two effe&s, totally con- 
trary. Adieu, my head will not permit me 
to ufe the Afiatic ftyle to-day. Remember 
my refpe£ls and falutations to thofe perfons 
who honour me with their remembrance : 

and 
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and continue yourfelf to me, what has been, 
and ever will be to you, your mod: faith- 



ful. 



Vienna, March 29, 1780. 



LETTER, IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

On Monday, the 1 7th inftant, I had ad- 
vice from the cuftom-houfe, of the arrival 
of the elegant little Petronian cheft*, big 
with fweetnefs to feduce both the ear and 
the palate. My firft care was to have it 
inftantly brought home, the lecond to pro- 
cure me the delight of being in your com- 
pany, at lead: mentally, continuing to drink 
my delicious ardent liquor from the little 
flalk which you had already broached, and 
to finilh the remains of the Ferrarefe peaches, 
defeftive only in the fmall portion which 
you had tailed : fo that we have eaten and 
drank together, by means of your kind inven- 
tion, in fpite of the enormous traft of land 
which divides us. I lhall make grateful and 
frequent ufe myfelf of the incomparable 

* St. Petronius is the Patron Saint of Bologna, 
whence the cheft was fent. 

R 2 peaches, 
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peaches, but much more rarely and fparingly 
(againft my will) of the fpirituous potation, 
which by its too great aftivity, puts all the 
indocile nerves of my head into fuch a 
tumult, that they are dancing like thofe of 
a bacchanal, and continue a long time to 
deprive me of natural repofe. Imagine not, 
however, that your favours will remain ufe- 
lefs ; I fhall ealily find coadjutors ready to do 
juftice to the precious merchandife, and who 
will be moft grateful to me, for the permif- 
fion. The Palate fatisfied, I fhall not negleft 
the Ear, which expefts my notice with impa- 
tience ; and the Air of Tirji, excellently per- 
formed, makes me tafle a new and more 
exquifite pleafure, by the union of its infi- 
nite merit with my own felf-love : for 

though in this Air, not only the humanity, the 
fweetnefs, and fcience of my Gemello tri- 
umph, but the genius of the words, to which 
he has fo wonderfully adapted the melody, 
that I find them infinitely more beautiful in 
his mufic, than I was ever able to make them 
with my pen. The fame moft correft per- 
former*, at length, without interrupting her 
pleafant vocal employment, let me hear the 

* Mademoifelle Martinetz. 

two 
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two beautiful Sonatas, which are vifibly the 
legitimate daughters of my dear Gemello’s 
brain; and pleafe me fo much, that I have 
refolved to hear them frequently repeated; 
but by the fame hand : as I fhould efteem it 
a iacrilege to defile them with the inexperi- 
ence of my own, which deprived of the 
neceflary pradlice, imperfe&ly affifts the lit- 
tle theory with which I have been able to 
furnifh myfelf. The merit of both thefe 
pieces is equal ; but that of the firft in G 
natural, in my mind, has fome advantage 
over the minor fifter*. 

If my head would allow me, I ihould be 
-very prolix in my thanks ; but that not being 
Jthe cafe, read them in my heart, where you 
have fo long been an inhabitant : pay my 
debts with the dear and venerated perfons 
who remember me : put not my too necefi- 
fary moderation fo often to the trial with 
your feducing prefents, and continue to 
believe me, &c, 

Vienna, April 9, 1780. 

* In the year 1770, when I vifited Farinell't , at Bolog- 
na, his chief mufical ftudy and amufement, was compof- 
ing and playing pieces which he made exprefsly for his 
different harpfichords, of which he had a great number of 
the beft and moft curious of the time. See Prefent State 
ef Mafic-, in France and Italy. Art. Bologna. 

r 3 LET- 
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LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME. 

When I anfweredyour laft letter but one, 
I was at war with my maladies and infirmi- 
ties, and fo ftupified by both, that 1 knew 
not whether I was male or female; fo that 
I negle&ed to thank you for a beautiful Can- 
zonetta of your compofition, which 1 found 
among your fwcet-meats. I confefs my fin, 
and beg your abfolution. Enquire not, my 
dear Oemello, after my worthlefs health, 
{he is unworthy of your notice : alwa\s the 
fame impertinent {trumpet. However, I 
hoped that by the return of good weather, 

fhe would be a little reformed but not 

entirely to relinquilh hope, I have recourfe 
to our Spanifh proverb, which ftili allows 
me a day or two more, ere 1 give way to 
defpair: hajia el quarenta de maio no te quit - 
tes el faio*. 

If through caprice, you determined to 
write down, and execute, lomething in mu- 

* This proverb occurred to our b3rd on another occa- 
fion, fee above, p. 205. 

fic. 
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fic, imperfe<5lly, you would find the under- 
taking impra&icable: the machine organized 
by nature, to the mod perfedt harmony, and 
the heart fenfible to the befl paffions, as well 
as long habit, would oppofe and vanquifh 
fuch an extravagant enterprifc. So thinks, 
and always fays, the fludious performer of 
your produdtions; who juflly admires you, 
having been long fince informed by me, not 
only of your profeflional merit, but of the 
other invaluable qualities which are peculiar 
to yourfelf, and by which you will ever be 
diflinguifhed. She is, therefore, proud that 
you are pleafed with her approbation, which 
does herfelf honour, and will do you no 
great harm. Accept it, therefore, and enroll 
her among the numerous band of perfons, 
who, avec connoijfance de caufe , admire and 
refpedl you. 

I would go on, but my head commands 
me to halt, and I muft obey. Pay my debts 
for me, to all my dear and refpedlable credi- 
tors around you: particularly to the mofl 
noble houle of Spada, not forgetting father 
Guardiano of the feraphic family, and con- 
tinue obftinately to believe me your mofl 
faithful, &c. 

Vienna, June i, 1780. 

R 4 LET- 
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LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAME. 

My worthlefs head may proteft againft 
it as much as it pleafes, but it fhall not de- 
prive me of the pleafure of anfwering your 
moft affe&ionate letter of the 26th of June. 
But what fhall I talk about ? lhall m) poeti- 
cal whimfies be dilculfed ? 1 have written fo 
many in my life, and talked about them fo 
much, that it would be a reprehentible 
delicacy to blufh at mentioning them to my 
Gemello, who ab immemorabili mud have feen 
all my defedts; but he on the contrary, ex- 
alts them, as laudable and exemplary quali- 
ties. One of the mod didindt merits of th.e 
indefatigable Signora Martinetz, is the know- 
ing how to do judice to your dudious and 
enchanting notes, and to fee in them that 
uncommon art, which didinguifhes the beau- 
tiful from the wonderful ; in which talent 
there mud confequently be a union of natural 
gifts, with long experience, and an intelli- 
gent and condant application, in order to 
invedigate the certain fources of that perfedt 

harmony. 
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harmony, which has a defpotic power over 
the emotions of feeling hearts. In Ihort, your 
admirer believes Ihe does honour to herfelf, 
by honouring you ; and numbers your friend r 
Ihip and patronage among her deareft and 
moft eftimable acquilitions. 

I congratulate you (not without fome 
little fpice of envy) on the vicinity of your 
gardens of the Helperides to the molt vene- 
rated houfe of Spada , and confequently 
grieve at the painful reflection of the im- 
poflibility of my ever being of the party. 

I feel myfelf very much honoured by the 
obliging mention which has been made of me 
to you by the worthy Padre Martini, and his 
learned companion, the Abate Mingarelli ; the 
firll ought to be already convinced, long ago, 
of the high and juft eftimation in which, with 
the whole world, I hold, and ever fhall hold, 
his merit. And to the lecond, not unknown 
to me, I am particularly beholden, for giv- 
ing me an opportunity of declaring my efteem 
and ambition to procure his patronage. 
Adieu, dear Gemelloj I am tired, and muft 
ere this have tired you. Therefore, inform 
yourfelf, of all that you already know I 
jvould lay, if I were able. 

Vienna, July 13, 1780. 

LET- 
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LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Whence, for heaven’s fake, could my 
dear Gemello have taken the new and unex- 
pected idea of making me independent at his 
expence, by a pious and unmerited ftroke of 
generofity ? The very worthy Padre Guardi- 
ano, to my incredible furprife, informed me 
of it by a letter which I received by the lafb 
poll, and has made me conceive all the 
grandeur of your true affefiion for me. If 
my faculties were not abforbed by fo many 
indifpenfible anterior debts, I Ihould profit 
from your admirable example, and imitate 
your liberality ; but being utterly unable to 
change the circumftances of my fituation, I 
beg of you to accept in return, my grateful 
and fincere acknowledgment of being your 
debtor *. 

My moft tormenting head obliges me to 
meafure my words ; io that I mull: haften to 

* It docs not appear by any of the printed letters, in 
what the generous propofitioa of Farinelli confifted ; it 
probably was his wifh that the poet would fpend the 
remainder of his days under his own roof, at Bologna. 

entreat 
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entreat you to load in my (lead, our exem- 
plary and partial leraphic friend, with all 
the expreffions of gratitude which a.e due to 
him on my account, and believe me to be 
your moil obliged and affectionate Gemello. 

Vienna, Auguft 24, 1780. 



LETTER VIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your mofl affeftionate letter of the 18th 
of laft month, is fo full of expreffions and 
fentiments worthy of two fond twins, that I 
perfe6tly conceive by it the full extent of 
your regard for me, and what mine ought 
to be for you. I ffiall take no pains to per- 
fuade you W'hat I am, with refpedt to you, 
as your ideas would not lb exactly correlpond 
with mine, if you had not long fmce been 
convinced of the fmcerity of my affedtion. 

Signora Martinetz has learned to know 
your worth from her infancy, by mv con- 
tinual and authentic relations ; and encreaf- 
ing in the manner ffie has done fince, in 
harmonical knowledge, indeed to a greater 
degree than was intended or expelled, ffie 
has difcovered by her own fcience, the fclid 

foundation 
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foundation upon which my reasoning was 
built, from which fhe derived her early 
ideas of your extraordinary merit. She is 
extremely thankful for your mod; obliging 
compliance with her wifhes concerning your 
felc6l mufical labours ; and proud of the 
generous offer of your friendlhip, fhe mod 
eagerly leeks for fome opportunity of manir 
fefting her fenfe of your kindnefs ; and I 
.will be anfwerable for the fincerity of her 
flattering expreflions. 

I congratulate you on having, at length, 
after fo long a parenthefis, again recovered 
the worthy family of Spada for your neigh- 
bours ; among whom, by mere dint of wifh- 
ing it, I have more than once in a dream, 
found myfelf. Kifs all their hands for me, 
mofl refpe&fully, I entreat you, and affure 
them of my veneration. 

I envy the three firft volumes in great and 
in fmall, of the magnificent and elegant 
Paris edition of my writings, being in the 
hands of my dear Gemello : but I hope their 
consents will be thought more valuable, thus 
ornamented, than 1 could ever perfuade 
myfelf they would be. Pay, I entreat you, 
all the debts of compliment for which 1 am 

anfwerable 
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anfwerable to your obliging and benevolent 
friends. 

Vienna, Auguft 31, 1780. 

*’ I » ' 

LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your kindeft of all letters, written the 
4th inftant, found me in the moil unhappy 
and affli&ing circumftances that I could 
poffibly apprehend in the courfe of my life# 
I have loft my auguft and ever adorable 
Patronefs, Benefa6trefs, and Mother ; a loft 
for which I have not the leaft hope of ever 
conloling myfelf ! It is unnecelfary to de- 
eribe my lituation to You ; your fortitude 
has been put to the fame trial, and you know 
what compaflion fellow-fufferers deferve. I 
I fliould now be your Gemello, in the virtue 
with which you fupported your loft ; but 
with which I confefs I do not feel myfelf 
provided. Incapable at prefent of fpeaking 
to you upon any other fubjetft, I muft entreat 
you to fay for me all that is proper and refpetft- 
ful to thofe where you are, who honour me 
with their remembrance and commiferation. 

Vienna, December 23, 1780. 

This 



Digitized by Google 




( 2 54 ) 



This princefs, (Maria Therefa of Auftria, 
Emprefs of Germany, and Queen of Hun- 
gary) who had been educated with the mod 
tender care by the emperor her father, was 
early initiated into the myfteries of the ele- 
gant arts, to which fhe remained a liberal 
patronefs, amidft all the perils and vicifli- 
tudes of her reign, to the end of her life. 
Her piety has been thought to border on 
bigotry ; but if we may judge of it3 effl8, 
by the tranquillity, happinefs, and affec- 
tion of her people, compared with the tur- 
bulence, difeontent, and deteftation, of the 
fubjedts of her unprincipled, philofophical, 
and diforganizing fucceflbr, we may fuppofe 
that too much religion is lefs mifehievous in 
a fovereign, than too little. In the two 
long wars with her formidable foe, the late 
King of Pruffia, fhe fupperted the frequent 
reverfes of her fortune with abilities, forti- 
tude, and dignity. And after a reign of forty 
years, in which fhe defervedly merited the 
title of Parent of her people, fhe died uni- 
verfally regretted, and her name and reign 
are ftill remembered with the utmoft reve- 
rence anil regret, by her furviving fubjedls. 

4 A con- 
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A confiderable part of her life, was em- 
ployed in beftowing benefits on the indigent, 
particularly orphans of both fexes : and 
among the laft words which lhe was able to 
utter, are recorded the following, to her Ion 
and fuccefior, of which hiftory has not yet dif- 
puted the truth : “ If I have done any thing 
repreherifible during my reign, it has cer- 
tainly been without my knowledge ; for I 
have always had the public good in view. 
My heart has never been hardened againft 
the unhappy : and this is the greateft com- 
fort of my laft moments.” She had been 
made acquainted with the bufinefs of the 
cabinet, by her father, at fourteen years of 
age, and attended his councils. The fre- 
quency of her petitions in favour of worthy 
objects, made the emperor one day cry out, 
w You feem to think a fovereign has nothing 

to do but to grant favours,” to which 

Teeming rebuke, fhe anfwered : “ I fee 

nothing elfe that can make a crown fupport- 
able:” and thefe were not words lightly 
uttered without feeling. Innumerable in- 
ftances of her benevolence and pity for the 
diftrefled, are recorded. Having perceived 
a fick foldier on duty, at one of the gates 
of her palace, (he immediately ordered him 

to 
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(o be relieved, and conduced in a carriage 
to the hofpital. And being informed that 
this young man’s diforder proceeded from 
indigence, and his feparation from a mother, 
whom he was no longer able to l'upport by 
the labour of his hands, fhe ferit for the poor 
woman from Brinn in Moravia, which is 
120 miles from Vienna, in order that Ihe 
might be with her fon. “ I am delighted,' 
fays the emprefs, to her,- on her arrival, to 
reftore to you a child who is fo tenderly 
attached to you. 1 will give you a penfion 
for yoitr fupport, to indemnify you for the lols 
of that affiftance which you ufed to receive 
from his labour j and I recommend to you 
both, always to continue to love and cherifh 
each other. Thefe are my recreations ." — The 
good woman, tranfportedtohearher fovereign 
fpeak to her with fuch condefcending good- 
liefs, cried out- — “Though I have no other 
child than this which you reftore to me, and 
whom 1 love more than my life, I would 
this inftant fee him expire, if his death 
could be of any fervice to your majefty.” The 
Emprefs Queen, without any other guard 
than the hearts of her fubje&s, was acceflible 
to all, without diftin6tion of rank. “ I am only 
a beggarly peafant, (faid a poor Bohemian 

labourer) 
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labourer) but I can fpeak to our good queen, 
whenever I pleafe j and (he liftens to me as 
if I was a Lord.” — The emprefs one day- 
returning to her palace, perceived a woman 
and two children whorti (he could hardly 
drag along. Hunger had driven them from 
their miferable dwelling. “ How have I 
offended Providence, (fays (he) that I (hould 
be witness of fuch a fight ?” And immedi- 
ately gave orders that her own dinner 
(hould be carried to them: and had herfelf 
no other refe&ion than the tears (he (hed 

f * 

over the mother and her almoft familhed 
offspring. “ They are my children (fays 
(he) and (hall never again be driven to beg- 
gary.” — “ I lament the time 1 am forced to 
give to deep, as it is a robbery from my 
people.” The partiality of her Imperial 
majefty, to the character as well as genius 
of Metaftafio, muft have been long fince dis- 
covered by the reader of thefe Memoirs, 
and will be further manifefted in the 
fequel. 



VOL. in. s LET* 
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LETTER X. 

TO FARINELLI. 

While you wrote to me in your bed iq 
the neighbourhood of Bologna, your molt 
kind letter of the 20 th of lalt month j I, 
(like a good twin) was in bed at Vienna, 
where I was Confined by a violent fever, 
and an eryfipelas in my leg. This acci- 
. dental lympathy juftifies our aflumed twin- 
Ihip. The fever obliged me to keep my bed 
a few days, and departed ; but the departure 
of the eryfipelas does not yet permit me to 
quit the houfe. 

I thank you for informing me of the iafc 
arrival of the books, and for the generous 
and kind thankfulnels with which you 
received them. I dare not enter on the fub- 
je£l of my lofs : you know by experience, 
that wounds of this kind do not foon digell, 
and that they never cicatrife till after a long 
lapfe of time, if at all ! 

Signora Martinetz renders you her bell 
thanks for your courteous remembrance of 
her ; which Ihe returns with fincere fenti- 
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ttients of the high efteem that is due to fuck 
excellence as yours. I moft earneftly hope 
that you will foon fubdue your importunate 
complaints, and am with ufual twinly kind- 
nefs, yours moft faithfully. 

Vienna, February, 1781. 



1 LETTER XI. 

TO THE SAME. 

I at length vanquith my pardonable lazi* 
hefs of old age, to tell my dear Gemello, 
that I am always his, in fpite of infirmities, 
which as ufiial, never negleCt to exercife my 
tired patience : and to inform him, that I 
have configned to Signor Milani , a friend 
and correfpondent of our moft worthy Padre 
Francifco Maria , the three fubfequent volumes 
of the grand Paris edition of my works : that 
is, the 4th, 5th, and 6th, which will be 
delivered to you with more punctuality than 
the former volumes. Thefe have been fome 
time in my pofteffion ; but I kept them back 
for three plates which were wanting, from 
the indolence of the Paris engraver. I hope 
that the other two Itvraifons , which are 
to complete the edition, will be more 

s 2 regular. 
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regular. Adieu, dear Gemello. Neglect 
not your health, as you prize mine : Signora 
Martinets will not fuffer me to omit her 
devout relpedts; and with my old age and 
obftinate affedtion, I continue to fubfcribe 
myfelf, &c. 

Vienna, April 6, 1781. 



LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have this moment received, moft in- 
comparable Gemello, your very affedlionate 
letter ; and though I wrote to you but three or 
four days ago, to inform you that I had con- 
ligned the 4th, 5 th, and 6 th volumes of the 
Paris edition of my works to Signor Milani, 
I will not leave wholly unanfwered your 
cordial wilhes for my health and peace of 
mind. Would to heaven the tranquillity, 
which you were able to mufter in writing to 
me, had required lefs patience to obtain ; 
but at our age, it is no fmall inftance of 
divine mercy, that we ftill exift. Signora 
Martinetz, in this letter, repeats her juft 
fentiments of gratitude and efteem, which I 
inferted in my laft : and with a thouland, 

’ and 
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and a thoufand affe&ionate wifties for your 
happinefs, I am, &c. 

Vienna, April ii, 1781. 



LETTER XIII.- 

TO THE SAME. 

Yesterday, the 28th inftant, I received 
your very affe&ionate letter of the 1 5th, and 
ani'wer it immediately, from mere eagernefs 
to talk with you, though this letter cannot 
depart thefe three days. I perceive that 
though thefe earthquakes and complaints 
will not fuffer you to remain in peace, yet, 
in lpite of them, you have the wonderful 
courage and ftrength of mind to keep up 
your fpirits, and to amufe yourfelf with run- 
ning over the keys of the harpfichord, or 
with a plate of Neapolitan Maccaroni, which 
there is lefs hope of obtaining here from our 
moll learned cooks, than a Cardinal’s hat. 
I do not envy you this enjoyment, becaufe I 
always feem to partake of whatever belongs 
to you, be it good or bad ; yet, I hope you 
will not fail to deplore my privation. I wifh 
a good journey and a profperous expedition to 
pur worthy Padre Guardiano t who has fo 

s 3 ipeedily 
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fpeedily put you in pofleflion of the laft pub- 
lifhed volumes of my trifles : and when I 
receive the reft, I fhall not fail to put them 
in the fame road. You know that my bre- 
vity is not a matter of choice ; therefore, 
receive with good humour, though fhort, my 
tender embraces, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, May 29, 1781. 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your dear letter of the 1 ith inft. though 
a mixture of four and fweet, has comforted 
me extremely ; as after that abominable ad- 
dition of at! ai!* of which you give me 
an account, you appeafe me by fpeaking 
of dinners, harpfichords, maccaroni with 
zuccbilloy and admirable company ; con- 
vincing me that filcnce has not robbed me of 
the fmalleft portion of your love ; and I 
firmly believe, that y#u will think the fame 
of me. But, my beloved Gemello, the 
whole months of July and Auguft, and 

* At ai is a contraction of aiuto-aiuto , help ! help ! 
murder ! 

itetL feventeen 
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fcventeen days of the prefent month, we 
have inhabited here the torrid zone, without 
being able to breathe, day or night, from a 
continual burning and fuffocating heat be- 
yond what has ever been remembered in 
this country. My poor nerves, which hither- 
to only dreaded cold, are fcandalized to fuch 
a degree by this fltrange irregularity, that 
encreafing their painful tendons and tremors, 
particularly in my aching and confufed head, 
they have rendered me unable to read, write, 
andalmoft to think ; leaving me, however, an 
outward appearance of tolerable health, 
which does not augment my own patience, 
though it confiderably diminifhes the com- 
paflion of others, to which I am but too 
well entitled. The very worthy Count 
Gaddi has frequently feen me in fimilar fltu- 
ations, and therefore has given you accounts 
of the florid and happy ftate of my health, to 
which I can by no means fublcribe. I love 
and efteem this Count extremely, and have 
here many rivals, whence I hope that your 
acquaintance with each other, produces 
reciprocal pleafure. 

Divide and difleminate my thanks and 
refpe&s in due proportions among the Mar- 
chionefs Spada> Melfrs. Pignatelli , and Valdivia , 

s 4 the 



Digitized by Google 




( 264 ) 

the imcomparable Padre Guardiam , the 
Abate Mmgarelli , and all thofe in your 
quarter of the world who remember me : and 
in return, I ihall have the merit of fecuring 
the Countels di F igueruola, and Mon- 
Jignor Fsrlas, as I have already comforted 
the indefatigable Signora Martinetz with 
your obliging remembrance. Do you con- 
tinue obftinately to love me with all my 
infirmities and complaints, which will never 
be able to make me forget you for a fingle 
moment. 

Viepna, September 27, 1781. 



LETTER XV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your amiable letters, full of cordiality, 
grace, and candour, are always dear to me, 
and efficacious reftoratives, in refreffiing my 
worn-out patience, at the obftinate tenfion 
of the nerves of mv head, -by which I am 
eternally perfecuted. I am therefore ex- 
tremely grateful to you for this fuccour 
which you adminifter to me from time to 
time. But that 1 might enjoy it more amply, 
I wifh moft ardently, that your importunate 
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complaints would render the exercife of your 
charitable aflilfance, which is of fuch lingular 
uie to me, lefs painful to yourfelf. But let 
us change the fubjett, and not contaminate 
the conlolation, which, by our cartel, we ar^ 
mutually bound to afford each other. 

I rejoice in the new and defirable acqui- 
fition which you have made, by your acquaint- 
ance with the Imperial miniiter, and his 
moll worthy noble family, and likewife with 
the molt learned Padre Maejlro Gazzaniga : 
of the merit of all whom I judge by their 
efleem for you. To the laft, whom you 
will always have the happinefs of retaining 
with you, give, I befeech you, a thoufand 
affe&ionate compliments in my name; and 
tell him that I fhall never ceafe to love 
and efleem him, and to feel grateful for 
his conflant demonflrations of benevo- 
lence. Happinefs attend our incompar- 
able wanderer, father Guardtano ! who, 
among his other innumerable faculties, has 
the power to infpire my delightful Gemello 
with chearfulnefs and good humour, at his 
charming dinners, his harpfichord, and the 
ponverfations of his feledl parties. 

I am arrived at the yth, 8th, and 9th 
yolumes of the Paris edition, and fhall tranf- 

mit 
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mit them to you by the ufual road ; but I 
would firft run them through, to difcover the 
errors that may ftill remain uncorre6ted ; and 
at prefent, the tremulous nerves of my eyes 
are not fit for fuch an operation (as you may 
difcover by my hand-writing.) If this impe- 
diment fhould be obftinate, I fliall poftpone 
the revifion, which I believe is not very 
ncceflary. 

Signora Martinetz , in compofing an ora- 
torio, which file has juft finifhed, has always 
invoked your harmonical influence. Adieu, 
dear Gemello. Aflure yourfelf of my obfti- 
nate perfeverance in loving you, and believe 
me, with my whole heart, &c. 

Vienna, November 14, 1781, 



LETTER XVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Yesterday, December 1 6th, I ordered 
the yth, 8th, and 9th volumes of the new 
Paris edition, in 4to, to be configned to our 
faithful friend. Signor Milani, in order to 
forward them to you : and as I am informed, 
that our Padre Guardiano is not at Bologna, 
1 fhall lodge my advice to him in your hands, 

being 



Digitized by Google 




( 2 6 7 ) 

being certain, that he will have notice of 
this new diftribution of books elfe where. 
We have now three-fourths of the impref- 
lion, and I hope that our patience will not 
be put to any great trial, ere we receive the 
remaining three volumes. 

The Grand Duke and Dutchefs of Muf- 
covy, who you fo much admired at Bologna, 
and whom we at prefent pofleft in Vienna, 
where they are juftly adored, not only for 
their elevated rank, but perfonal qualities, 
by which they are rendered more illultrious 
and dignified, will abandon us the firft day 
of the new year, and I begin already to de- 
plore our lofs. 

Pray combat the winter valiantly, as I 
flrive to do, though I have no reafon to be 
proud of my bravery. The female compofer 
devoutly falutes you ; and I, with my ufual 
dofe from the vafi pizzecbillo , allure you 
that I am yours moll faithfully. 

Vienna, December 17, 1781. 

No more than two or three letters of this 
year, except thofe to Farinelli, appear in the 
printed colledlion ; fo much were the poet’s 
ftrength and adlivity diminilhed, as well as 
the number of furviving correlpondents ! 

LET- 
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LETTER XVII. 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLD CAMILLO 
VOLtA ; 

Secretary and Prefect of the Royal Library at Mantua. • 

An eryfipelas in my left leg, to complete 
mv lufferings, has confined me to my bed for 
many days, and which does not vet permit 
me to quit my domeftic habitation, is the 
caufe of this late arrival of my anfwer to your 
laft letter. I have perufed and re-peruled the 
fonnet, which I find worthy of the fubjebl, 
and of the author : and I am gratified with 
the praifes which it receives from thofe 
hearers to whom I take care to communi- 
cate it. I return you my thanks, not only 
for being fo obliging as to favour me with a 
copy of it, but alfo for- the public confirma- 
tion of the juft judgment 1 formed of your 
talents from the firft day I had the happinels 
of converting with you in this capital. Con- 
tinue to honour me in the fame manner. 
Afcribe my filence to the irreparable lots 
with which we have been affli&ed ; accept ^ 

reciprocal 



Digitized by Google 




( 269 ) 

reciprocal return of the compliments with 
which you commiffioned me for the inhabi- 
tants and frequenters of this houle ; and con* 
tinue to believe me, with my accuftomed 
efteem and affe&ion, yours, &c. 

Vienna, February r, 1781. 



LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

• 1 

1 recognize, my dear Signor Volta, all 
the fenfibility of your zealous friendfhip 
in the indignation which you mani'feft in 
communicating to me, the Canzonetta della 
vita umana , printed under my name at 
Florence. The merit of compofing it is not 
mine, and I ihould be forry to rob the author 
of his fame : you will therefore oblige- me 
extremely, by acquainting our friends how 
much I abhor the chara&er of a Plagiarift. 
I am ignorant how it happens to be my for- 
tune, that fo many generous poets Ihould 
undertake to affift me in the produdion of 
children. The imperfections ot m} legiti- 
mate and natural offspring (not all very well 
known to me) are fufficient to difturb and 
plague me, without being burthened with 
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the care of others. But experience has 
informed me, that this is a diforder like the 
gout, for which we have no other remedy, 
than to complain and fuffer. Continue that 
affe&ion for me which you have manifefted, 
and be allured of an ample return from, &c^ 

Vienna, Auguft 9, 1781. 

The following letter, in anfwer to one 
written by a literary correfpondent, who, 
though an acquaintance of no long {landing, 
perfevered in tranfmitting to him his poeti- 
cal produdions for approbation, does not 
feem to have been aufpicious to his views. 

LETTER XIX. 

TO SIGNOR GALFO. 

A most kind letter of yours dated at Rome, 
March 2 1 ft, with a long poetical compofition, 
which will doubtlefs be worthy of you, but 
which I have not yet had leifure to read, 
were delivered to me at the end of May, by 
our moft worthy Nuncio : by which you 
will perceive, that it was impoffible to obey 
your commands in anfwering your letter by 
the return of poft ; and if chronology had 
put it in my power, my phyfical faculties- 

would 
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Would have deprived me of that pleafure. 
Oh, my dear Abate ! the blind partiality 
which you have conceived for me, not only 
produces in you an excefs of efteem, but 
ledu.ces you to imagine (as is ufually the cafe 
with thofe in love) that I am poflefied of 
every poflible human perfection, without 
excluding the vigour of youth, or thinking 
of the inability or infirmities of age, encreaf- 
ed by the confternation of my recent and 
well-known irreparable lots, which commu- 
nicating to the body the fatal agitations of 
the mind, has confined me to my bed and to 
.the houfc, near three months, by infirmities 
and flow convalefcence ; nor am I yet able 
to refume my ufual kind of life, or to find 
myfelf in equilibrio with my fufFerings. To 
thefe phyfical obftacles which limit my obe- 
dience to your commands, moral impedi- 
ments are now to be added ; and of theie 
the following is invincible: a perlon of the 
moft illuftrious among the great families of 
Rome, a m^n of vaft learning, uncommon 
genius, and excellent manners, has defired 
to form with me a regular epiftolary corref- 
pondence, fending me copies of his excel- 
lent compofitions in the Tufcan and Latin 
tongues, entreating my judgment of each. 
» 2 A com- 
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A commerce with which I have been fo 
honoured and delighted, would have grati- 
fied my vanity in the higheft degree ; but 
my poor exhaufted humanity, has, at length, 
much againft my will, obliged me to alk 
quarter ; and God knows the difficulty which 
I had in obtaining it. Now you will be fo 
good, my dear Abate, to tell me with what 
face 1 could fend public documents to Rome, 
of my being able to comply with the requeft 
of others, after having protefted that it was 
not in my power to oblige him ? You are in 
no kind of want of my fuffrages, and thofe 
which I have antecedently given, will leavo- 
no doubt of my refpedt for your produ61ion$. 
I fhall, however, read what you have fertt 
me, when I can do it with a mind lefs 
oppreffed, and with eyes more Ready.. In the 
mean time, I beg you will not confpire with 
nature, in diminifhing your regard, as fhe ha 3 
done my activity, but continue to love rrie 
as I am, and believe me, with ufual efteem. 

Vienna, June li,- 1781. 

* — ' ' •'* 

The following is the only letter that 

appears addrefled to the fame perfon. It 
feems an anfwer to a letter of thanks from 
the author of a recent Italian tranflation 
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of Homer, to Metaftafio, for his approbation, 
of that verfiom 



LETTER XX. 

TO THE ABATE GIUSEPPE BOZZOLI. 

* 

The juftice which I rendered to your 
happy Homerical verfions, was not fo much 
to increafe the celebrity of your literary - 
talents, become fo illuftrious by univerfal 
applaufe, as to do credit to my own judg- 
ment ; which if it had been different, would 
have proved, that I was ignorant what 
learning, vigour of mind, good fenfe, and 
conftancy, were neceffary to conceive, under- 
take, and condudt, to a happy termination, 
lb long and difficult an enterprife. You are, 
therefore, only obliged to me for the advan- 
tages which I have procured to myfelf. 
Cherifh, I entreat you, your gratuitous, par- 
tial propenfity towards me, and extend a 
fimilar indulgence to my age and infirmities, 
/which hardly allow me to affine you, in this 
fhort manner, of the efteem and affedtion, 
with which I fhall ever remain your, &c. 

Vienna, October 24, 1781. 

VOL. in. t This 

I 
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This is, chronologically, the laft letter 
in the collection, to any of Metaftalio’s cor- 
refpondents, except Farinelli, to whom we 
now return. 

LETTER XXI. 

TO SIGNOR FARINELLI. 

Our laft letters on the fame fubjeCt, met 
upon the road ; hence, my dear Gemello, I 
fhould have had nothing to write about, if 
luckily I had not an account to give you of an 
unexpected vifit from Signor Filippo Cavalier 
Gattefcbi , captain in the fervice of Ruffia, with 
another officer, and a Greek lady, his contort, 
who furprifed me, . and remained a confidcr- 
able time in converfation ; informing me of 
the ftate of Italy, and the north, whither they 
are now returning. During this vilit, I for- 
got my complaints, more than ufual, while 
iuffering from the intenfe cold of this climate 
and fealon : they fung, fpoke of you, and 
the memory of my dear Gemello is a Ipeci- 
fic againft all my fufferings. The Cavalier, 
your relatipn, is extremely courteous and 
animated, and I with him proiperity equal 
to his merit. If writing were not fo painful 

to 
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to me, I fhould fay much more ; but we 
tinderfland each other without fpeaking : 
that is, prefent my refpedts, falutations, and 
thanks, to thofe at Bologna, to whom I am 
in debt ; prefer ve yourfelf carefully, during 
this horrid feafon ; accept the compliments 
of Signora Martinetz , and believe me always 
more than ever yours. 

Vienna, January 3, 1782. 



LETTER XXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have no materials, my dear Gemello, 
For a letter to-day, and my head protefls 
againfl the ufe of the pen : and yet I cannot 
refill the defire of giving you a thoufand 
embraces, at leafl in writing, and returning 
you a thoufand thanks for the fincere and 
kind pleafure you manifefl at the great 
honour which it has pleafed the northern, 
princes to confer on me. The phenomenon, 
however, will not produce the fame effe<5l 
on all, and I have reafon to fear, that many, 
and perhaps the greater part, will be 
puzzling their brains in finding out what 
• t 2 proportion 
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proportion my merit can poffibly beaf> 
with fuch an honourable diftindhon*: an 
enquiry which cannot be of much advantage 
to me. But let us have no more of it, at 
prefent. I think of nothing now, but the 
pleafure it has afforded you, and the proof 
it furnifhes me of your true and conftant 
affedtion, of which, however, I had not the 
leaf!: occahon. Give liberally, and in due 
proportion, the ufual. return of regard and 
affedtion to all thofe around you, who 
honour me with their remembrance, and 
accept the reverence of the female compofer. 
Adieu. 1 fhall write more fully when the 
wicked nerves of my head will permit ; 

in tanto vafi a bizejfe, and am, & c. 

Vienna, January 24, 1782. 

* The Grand Duke and Dutchefs of Mufcovy, in mak- 
ing the Tour of Europe, when they arrived at Vienna* 
made early and earneft enquiries after the Imperial Laureat, 
with whofe merit they were perfectly well acquainted, not 
only from tradition, but his dramatic productions, which had 
been as frequently and magnificently reprefented, and as 
admirably fet, fung, and performed at the court of Peterf- 
burgh, as in any great city in Europe. Not content with 
all the information which they could acquire of others, 
concerning his private life, thefe great perfonages vifited 
the venerable bard in perfon ; and when his character, 
talents, and age, are confidered, the honour of the vifit feems 
reciprocal, exalting the good tafte of thefe princes, as 
much as the reputation of the poet. 

- • - LET- 
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LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Ah, Ah ! I did not expedt this from You ! 
After fo many expreffions of affedtion, pub- 
lickly to become my rival in poetry! And 
that no doubt might remain, a faithful and 
authentic account has been tranfmitted to 
me, figned by two unexceptionable witneffes, 
whom I highly love and honour ; and how 
is this rancourous rivalry and jaloufie du 
metier to be reconciled with the tendernefs 
of twinfhip ? The effort would be vain. It 
is lucky for you, that your letter arrived 
to inflame and encreafe my bile, at a time 
when I was unable to write : not only on 
account of my nervous head-ach, but a 
whitloe, that is, pe no memardetto punticio, in 
the Hitching or thimble finger (in the good 
language of feamftrefles) the bell finger 
of my right hand, which obliged me to have 
'recourfe to the Caefarian fiirgeonforaffiftance, 
which I have not yet completely obtained. 
In the firfi: impetus of my profeflional jea- 
loufly, God knows what indecorous exprefi- 
fions might have efcaped my pen. But let 

T 3 US 
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us change the fubjedt, as I feel, that fpeak-r 
ing of it, roufes irrafcibility ; and I believe 
it is not your wifh, that I fhould revenge 
myfelf upon you in mufic — What would 
become of your fame, if I did ? — No, no — 
Make as many verfes as you pleafe. I fliall 
forgive the infult ; and by the power of 
twinfhip, I will fuppofe them to be written 
by myfelf. 1 know not of what jiotta you 
fpeak, if you mean to fill it with poetry, it 
£hall be welcome ; but I proteft againft all 
things elfe. I can write no more. Adt 
liberally for me, and for Signora Martinetz, 
in giving and taking compliments, and let 
us leal our reconciliation, by a million of 
mental embraces, and, with ufual wifhes, be 
to each other “as we were wont to be.” 

Vienna, February u, 1782* 



LETTER XXIV, 

TO THE SAME. 

What ! then is envy, in mercy to huma- 
nity, no more ? Neither here, nor elfe- 
where, during this dreadful feafon, can I 
find a friend or acquaintance who does not 
, complain 
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complain of want of health. We are all 
equally obliged to have recourfe to refigna- 
tion : one prays for me, another for you, 
and all are wilhing better health to their tor- 
mented neighbours. My whitloe has at 
length left me, but it was flow in taking 
leave ; my other complaints obftinately 
defend their polls, and I my patience ; but 
I will not tire yours : let us therefore talk 
of other matters. 

The great Serous Servorum, is faid to be 
within two or three days’ journey of us ; and 
our Emperor, who from an obftinate com- 
plaint in his eyes, is obliged to keep his 
room, would otherwife go to meet him. 
Heaven fend, for the fake of the Chriftian 
world, that this unexpected vifit may be 
profpercus ! The Petronian chcft, which 
as ufual, illuftrates the generpfity of my dear 
Gemellp, will oblige me to praClife a diffi- 
cult and importunate moderation in the ufe 
of its contents. But Signora Martinetz, 
who devoutly reverences you, will heartily 
lupply my inability, and begins already to 
thank me for the enviable commiffion. She 
has happily fet to mufic my oratorio entitled 
Ifacco Figura del Redentore (Ifaac type of 
the Redeemer^. It w^s yefterday performecj 

H w 
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in the theatre, for the fecond time : And 
notwithftanding the rigour of the feafon, 
and catarrhs of the fingers, it was not 
defrauded of its merited, approbation. This 
facred function was performed here for the: 
benefit of the poor widows of mulicians, 
raifing by the profits a fund, in -order to 
relieve them by penfions, at the deceafe of 
their hufbands*. 

Oh how many things I ftill want to fay 1 
But what is to be done when we can do 
nothing ! I beg you, my dear Gemello, to 
a£t my part with due refpeft and proportion 
among the many perfons in your neighbour- 
hood, who honour me with their remem- 
brance. The admirable Carlucciello is em- 
braced with my whole heart, and the frater? 
nal tendernefis confirmed of his immutable 
Gemello. 

Vienna, March 20, 1782, 



This was the laft letter written by Metaf- 

tafio to his beloved friend Farinelli, and 
» . 

* This plan was eftablifhed in imitation of the original 
Englilh Fund for the fupport of decayed mujlcians and 
their families, now called the Royal Society of Mujicians , 
and ftill fubfifts. See Account of the Commemoration of 
Handel. 

perhaps 
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perhaps the laft ufe which he made of his 
pen ! For in lefs than a fortnight after, h«? 
was feized with a fever, which deprived hint 
of life, and the world of one of its beft 
inhabitants and brighteft ornaments ! But the 
account of his laft ficknefs anddeceafe, which 
jhe accompli Ihed Mademoifelle Martinetz 
fent to Farinelli immediately after the fatal 
event, defcribes the circumftances fo amply, 
^nd with fo much feeling and elegance, that 
we lhall give it to the reader, as much in 
her own words as a faithful tranflation will 
allow, 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI, 

The lofs uf a mortal who honoured human* 
ity, is felt by all ; but it is particularly 
calamitous to thofe who, like yourfelf and 
pur family, were united to him by the 
ftrifteft bonds of a long and fincere friend- 
ship. Indeed from the time of the immor- 
tal Metaftafip’s firft arrival in Vienna, April 
j 7th, 1730, he never quitted our houfe, nor 
ceafed conferring benefits and a6ts of kind*- 
pefs on its inhabitants: it will therefore be 
unnecefifary minutely to defcribe the affliction 
pf my mind to you, Sir, whole fenfibility of 

heart 
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heart and affeftion for your friend, are {b 
well known. The ftroke, however, came 
upon us too fuddenly: as the vigour of his 
conftitution, fuperior to the age of eighty- 
four, animated by a conftant an4 equal viva- 
city and incomparable wit, were fuch a? 
promifed a longer continuance among us, 
notwithftanding the habitual hypochondriac 
affe&ions with which he was frequently 
incommoded, but which did not, however, 
deprive him of the enjoyment of fociety, 
deep, appetite, ftudy, or other vital func- 
tions. In the evening of the firft of April, 
his fatal malady began. Returning home 
from his conftant vifit to Count Per/as , he 
complained of a chilnefs, eat very little at 
fupper, went to bed at his ufual time of twelve 
o’clock. The next morning, at {even, hecalle4 
for my elder brother, Giufeppe, and con? 
fulted him whether he had beft rife and go 
to church, as he had intended, it being 
Eafter Sunday ; but was advifed by him to 
remain in bed, as his pulfe was very quick : 
an hour after, the fever increafed to luch a 
degree,- that it deprived him of Ipeech, and 
he remained opprefted by a heavy lethargic 
fleep, which continued during two days, 
with fhort intervals, in which he was only 

3 able 
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able to take the medicines prefcribed by Dr. 
Molinari, his phyfician. The fever dimi- 
nifhed fo iquch on the morning of the fifth 
day, that he became tranquil, fpoke freely, 
converfed with fome of his friends, who 
vifited him, and was able, after dinner, to 
have the facrament adminiftered to him. 
You may imagine, Sir, what great confola- 
tion this afforded us ; but our hopes were of 
fhort duration, for at night, the fever re- 
turned with fuch violence, that every day ho- 
became more lethargic, and baffled all the 
fkill of the moft able phyficians, who met iq. 
confiiltation ; fo that on the 1 2th of April, 
between eleven and twelve o’clock at night, 
he finally, without much agony, rendered his 
fublime fpirit into the hands of the eternal 
Creator, in the prefence of his confeffor, 
having three hours before received the gene- 
ral abfolution of the Apoftolic Nuncio. Now, 
fince every mortal mull pay the tribute of 
humanity, it was fome alleviation to our 
forrows, for fo great a lofs, to reflect, that 
this illuftrious man, after having with uni- 
verfal applaufe, employed his extraordinary 
talents in inffrufting and delighting man- 
kind, and amply fulfilled all the duties of a 
frue Chriftian, of an eminent writer, and 

acquired 
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acquired the indifputable title of the firft 
poet of the age, fhould enjoy, at prefent,- 
the worthy and everlafting mede of his 
fevere re£litude, probity, integrity, and rao-r 
rals. 

For the Bologna prefent, generoufly 
intended for me, you muft content yourlelf. 
Sir, as yet with my fmcere thanks : when it 
arrives here, I fliall be more diffufe in my 
acknowledgments, and with my information 
of its lafety, give due praife to its kind con- 
tents, In the mean time, accept the moll 
fmcere aflurances of the reverence, efteem, 
$nd relpe&ful confideration, with which I 
have the honour to be, &c, 

Vienna, May 9, 1782. 



His friend and adopted twin, Carlo 
Broschi, commonly called Farinelli, fur- 
vived this event but a Ihort time : the poet 
dying April 12th, 1782, and the mufician 
September 2 2d, of the fame year, having 
arrived at the great age of cightv-one. — Lef 
pot libertinifm, indelicacy, or- inhumanity, 
ridicule or degrade this moft excellent and 
worthy perfonage, for the cruelty of avari- 
cious parents during childhoo 4 ! His talents 
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nad effedls upon his hearers beyond thofe of 
any mufical performer in modern times (r/): 
and it may be doubted, whether the moft 
celebrated muficians of antiquity, Orpheus, 
Einus, or Amphion, however miraculous 
their powers over the heart of man, ever 
excited fuch fplendid and folid munificence 
in their hearers (e). His extraordinary voice 
and almoft fupernatural powers of execution, 
have been fo often celebrated in every part 
of Europe, that nothing need be added here 
to his public profeffional chara&er ; and in 
the courle of this work, the numerous and 
impreffive eulogies of fo exquifite a moralift 
and judge of the human heart as Metartafio, 
muft have exalted his private virtues and 
conduff through life, to an uncommon pitch 
of excellence. In my youth, during the 
keennefs of curiofity, concerning the life of 
this portentous performer, I had accounts 
from the higheft authority, of his modefty, 
humility, and benevolent propenfities, during 
his fplendid refidence at Madrid, while in 
the meridian of royal favour, inverted with 

(d) See Italian Muf. Tour, and Hijl. of Muf. vol. iv. 

(#) The King of Spain, fettled a penfion on him for life, 
of 2000I. (many accounts fay 3000I.) fterl. per ann. with 
honours, privileges, and prefents innumerable. 

wealth, 



Digitized by Google 




( ) 

\vealth, honours, and influence, fufficient td 
excite every fpecies of envy, hatred, and 
malice, in all the orders of fociety. Yet lo 
found were his intelle&s, fo fage and judicious 
his conduct, that he cannot fo properly be faid 
to have efcaped the (hafts of envy, as to have 
prevented their being (hot at him. Of 
almofl: all other great fingers, we hear of 
their intoxication by praife and profperity, 
and of their caprice, infolence, andabfurdities, 
at fome time or other ; but of Farinelli, 
luperior to them all in talents, fame, and for- 
tune, the records of folly among the fpoilt 
children of Apollo, furnilh no one dif- 
graceful anecdote. It was not till after 
this mod aftonilhing performer and worthy 
man had defcended with dignity from the 
height of his former eminence, power, 
and royal favour, that I had the plea- 
(iire of contemplating his manners, and 
enjoying his converfation at Bologna ; but 
I do not remember that I ever was more 
fatisfied or lefs dil'appointed in approximat- 
ing celebrity. Roulleau fays of Philofophcrs, 
that “ the only prejudice of which they 
cured him, on acquaintance, was the having 
thought them, at a diflance, fuperior to other 
mortals.” But Farinelli, inftead of loling 

ground 
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ground in my favour by a clofe examination, 
confiderably augmented my refpedt and ad- 
miration. With all the eafe and grace of a 
man of the world of high rank, long accuf- 
tomed to the practice of urbanity, he joined 
intelligence, information, franknefs and can- 
dour. Farinelli’s mind was entire , whatever 
mutilations its manfion may have fuffered. 
If vice, rafhnefs, imprudence, or any thing 
in which his own volition might be accufed, 
had rendered him different from his fellow 
creatures, reproach and contempt would 
have been juftly his due. But when it is 
confidered, that ever fince he became a free- 
agent, his whole life was not only inoxious, 
but exemplary, in the pra&ice of all the focial, 
friendly, benevolent, and amiable virtues ; 
that with natural powers, and acquired ta- 
lents for delighting others in the moft inno- 
cent and exquifite manner, he never loft his 
equanimity in the midft of the higheft and 
moft inebriating profperity and applaufc, but 
remained humble, modeft, and fteady in his 
duty, gratitude, friendfhips, and attachment 
to his family and country ; it feems as if the 
involuntary lofs of the moft grofs and com- 
mon of all animal faculties, had been the 

only 
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Only degrading eircumftance of his exift> 
encef/). 

Meta&tasio’s death iiluflrated the princi- 
ples and pra&ice of his life. Pious and firm 
in the belief of the religion of his country, 
he courageoufly, in his laft moments, relied 
on the promifed propitiation of his Saviour j 
and on receiving the facrament a very Ihort 
' time before he expired, exclaimed, 

T'offro il tuo propria figlioy 
Che gid d’ amove in pegnoi 
Raechiujo in picciol fegno 
Si voile a noi donar. 

A lui rivolgi il cigliot 
Guar da chi t'otfro, t pot 

(f) It is not eafy to account, rationally, for the total 
filence of all Metaftafio’s biographers, on the fubject of 
his long, conftant, and ardent friendfhip for this extraordi- 
nary and worthy perfon ; though a volume and half of his 
letters are addrefled to him, they feem afhamed to mention 
his name. Signor Mattei, indeed, has once condefcended 
to fpeak of a letter to the Eunuch Farrinelli * — Why this 
contempt? If the vulgar and jocofe chufe to £hew fupe- 
riority by their farcaftic attempts at wit, they muft not b 
robbed of fo obvious and tempting an opportunity; but 
that men who fancy themfelves philofophers, and elevated 
above plebeian prejudices, fhouldjoin in the cruel confpiracy, 
is a difgrace to wifdom and learning. 

* Memirie Jur fervirt alia vita di MctaftaJU, p. 41 . 

Lafci 
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Lafci, Signor , ft vuoi, 

Lafcia di perdonar (o'). 

O Lord, permit me, now my race is run, 

While hov’ring o’er the gaping grave, 

To offer up to Thee, thy pnly Son 
In facrifice, my foul to fave. 

See whom I offer ; oh, behold him, Lord, 

And for his fake my crimes excufe ; 

O turn thine eyes, and then refufe t’afford 
Thy mercy, if thou canft refufe. 

Dr. Johnfon, equally pious, and imprefled 
with the deeped convidtion of the myftery of 
the incarnation, had too little reliance on 
his own merits, to think himfelf deferving 
of falvation, through his redeemer. With 
all his native courage, inftead of- boldly 
meeting his diflolution, he would gladly have 
fuffered the moft excruciating terreftrial tor- 
ments, to have poftponed the event. During 
his laft vifit to his friend Dr. Taylor, in 
Derbyftiire, about four months before his 
deceafe, he fays, in a letter to me, “ I ftrug- 
gle hard for life. I take phyfic, and take 

) This prayer was not pronounced extempore, as may 
be feen in the tenth volume of the Nice edition of his 
works, where it conftitutes (with a fmall difference) the 
laft Stanza of his Paraphrafe on the Mifercre, or fifty-firft 
pfalm, a pofthpmous work, 

vol. in.- u air; 
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air ; my friend’s chariot is always ready. 
We have run this morning, twenty-four 
miles, and could run forty-eight more. But 
•who can run the race •with death ?” 

Metaftafio was interred in the parifh 
church of Saint Michael, in Vienna, the 
1 4th of April. The funeral rites were per- 
formed with fplendor, by his grateful heir, 
Signor Jofcph Martinetz, in defpite of the 
poet’s injundlions, who had forbidden all kind 
of pomp. The inheritance of Signor Marti- 

netz confifted in a well-furnilhed habi- 
% 

tation, a coach, horfes, a great quantity 
of princely prefents, a very ample and feledt 
colledlion of books, with a capital of one 
hundred and thirty thoufand florins ; frorn 
which, however, were to be dedudled, twen- 
ty thoufand for each of the executor’s lifters, 
and three thoufand for each of his younger 
brothers. 

The poet’s attachment to the Martinet z 
family, was of long Handing. In the year 
1730, on his arrival at Vienna, the firH 
houfe in which he took up his reiidence, was 
that of Signor Nicolo Martinetz , mafter of 
the ceremonies to the Apoftolic Nuncip in 
that city. The eldeft foil of this gentleman, 
whom he appointed his heir, was aulic coun- 
sellor 
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ifellor and firft keeper of the Imperial library. 
Signora Marianna, his eldeft daughter, edu- 
cated under the poet’s eye, and univerfally 
admired for her talents and accomplishments, 
particularly in mufic (as has already been 
related) not only as an excellent performer 
on the harpfichord, and an exquifite finger, 
but for her genius and abilities as a compofer. 
She was aneleve of the admirable Dr. Haydn, 
who redded three years under the fame roof 
with Mataflalio, during her mufical ftudies. 
She had leffons in tinging from the cele- 
brated Porpora , who had many years before 
been the poet’s own mufic-mafter. The 
productions of Mademoifelle Martinetz, were 
communicated to, and approved by the 
greateft mafters of Italy, and her name is 
inferibed as a member of the Philharmonic 
academy in Bologna and Mantua. 

Signor Saverio Mattei, one of the mod 
-ufcful of Metaftafio’s biographers, though 
he rather gives advice to others, with loole 
and indigefted materials, than a regular life 
of the poet, fays, that “ whoever wifhes to 
acquire an exaCt knowledge of his cuftoms, 
manners, way of life, opinions of himfelf 
.and others ; of his precition in fulfilling his 
duties, of the changes in his fortune, his 

u 2 appli 
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application, and the different degrees of 
favour with which his feveral productions 
were at firft received, their chronology, the 
influence they had on the tafte of Italy, and 
on that of all Europe, with refpeCl to the 
melodrama, or lyric ftage, can only acquire 
fuch information by the perufal of his 
Letters.” 

The reader has now been prefented with 
entire tranflations of the principal letters 
contained in the five volumes of his corref- 
pondence, publifhed at Nice, in 1786, and 
extraCIs from the reft ; and it feems as if 
thefe would eftablifh his character as a bene- 
volent, amiable, and virtuous man, as firmly 
as his dramatic works and mifcellaneous 
pieces have enrolled him among great poets. 

His letters (fays the moft ample and 
accurate of all his Italian biographers, the 
Abate Crijlini , editor of the Nice edition 
of his works) “ will do honour to all Italy, 
while they difcover his moft intimate at- 
tachments, his moft fecret thoughts, his 
favourite opinions, and the hiftory of a man 
who was all heart and all virtue.” 

Thefe letters, like his dramas, are written 
without preface or text : he plunges at 
once direClly into the bufinefs, whatever 

it 
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it is ; and in the firft line makes known the 
fubjeCh He is as Ihort and laconic as the 
matter will allow, without omitting a {ingle 
circumftance neceffary to be known; and 
with the moll; natural fimplicity, beautifies 
whatever he defcribes or explains. He rifes 
above the common ftyle, without affectation 
or fingularity, and has invented a new {pecies 
of writing, free from extravagance, that ren- 
ders the molt trifling circumftance intereft- 
ing which he has occafion to mention. He 
has political, theatrical, critical, philofophi- * 
eal, and encomiaftic letters, and all are 
pleafant and feducing. His genius, fays 
Signor Arteaga (£), “ may be compared to 
the goddels Chloris of the Greeks, who in 
flying through the air, fcattered rofes where - 
ever {he went/’ The fame grace, facility, 
and elegance of ftyle, appear in his profe , 
which have rendered his poetry fo juftly cele- 
brated. Indeed, till I faw thefe letters, I 
ufed to think, that there was no Italian 
profe fo eafy to comprehend and conftrue, by 
young ftudents in the language, as the 
dramas of Metaftafio. But I am now con- 

(h) Revolution! del Theatro Muftcale Italians. To. n # 
p. 92. 

v 3 vinced. 
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vinced, that, in point of facility , the proler 
of our author is to his own poetry, what 
the profe of others is to their verfe. 

What renders thefe letters infinitely more 
natural and fatisfaflory, is, that, like the 
familiares of Cicero, they were not written 
with the leaft view to publication ; as the 
readel muft have obferved by the lively com- 
plaints he makes to his correfpondents, who* 
for the gratification of their own vanity, had 
betrayed his confidence. Indeed, what Me- 
taftafio fays of the unlicenfed publication of 
his private letters by bookiellers and others, 
might be faid by the ghoft of Dr. Johnfon, 
and would come perhaps with equal pro- 
priety from the living and the dead. In a 
letter to Signor Diodati, July 14, 1769, he 
alks, “ What right can men have to the 
pofieffions of others, without their conlent ? 
Is all idea of meum and tuum annihilated ? 
Thefe invaders muft know, that every man 
favs things in converfation and correfoondence 
with friends, that he would not fay to the 
whole world ; and that luch remarks on per- 
fons and things as are inoffenfive in private, 
become injuries when publilhed.” And it is 
moft certain, that there is po man, however 
candid and prudent, whofe private opinions 

and. 
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&nd donverfations would not give pain to, 
and draw on him the refentment of perfons 
whom he would be forry to offend. 

Metaftafio was an enemy to that pom- 
pous, verbofe, and obfcure ftyle which pre- 
vailed in his country a few years ago ; and 
was perfuaded, that the firft duty of a writer, 
whether in profe or verfe, was to be under- 
ftood. 

“ The ftyle of Metaftafio (fays an Italian 
critic) never fails to pleafe thofe who give 
way to their own feedings, more than per- 
fons of profound meditation; and I would 
rather be accufed of partiality to hirti, whom 
I venerate and love, than ranked with cold 
philofophers and deep thinkers, whom I 
may refpedt, but cannot love.” 

All Metaftafio’s biographers feem to agree 
in bis being of obfcure birth ; and almoft all 
allow of his father having been a common 
foldier, but with lome education ; as when he 
quitted the army, before he opened a kind 
of huckfter’s fhop, he became a copyift or 
writer, probably for the lawyers. Our poet’s 
origin was fo long a myftery, that many 
wild ftories of his firft profeflion, have been 
circulated ; fome have bound him apprai- 

u 4 , tice 
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ticc to a Goldfmith , others to a Stone - 
cutter. But whatever was his genealogy, it 
cannot have been fo high as to be de- 
graded, or fo low as not to have been fuf- 
ficiently exalted by fuch worth and talents, 
to rank with illuftrious anceftry. A worthy 
nobleman of our country, as refpe&able 
for literary abilities as titled dignity, has 
faid, “ I had rather be the firft peer of my 
race, than the hundredth (/).” High birth 
mod affuredly does not imply or preclude 
genius. The foul may be elevated by edu- 
cation and example ; but even thefe cannot 
fertilize a barren foil. The gifts of nature 
are common to every clals of human beings. 
How many great talents have been brought 
to light by mere accident ! How many 
have bur ft out, in fpite of parental dif- 
couragement and oppofition ! The great 
mufician, Handel, was intended for the law; 
and our ingenious countryman, Dr. Arne, 
ferved a clerkfhip to an attorney. We 
know not very well for what employment 
Shakefpeare was educated ; probably not for 

(;) Defcription of the collection of pictures at Houghton - 
Hally Norfolk, in 1743. 

poetry, 
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poetry, or a learned profeflion. Pafcal’s 
genius difcovered itfelf very early. With- 
out genius, all the education and example of 
a great father, fuch as Cicero, could not 
make a great fon. The melancholy and 
beautiful refle&ion of Gray, 

“ Full many a rofe is born to blulb unfcefl, 

And wafte its fweetuefs in the defart air,” 

is true, with refpe£t to natural intelle<fts, in 
poverty and obfcurity, being thrown away 
upon the world ; yet, perhaps, “ whatever 
is, is right,” at laid; : there mull be “ hewers 

of wood and drawers of water.” A nation 

of philofophers, poets, painters, or muficians, 
without agriculture, ufeful handicraftsmen, 
and labourers, would be ftarved to death, 
or extirpated by wild hearts. There is, 
perhaps at prefent, a fufficient proportion 
in every ftate of Europe, of fcientific and 
learned men, as well as of elegant artifts ; 
and equality of any one kind in a ftate of 
fociety, though all were to be Lockes, New- 
tons, Bacons, or Boyles, feems not only 
phyfically and morally impradticable, but the 
very attempt appears pregnant with mif- 
chief, mifery, and ruin to all. 

Metaftalio, 
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Metaftafio, notwithftanding the indigence! 
of his parents, fortunately received an ex* 
cellent education from his adopted father, 
Gravina ; which cherifhed and expanded the 
natural qualities of his good heart, and found 
intellects (£). He was learned without pe- 
dantry, pious without cant or 1 e61 ; breath- 
ing the true fpirit of Chriftianity, without 
fanaticifm or bigotry ; and praCtifing its be- 
nign precepts of morality, fo favourable to 
the tranquillity and happinefs of mankind. ' 

The emperor, Charles VI, found inMetaf- 
tafio, a man who encouraged and confirmed 
his love of virtue, decorum, and propriety ; 
and Metaftafio found in his patron, a prince 
fufceptible of receiving favourably his recom- 
mendations of the moral and focial, as well 
as heroic virtues. Indeed the poet and patron 
feem to have been made for each other. 

Metaftafio delighted in virtue fo much, 
that when he deliniates eftimable characters, 
he refines upon the good qualities which hif- 
tory or tradition has aftigned them ; and 

(k) The Abate Criftini, fays, “ Gravina, not only 
had him inftrufted in the civil law, but in the true fpirit 
of religion, the government of the paiTions, difinterefted- 
nefs, love of honeft-fame, humility, modefty, probity, and 
the pra&ice of every fublime virtue.” 

4 by 
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bv his exquifite and tranfparent colours, 
gives to his pi&ures the utmoft degree of per- 
fection. Indeed his virtuous characters are 
more divine than human ; but they are ren- 
dered fo amiable and worthy of imitation, 
that they excite a with in the reader or 
hearer to copy, or at lead; encourage and 
venerate fuch excellence. A true poet, fays 
Horace (J), unites the fweetnefs of verfe 
with the utility of his precepts : and no 
author has penetrated fo far into the refine- 
ments of the art, as Metaftafio. His heart 
was a copious and durable fountain of deep 
morality ; the purefl: harmony flows from 
the fame fource ; and thefe running together, 
partake of the quality of each other, emanat- 
ing by turns both vigour and fweetnefs. 
Virtue cannot appear in a more pleafing and 
alluring garb to humanity. His heroes, it 
has been faid, flart at the light of death, 
becaufe they are human ; but they advance, 
becaufe they are virtuous. 

Few writers have been fortunate enough to 
enjoy the favour of the public fo completely 
during their lives, as Metaftafio. But this- 
felicity is not to be more aferibed, perhaps, 
to the excellence of his writings, than to 

[l) Omnc tulit punftum, qui mifeuii utile dulct. 

his 
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his modefty, candour, and determination! 
neither to give nor take offence by cenfuring 
the productions of others, or refenting the 
cenfures of his own. He feems to have feen 
with due horror, the effects of literary war 
on the combatants ( m ). 

His whole life appears to have been of that 
even tenour, which nothing but great acci- 
dents or public calamities could diflurb. 
His veneration and gratitude for his patron- 
efs, the Emprefs Queen, feem, during the 
laft years of his life, to have been the 
ftrongeft paflions to which he gave admiffion 
in his breaft. When unfortunate in war, or 
on account of the ficknefs or death of any of 
her family, he was as much agitated, as 
any of her moft faithful and belt fubje&s* 
But when her own life was endangered by 
difeafe, his equanimity and philofophy to- 
tally left him. Then yielding to the natural 
fallibility and tendernefs of a heart, neither 
chilled by apathy, nor petrified by ftoicifm, 
he became a common man ; not too Itub- 
born for affliction, or too proud and obdu- 
rate for the impreflions of calamity. The 
ficknefs of his brother, and death of the 

(/;/ ) See his letter of March, 1779, to the Abate Galfa. 

Counted 
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Countefs d’Althan, are likewife illuflrations 
of this occafional fenfibility. And if the 
well-known precept of his favourite poet is 
right, a man poflelfed of fuch irrefiftible pa- 
thetic powers over others, mull have felt 
fenfibly and painfully himfelf («). 

That celebrity which he enjoyed fo iudif- 
putably during life, was not diminifhed by 
his deceafe ; his works are Hill in every 
hand : the philofopher, the courtier, the 
bigot, the man of the world, auflere and 
gallant females, all equally read them, and 
all find them equally beautiful. His moral 
maxims are daily cited, and his produ&ions 
are become the code of lovers. The fettimr 

O 

and finging his verfes, have rendered Pergo- 
lefi, Vend, Jomelli, Sacchini, and Fari- 
nelli, CafFarelli, Pacchierotti, and Marchefi, 
as celebrated in all parts of Europe, as Cor- 
neille, Racine and Voltaire. Had his dramas 
been regular tragedies, written for decla- 
mation, without mufic, perhaps we ihould 
never have heard of them in England; but 
mufic being an univerfal language through - 
out Europe, they are certainly obliged to 

( n) Si vis me fiere 7 dolcndum eji 

Primum ipft tibi. 

the 
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■the compofer and linger for a great part of 
their fame, at lealt out of Italy, notwith- 
llanding the complaints of Metaftalio him- 
felf, and the admirers of tragedy who are 
inimical tomufic, that they have been injured 
bycompofers and performers. Particular ope- 
ras, and perhaps, at fome time or other, all 
his dramas may have fallen into the hands 
of compofers without genius, and fingers 
without talents ; but upon the whole, excels 
lently written as are Metaftafio’s dramas, 
and exquilite as is the Italian language, it 
mull be owned, that mufic has been the 
vehicle in which the operas of Metallalio 
have travelled into foreign countries. Cato, 
Regulus/Themiftocles, Artaxerxes, Olim- 
piade, and Demofoonte, are allowed to 
breathe a true tragic fpirit, even through 
the effeminate languor of lengthened tones, 
and long divifions ; but it is in the perufal, 
perhaps, not the vocal performance, that 
the force and beauty of Metaftalio’s dramatic 
fcenes, have been dilcovered out of Italy, 
When an air has been encored, it has not 
been for the beauty of the poetry, but the 
compofition or performance of that air. It 
mull be allowed, however, without the 
leaft deduflion, that Metaftafio’s genius, good 

tafte, 
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tafte, and found judgment, firft achieved the 
difficult talk of rendering fo wild and incon- 
gruous a compound of feemingly heteroge- 
neous ingredients and abfurdities, a rational 
entertainment. 

Whether the fubjedls he chofe for his dra- 
mas or fugitive pieces were facred or fecu- 
lar, hyftorical or mythological, they are 
treated with equal purity and delicacy. Dr. 
Johnfon’s high charadter of Richardfon, as 
a moral •writer in profe, is not more his 
due, than Metaftafio’s among moral poets. 
Though love could not be excluded from his 
fecular dramas, it is of that refined and deli- 
cate fort which will mend and purify, not 
corrupt and deprave the heart. Decorum, 
probity, innocence, and good-faith, were 
equally inviolate in his adiionsand writings. 
And his conftant wifh leems to have been 
through life, to infpire in mankind, a love 
of virtue, and deteftation of vice. 

Even the church has defended his morality. 
The ci-devant Jefuit, father Cordaro, in 
his Eloge of our poet, fays, “ I well know, 
that Metaftafio has been accufed by fome of 
having brought the pafiion of love too for- 
ward in his dramas, at the rifk of feducing 

and 
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and enervating the heart and virtue of the 
hearers. How fhall we defend him from 
this charge ? fie would certainly have 
done better if he could have confined himfelf 
to the love of glory, and of our country, in 
difplaying the virtues of valour, fidelity, and 
canftancy, without medling with the follies 
of lovers. But there are certain noble affect 
tions, concerning which the vulgar have but 
little knowledge, and lefs tafte. On the 
contrary, every one underflands love ; and 
without that feafoning, every reprefentation, 
at prefent, feems infipid. It is the predomi- 
nate paflion of the times. He was perhaps 
neceflitated to comply with it ; but with 
what precaution and referve ! Has an un- 
ehafte word ever efcaped him ? Or an idea 
that is not ftrictly within the limits of the 
mofl perfect delicacy ? This may be faid of 
his fecular dramas taken from profane ftory; 
but his facred dramas are not only exempt . 
from blame with refpect to the paflion of 
love, but fufficiently pure in morals and doc-t 
trine, to ferve as correctives to whatever 
the moft morofe critics may object to. his pro- 
ductions for the ftage.” 

The four critic, Botkau , drfputes not the 
theatrical dominion of love: 

— — V Amour 
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— ..—L’ Amour fertile en tendres fenthnens 

S'empare du theatre 

De cette paftion It fenftble peinture 

Eft pour aller au cceur la route la plus furt. 

Art. Poet. Chant. III. v. 93. 

Lord of the manor; love has feiz’d the ftage; 

1 'here to diTplay his joy, his grief and rage ; 

Though other paifions may attention find, 

’Tis that alone, which int’refts all mankind. 

If the world could go on without love; 
the playful chara6ter which otir poet makes 
the urchin give of himfelf, would fright 
timid and fober folks from having any thing 
to fay to him. 

D'ogni coftume'y 
Bella diva , to fort capace : 

Son medefto, e fono audace, 

So parlare , e fo lacer. 

Serbo ftdt\ ufo Ping anno : 

Son pietofo., t fon tiranno ; 

E m'adatto al mio talento 
Al tormentoy ed at piacer (aj. 

I've ev’ry virtue, ev’ry vice. 

Now hot as fire; now cold as ice ; 

Am fometimes modeft, fometimes bold, 

Loquacious how; now filence hold. 

Both truth and falfehood have their turn; 

I’m tender Twain, or tyrant ftem ; 

And can, as beft my meafures fuit, 

Give rapture Tweet, or pain acute. 

(a) La pace fra la virtiy e la Bellezza. 

vql. hi. x Metaftafio’s 
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Metaftafio’s meafures, in the fongs with 
which he terminates the feenes of his dra- 
mas, are fo fweet and varied, that they have 
often fuggefted to mufical compolers, by the 
mere perufal, melodies of every kind* 

It has been doubted by fome eminent fcho- 
lars of our country (unacquainted, perhaps, 
with his adoption and education by Gravina) 
whether Metaftafio was able to read the 
Greek tragic poets in the original. This 
feepticifm concerning the extent of the 
Poet’s learning, feems to have arifen from 
the little ufe that he has been found to make 
of the ancient fathers of the Drama in his 
own works, either by directly copying them, 
or by imitations ; but this be might eafily 
have done, by the help of Pcre Brumoy, and 
others, from tranflation. Whoever has read 
with attention his Abjlraci of Arijlotle s Art of 
poetry , and remarks on the do&rines it con- 
tains, will not only find it impoffible to 
doubt of his acquaintance with the Greek 
language and theatre, but clearly fee his 
reafons for not implicitly adopting their 
praaice, or fervilely copying their fenti- 
ments. That he has highly tailed and re- 
verenced the great Grecian models in every 
fpecies of literature, and frequently . tinc- 
tured 
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hired his writings with infufions from theif 
ineftimable productions, has been locally in- 
dicated by fome of his learned countrymen, 
Who have been moft fevere upon the few 
imperfections which they could difcover ill 
his works. 

It has been faid by Arteaga (p), that no one 
has fb happily adapted the Greek firings to 
the Italian lyre, as Metaflafio ; he having 
feized the very foul of the Greek poets more 
fuccefsfully than any of his predeceffors in 
Italy, not even excepting Cbiabrera, who 
was certainly a great man, but who, in imi* 
tating the ancients, wanted the true philo* 
fophical fpirit (^)* 

It k not fufficient (continues Arteaga) for 
an author to call an irregular ode Pindaric, be* 
caufe it is divided into Strophe, Antiflrophe, and 
Epode*, if devoid of the true Pindaric genius* 
the Greek cojiume and character, and if con* 
ftrudted in meafures wholly untuneable, for- 
getting that mufic and poetry were, infepa- 
rable in ancient Greece* It is the fame 

(p) Uhi fupra , Vol. tl. p. 84; 

(y) Chiabrera, bora at Savona in 1552, it faid by Apof* 
toto Zeno to approach Pindar in dignity, and Anacreon in 
fweetnefs. Nella dignita fi accejla a Pindars, nella dal - 
crzza ad Anacrtonte, Bibl. dell’ Eloquenza Ital. di Fon- 
t&nini con le Annotazione d’Apoft. Zeno, 
i x 2 with 
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with moft of thofe who fancy they refembfe 
AnacJreo n, when their ideas feera to fpring 
from his gay fyfrem. But how different 
from the productions of thefe pretenders is 
the golden hymn of Metaftafio in the Olym- 
piade: In which, whoever is pofleffed of a 
foul for poetry, and free from pedantry, will 
recognize the true Grecian fpirit. 

Del forte Licida , &c. 

j The genius of the famed celebrator of 
JBathyllus appears with equal felicity in the 
hymn which Achilles fings in the opera of^ 
that name : - . i . . , , 

Se uri Alma annodi , &c. 

In which our Poet’s mpfe refembles the 

1 * * * ' * • ->•*. 

dove of Venus, quenching his third: from 
the cup of Anacreon. , 

Some of his dramas, however, were cer- 
tainly written under reftraints and difadvan- 
tages at the court of Vienna. He was not 
only obliged to ride poft to Parnaffus, occa- 
honally, upon very fhort notice, but circum- 
fbribed to very narrow limits in other re- 
fpeClsj. particularly in writing for the per- 
formance of the Arch-dutchcfTcs. At fucb 

T t ’ .«i 

times he was obliged to relinquifh the eftab- 
lifhed rules and prejudices of the theatre ; 
even the number of perfonages was pre- 
„ y» feribedy 
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{bribed, as well as their habits, figure, age, 
and manners. A Stock piece, fit for general 
ufe, is a jack- boot, that will fit any leg ; 
Metaftafio, however, was obliged to cut out 
to one meafure, and finifh to a particular 
Jaft. But of thefe difficulties, we have his 
own account in various letters. 

The ten firft years of his refidence at Vi- 
enna, will determine the point of elevation, 
which his glory attained. He regarded Attilio 
Regolo as his beft Opera, Betulia Liber at a as 
his beft Oratorio, and Artaserse as the 
moft fortunate of his dramas : for how- 
ever fet or fung, it was always luccefsful. 

It was an intelligent oblervation of the 
late accomplifhed mufician Abel, that the 
genius of Emanuel Bach would have been 
more expanded and of more general ufe, if, 
inftead of being confined to the Hans town 
of Hambro’ without a rival, he had refided 
in a great capital, fuch as Paris, Naples, or 
London, where he would have been ftimu- 
lated to diligence and exertion by competi- 
tors, and obliged to ftudy and refpebl the 
public tafte. But Metaftafio, confined to 
the Imperial theatre at Vienna, without an 
opponent, or fear of either public caprice or 
private cabal, though the perfo^ners were 

* 3 
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not always of the firft clafs, or his auditor* 
fiich formidable critics as thofe he would have 
had to encounter in Italy* was fo fiire of fiic- 
cefs in the ftyle which he had formed early 
in life, that he had no occafion to try experi- 
ments in order to excite curiofity, or awaken 
attention in an audience lefs able to judge of 
the poetry than the inulic, and not allowed 
to be fevere, if dilpleafed with their enters 
tainment. 

His monotonous refidence at Vienna, feem- 
ed perfectly to fuit with his natural love of 
order and tranquillity. Though late in life, 
wheji he felt “ the cold gradations of decay,’' • 
he was fometimes a little hurried and op- 
prefTed by the number of Imperial com- 
mands to write, yet he was not among the 
celebrated authors qui plor-avere fuis non 
refpondere favorem Speratum mentis. Many 
infbances have already been given of the 
favour and fenl'e of his worth, manifefted by 
his patrons ; but more ftill remain, which 
equally deferve to be recorded. 

When he had fmifhed his opera intitled 
II Re PaJlore r & I'Eroc Cineji , the Emprefs 
Queen fent hipi a gold candleflick, with a 
green (hade to protect bis eyes from too great 
a glare of light, which condefcending care 
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of his Jigbt, the poet regarded as infinitely 
mqre valuable than the gift itfelf. 

His drama of Atbenais procured him from 
his Imperial patronels the following note, 
which will always be an honourable mpnu? 
ment to literature. 

** In this opera, and in the extreme 
alacrity with which it was written, I find 
the great Metaftafio full of all the fire and 
force of his extraordinary genius. And it 
pleaies me the more, as it a fibres me of the 
good ftate of the health of a man who has 
po equal, and of whom I have always re- 
garded the pofleffion as one of the happieft 
circumftances of my life. This opera has 
enabled me to pafs an hour in the moft de- 
lightful manner, and I am extremely grate- 
ful for it.” 

Upon another occafion (the rapid produc-> 
tion of a Compliments, or a fhort Ode for 
Mafic, to be performed by Arch-dutchefTes 
on a birth-day) the Emprefs Queen wrote 
him the following flattering note, in French: 

“ La promptitude de la furprize m'ejl L au~ . 
tant plus agreable, que je vois mon ancien 
Maltre (r) parfaitement confervt, qui fait la 

• ' # i 

(r) The Emprefs Queen had received from Metaftafio 
^er laft inftru&ions in the Italian language. 

x 4 gloirt 
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gloire 4e notre fiecie, & plus encdre de ceu*? 
d qui il fejl voub “ Marie Therese.'V 

All his biographers mention the offer of 
the dignity of Count, Baron, and Coun- 
fellor of the Court , from the Emperor 
Charles VI, after he had written Achille in 

i 

Sciro ; and fimilar honours by the Emprefs 
Queen, of \yhich he declined the accept- 
ance. * ‘ • 

He feems, fyffematically, to have de- 
clined all honorary diftinCtions which might 
excite envv, detraction, and obloquy, in his 
peers, and fill his pwn mind with humi- 
liating thoughts and mortifying reflections. 
When the coronation of the Improvifatrice , 
CorilTa, was in meditation at Rome, the 
Emprefs Queen, juftly fuppofmg that the 
honour of the laurel crown, which Petrarca 
had not difdained to accept, could only be- 
long to Metaflafio, lent Baron Hagen to de- 
fife the Poet to accept of it ; but he, with 
equal firfnhefs and humility, declined the 
offer. 1 r 

Before we proceed to fpeak of his nume- 
rous productions, it may be neceflTary to ob- 
ferve, that the French, ever afpiring at 
univerfal empire, not only in territorial do- 
minion, $nit arts, faiences, literature, and 
i ' • ; . every 
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every fpecies of ingenuity, deny Metaftafio 
all claim to invention , and clafs him only 
among imitator.s of the tragic poets of 
France. He certainly did not invent the 
ftories and names of his heroes and he- 
roines, which are generally the moll grand 
and illulfrious of ancient hiftory, and fuch 
as had not only been previoufly treated by 
writers of other countries, but of his own \ 
but has he ftolen or imitated the thoughts 
and conduct of his prqdeceflors ? Has he, 
like Quinault, confined himfelf to ancient 
mythology for his l'ubje£ls, or always to the 
fame heroes, or chofen the fame virtues and 
vices to difplay, as Corneille and Racine ? 
Even the names of many of his pieces are 
not to be found in the works of thefe trage- 
dies. Why then deny him the merit of 
invention, in treating fubjedts that have 
never been brought on the French ftagej in 
delineating fuch charadters, painting fuch 
{ituations, and colouring paflions with fuch 
new, lublime, and touching lentiments, as 
are not to be found in the dramas of any 
other writer, ancient or modern ? Then let 
it be remembered, in writing for modem 
jnufic, how circumfcribed and limited he 
piuft have been in the length, meafures, and 

didtion 
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didfion of his dramas ; in drawing to a kind 
of epigrammatic focus the bufincfs and fen- 
timents of a whole fcene, in the Air by 
which it is terminated, and to which it is a 
kind of epilogue. Who is able to read the 
melodramas of his prcdeceffors, in Italy, or 
chewhere ? But, though lo truly lyric, and 
happily limplified and polifhed for mufical 
cxpreiiion, there are few tragedies written 
for declamation in aaiy other language which 
pleafe and intereft more in the perufal, 
without mufic, than the Operas of Meta- 
dafio. And vet he is denied the merit of 
originality / His fimplicity, elegance, grace, 
propriety, and even morality, are original 
on the Jiage. 

Thus far we have only confidered Meta- 
dafio as a dramatic writer ; but he woflld 
have merited a very diftinguifhed place 
among the lyric and mifcellaneous poets of 
his country, if he had only produced his Can- 
tatas, Canzonets , and fugitive pieces, fuch as 
La Libert a. La Parienza, La Primavera , 
which, perlmps, have, never been equalled 
in his own or any other modern language. 

As the fedentary, and ufually, uniform, 
life of a man of letters, feldom affords 
a greater variety of incident than that of g. 

Monk. 
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Monk, the chronology, plan, and rccep-, 
tion of their moft interefting produftions, 
are, perhaps, the moft ufeful materials which 
their biographers can boaft, We have thefe 
refburces ftill in ftore ; and thefe Memoirs, 
which, with little dedu&ion, may be faid, 
from the great portion of each volume which 
is occupied by the poet’s own letters, to be 
written by Himfelf, fhall be terminated with 
an ample lift of his writings, clafted under 
different heads, beginning with his Operas , 
the great pillars of his fame. 

Metaftafio, in one of his letters to a friend, 
who tried to perluade him to continue to 
write, tells his correipondent, that, * ( After 
having treated almoft all the modifications 
of the human heart, the intenfe application 
lieceftary for the invention and texture of a 
dramatic compofition, became to him an 
exceeding hard labour (r).” Jn the follow- 
ing catalogue of his dramatic works, will be 
indicated the moral objcB which the poet had 
chiefly in view, while he was writing each 
piece ; in which he has not only adminifter- 
ed cathartics to the irregular paflions, ac- 
cording to Ariftotlc, but anodynes to virtue. 

(j) See Vol. II. Letter VII, to Saverio Mattei, p. 393. 

\ 

A CHRO- 
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A 

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST 



METASTASIO’S SECULAR DRAMAS, OR 
OPERAS, 

SPECIFYING THE TIME, AND PEACE, WHERE THEY 
WERE FIRST PERFORMED, BY WHOM SET TO MUSIC, 
• AND THE MORAL OBJECT OF EACH. 



j. Didone Abbandonata, was written and 
firft reprefented at Naples, 1724. Set to 
mulic by Sarro. The dire effe£ts of the in-, 
confiderate paflion of love, and the confe- 
quent rage of di/appointment and dejpair, are 
difplaved in this drama. 

11. Siroe. Firft performed at Venice, 1726. 
Set by Leonardo Unci. A parent’s blind par- 
tiality for one unworthy fon, and ill-treat- 
ment of another, whofe filial duty and af~ 
feSl'ton are proof againft difgrace and fuffer- 
ing, are the vice and virtue chiefly difplayed 
in this opera. 

in. Catone in Utica. Rome, 17*8. Se^ 
hy Vinci. In this piece, no one need be told 
that its hero’s love for his country, and the, 

freedom 



Digitized by Googli 



( 3*7 ) 

freedom of its inhabitants, are painted under 
the well-known virtue of Cato, called Pa- 
ir tetifm. 

tv. Ezio, or zEtius. Set by Porpera fpr Rome, 
1729. Valour and Fidelity to the hero’s fo- 
vereign, in fpite pf ill-treatment, are the 
principal virtues of the Protagoniftes in this 

, ; i . .• l '.ir 

■ drama. 

v. Semiramide riconqsciuta, 1719. Set 
by Porpora, for Rpme. In this drama Vice it 
detected, but not punirtjed ; and no extraor- 
dinary efforts of virtue have been exerted by 
the fuccefsful characters. However, it is al- 
lowed by the fevereft critics, that the beauties 
of the poetry are fufficient td compenfato 
for the defers of the fable ; and that any 
one, except Metaftafio, who has ever written 
for the lyric ftage, would be glad to have 
been its author. 

▼ 1. Alessandro nelx.’ Indie,i73©. Set by* 
Vinci for the Roman theatre. The magnani- 
mous Generofity and Clemency of Alexander the 
Great, are the moft prominent virtues in 
this drama ; which, though it has ever been 
a favourite of the public, is not allowed by 
Italian critics to rank with the author’s pro- 
ductions of the highelt clafs. The words of 
the fongs, however, are in -fuch favour with 
Italian compofers ?i tl? at they have them by 
heart, and frequently choofe one of them, 
©ccafionally, for a detached air, to difplay 

■ the 
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ttie abilities of a concert finger, without any 
dramatic connexion. 

til. Artaserse. Set for Rome by Vinci, and 
for Venice by Hap, 1730. The principal 
virtues ihculcated* in this celebrated drama, 
are the filial duty and affeRion of Arbaces. 

tin. Adriano in Siria. The triumph of the 
Emperor Adrian, over the paffion of love, is the 
moral lefibn of this drama, the firft which 
the author produced at Vienna, for his Im- 
perial patron, the Emperor Charles VI. 
1731. It was fet by Caldara, of Venice. 

tx. Issipile. Vienna, 1732. Set by Conti. The 
virtue that is chiefly difplaycd in this afteft- 
ing drama, is filial affefiibn: the heroine 

rifking her own life, and that of her lover, 
to preferve her father. 

X . Demetrio. Firft performed at the Impe- 
rial theatre in Vienna, 1732, to the mufic of 
Caldara. The moral inculcated is the Jacrifice 
of love to duty. 

xi. OlimpiadR. Set by Caldara for the Impe- 
rial court, 1733- The fubje£t of the fable 
turns upon a mod heroic facrifice to friendjhip 
and gratitude. The fongs, in general, of this 
admirable drama, are among the mod poeti- 
cal and happy of Metaftafio’s lyric compo-* 
fitions. 

xii. Demofoonte. Firft performed at Vienna, 
1733, to the mufic of Caldara. In this moft 
interefting and affefling drama, which, fotf 

the 
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the fublimity of the thoughts, the energy' and 
force of expreflion, and the grace and ele- 
gance of the language, may be regarded as 
the moil perfect of Metaftafio’s produ&ionS, 
marital affeftion is proof again ft the moll hu- 
miliating difgrace and terrific danger, 
act I.' La Clemenza di Tito. Clemency t the 
fubjeft of this drama, was rooted in the 
heart of Metaftafio ; and the luxuriance 
with which it fprung up and flourilhed, was 
never more manifeft, than in the benignity 
with which he has embelliflied the character 
of Titus, and eftablillied his right to the 
title of delict* humam generis. This admira- 
ble leffon for his Imperial patron, was firft 
performed at the court theatre in Vienna, 
1734, to the mulicof Caldara. 
xiv. Achille in Sciro. Written at Vienna in 
1736, for the marriage of the Arch-dutchefs 
Maria Therefa with the Duke of Lorrain, 
and fet by Caldara. The conqueft of glory over 
lave is the principal moral bafis of the piece. 
The character of the young Achilles in this 
drama is the Hercules infans ftrangling the 
ferpents in the cradle. It has been faid by 
an Italian critic (/), that if Metaftafio had 
written no other drama than this, it would 
have placed him in the high rank which he 
fo defervedly attained. 

(/) The Abate Colonies. 

xv. Giro 
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Ciro RicoNoscitrto. Vienna, 1736. Set 
y Antonio Caldara. In this drama, a fond 
nd diftrejfed mother is the mod intereft- 
ig agent in almoft every fcene : where 
le is by turns anxious, terrified, enraged^ 
nd enraptured. The fubje£t of this piece 
» manifeftly the fame as the Merope of 
Jlaffei, Voltaire, Aaron Hill, and the tragic 
vriters of all ages and countries, from the 
ime of Euripides. 

Themistocles. Written for the court of 
/ienna, 1736, fet by Caldara. This opera 
ibounds with more noble fentiments, moral 
naxims, and patriotic effufions, than any 
me of Metaflafio's works. There is not, 
jerhaps, in the annals of mankind, a more re- 
spectable and interefting character than that 
sf Themistocles. And this drama, of which 
fit is the Protagoniftes, has been lately pro- 
nounced irt Italy (a) Worthy of the befl age 
of Athens, the happy, but ungrateful mo- 
ther of this hero. 

1. ZeSobiA. Vienna, 1740. Set by Pre- 
dieri. This is ranked among Metaflafio’s 
befl; dramatic productions. In Zenobia’s 
character, to the virtue of filial obedience, itf 
added an extraordinary portion of conju- 

) Ofiervexitia di vadj ktierati fopra i drammi del? abate 
jlafio. Tome II. p. 195. In Nizza, 1785. 
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gal fidelity .fa ..m huffiand whom her >fa- •' 
ther’s fyuation -and entreaties obliged her 
to marry, though long, paflionafely attached 
t q ja. fond and worthy lover of her own 
and t her parent’s choice . 
xviii. Attuio Regulom Written 1740, for 
Vienna!,** but! -not performed till 1750 ; when 
it was firft fet by Haje, for the court of 
Drefden. It was an enterprize of great 
difficulty to fupport the char after of pa- 
, triotifm in three different dramas, without ? 
monotony of fentiments, or deficiency of 
intereft in the plot or perfonages. But the 
poet has fo contrived to difference thefe 
- patriots, as to avoid copying himfelf. The 
charafter of Cato is fevere and inflexible ; 
of ‘Themijlccles, grand, tender, and refolutej 
and of Regains, magnanimous, rigid, juft 
and almoft divine. *< 

Xix. Antjgono. Written for the court of 
Drefden, and fet by Hajft, 1744. The facial 
virtues of parental generofity, filial duty , affection, 
and obedience , friendjhip, and fidelity , are all 
in aftion, and put to the teft in this drama. 

xx. Ipermestra. Vienna, 1744. SetbyHdfie . 
Conjugal affeftion is here manifefted, at the 
imminent rifk of life, by the heroine of the 
drama. 

xxi. I'l re Pastorf. Vienna, 1751. Written 
for ladies of the' Imperial Court, by whom * 

VOL. III. Y it 
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it was firft performed to the com pofit ions of 
Signor Bomo. Humility > moderation, and con- 
tentment, are beautifully illuftrated, and ren- 
dered defirable, in the fentiments of the 
Shepherd King. When it is remembered 
that this drama was written exprefsly for 
great perfonages to perform in the pre- 
fence of their Imperial Majefties, inverted 
with abfolute power, the bold and vigorous 
fentiments on the duty of fovereigns, which 
the Poet ventured to put into the mouth of 
one of the chara£iers, do equal honour to his 
Imperial patrons, who could liften to them 
with pleafure, and to the Laureat who had 
the courage to preach fuch doctrine in a 
court. 

*xii. L’Eroe Cinese. Reprefented for the 
firft time by perfons of diftinftion in the 
Imperial garden at Schonbrunn, 1752, to 
the mufic of Bomo. The heroic loyalty and 
fidelity of the principal perfonage in the 
piece, are fuch as muft appear unnatural 
and exceflive to Europeans unacquainted 
with the Chinefe veneration for ^heir princes 
and .fathers of families. 

3txm. Nitteti. Written for the Court of 
Madrid, 1756. Set by Conforti. The hero- 
ifm in this drama is wholly female. Tbq 
character of Beroe is the triumph of Virtue, 
exhibiting an admirable example of gene- 

rofity 
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J rofity and fortitude in a female that is at 
once young, beautiful, full of fenfibility, and 
in lovel Though this is not one of Me- 
tafiafio' , s beft J compofitions, yet the delicacy 
of fentiment and expreflion of fome of the 
fongs, frequently equal thofe of his moft 
celebrated produflions. 

*xiv. Iu trionfo di CleliAj Vienna, 176a. 
Set by Hajfe} 1 Patriotic enihufiajm is the pro* 
minent feature iri the opera of Clclia : a 
heroine neither coarfe nor mafeuline. There 
are not, indeed, in this drama, thofe tender 
1 and touching ‘ftfofces, thofe fentimental and 
elegant airs, ; and happy fimiles, which oc~ 
cur in moft 1 of his dther theatrical pieces ; 
but, if we recollect the Roman cofiume at the 
early periods of conqueft, we lhall find la 
feroce virtu rcpublicaine admirably painted, 
xxv. Romolo ed F.rsilia. Written at Vienna, 

: 1765, for the marriage of the Arch*duke 
Leopold, and fet by Rajfe. This drama, 
which has never been popular, is, however, 
‘ not without infinite merit in its fimplicity 
* of plot and delicacy of fentiment. The hero 
determines to wave the exercife of power, 
in hopes of obtaining by affe£tion what he 
poujd command as a conqueror; the heroine 
is ready to facrifice every inclination and 
Jjope pf felicity, rather than rebel againft 
T 2, the 
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the will of her father, and the rigid laws of her 
country. 

xxvi. Il Ruggiero, ovvero l’Eroico gra- 
titudine. Written at Vienna, for the nup- 
tials of the Arch-duke Ferdinand with the 
Princefs of Modena ; and firft performed at 
Milan, 1771, to mufic compofed by Hajfe. 
This was the laft production of the great 
Poet, and excellent Mufician } who had 
both. exceeded their 70th year. The heroic 
gratitude of Ruggiero towards a rival to his 
fame and love, who had generoufly faved 
his life and refcued him from prifon, is the 
charaSeriftic virtue of this drama. Super- 
nciai young critics have pretended to dis- 
cover the coldnefs and fterility of old age in 
the words and mufic of this opera ; . but 
however inferior to the more early produc- 
tions of thefe illuftrious authors, more intel- 
• ligent and candid judges difcovered fcene 
and fentiments in the poetry, and elegance 
and propriety in the mufic, of which, at 
the time they were produced, none but 
Metaftafio and Haffe could have been the 
authors. 
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THE prefent Work having been under- 
taken as a kind of fupplement to the Gene- 
ral Hijlory of Mufic , it is hoped that the 
mufical reader will not be offended if a few 
reflections are added here concerning each 
clafs of Metaftafio’s poetical productions for 
mufic. And firft, of the Opera, or Secular 
Mufcal Drama , in the ftate to which it was 
brought by our Lyric Poet. 

The moft judicious critics of Italy, where 
the Melodrama is beft underftood, after ana- 
lyfing the dramas of this author, and wit* 
neffing the failure of his fucceffors, are of 
opinion, that “ good tafte in theatrical re- 
prefentations in mufic was born and died 
with Metaftafio.” All the great Tragic 
Poets of Greece preceded the formation of 
the rules of the art by Ariftotle. Rules are 
now drawn from the dramatic works of 
Metaftafio, which can never be fulfilled but 
by imitation. And as poetry is derived 
from foul and fentiment, not from line and 
rule, and genius is an enemy to reftraint 
and violence, whoever thinks it neceftary to 

y 3 imitate 
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imitate Metaftafio, even with equal genius, 
muft be in trammels. And* yet, if he is 
quite right, what can new candidates for 
dramatic fame, in writing for mufic, do bet- 
ter than to imitate him ? It is impoffible to 
difcover new, eafy, and pleafant roads, in 
a country whifch he has fo often interfered, 
without purfuing, or at leaft crofting, fome 
of his paths. 

Apoftolo Zeno feems to have been the 
Efchylus, and Metaftafio the Sophocles and 
Euripides of the modern Melodrama. What 
preceded and is fubfequent to them, appears 
equally to partake of the wildnefs and weak- 
nefs of their predeceffors and fucceflors iri 
Greece and Italy. 

When any Jiyle of poetry or mufic is 
brought to perfection, little is left to be done 
for a long while, but to imitate and vary 
the thoughts and paflages of that ftyle. 
Milton’s epic, Pope’s fatirical and epiftolary 
ftyle, in poetry, and Pergolefi’s in mufic, 
muft be worn out and nearly forgotten, per- 
haps, before new ftvles can be formed or 
favoured, Handel left nothing new to be 
done in his ftyle of compofition. Imitations 
are ever timid and feeble. What has been 
happily accomplifhed without rules or mo- 
del. 
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(del, cannot be achieved with the fame 
energy, enthufiafm, and effe£t, by a Receipt. 
All great originals, fuch as Homer, Pindar, 
and Shakfpeare, either preceded, or defpifed 
rules. 

Novelty is wanting at prefent, both to 
Poetry and Mufic ; but the time, or at leaft 
the daring and inventive genius, is not yet 
arrived for either. The Oratorios of Han- 
del, fublime as are the choruffes and many 
of the fongs, from having been fo often 
heard, have tired the public ear, and yet no 
other attempts are liftened to with patience. 
It is fo with opera airs and playhoufe fongs • 
eternal imitation and repetition of what we 
have heard a thoufand and a thouland times, 
renders our mufical theatres a confufed and 
ill-bred converfazione, more than an intereft- 
ing performance of poetry and mufic (*). 

Signor Sa verio Mattei, in his differ tation 
on the Pbilofophy of Mufic (y), has made 

(*■) This complaint is confined to the generality of Fa- 
tal Mufic. The new Symphonies of Haydn preclude 
all convention, by their never-failing novelty, and the 
inexhauftible fertility of his invention. Almoft all other 
mufic is little more than a Cer.to } which can never grapple 
SQth attention. 

fy) Saimi, TompY. 

r 4 many 
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many juft reflections on the declcnfioni of 
the Jttufical drama in Italy, which are not 
totally inapplicable elfewhere. He fays, that 
“ every fpecies of voice, from the ambition 
of foaring with the lark, and mounting to 
fublimity, has loft its true quality and cha- 
racter, The Bafe tries to rival the Tenor, 
the Tenor the Counter-tenor, the Counter- 
tenor the Soprano, and the Soprano the Fla- 
geolet, or bird-pipe. 

The improvements in mufical inftruments 
and inftrumental compofition have been the 
ruin of vocal mufic. Inftruments, for want 
of vocal expreffion, multiply notes and 
long divifjons. But it degrades a finger to 
rua races with hautbois, flutes, and fid- 
dles. Let inftrumental performers lhe\r 
their, power of hand, and tire genius of their 
feveral inftruments ; but let not the human 
yoice quit the fent intents and expreflions of 
humanity, and the paflions that belong to 
its nature : let inftruments imitate birds and 
beafts ; but let not the human voice imitate 
the tricks 1 and tones of inftruments, to 
which it fhould ferve as a model : let its in- 
flexions be purely rocal, and fuch as will 
pleafe, not difgrace, humanity. 

Another obfervation of Signor Mattel, 

» ~ 3 • i fcems 
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feems naturally to account for the rapid de- 
cline of the Opera, as far as concerns Poetry 
and Mufic. “ At prefent,” fays this judi- 
cious Critic, u the emoluments of the prin- 
cipal perfons employed in a mufical drama 
are fettled in a direct contrary ratio to 
what they ought to be. At Naples, the 
manager of the Opera affigns to the firft 
Dancer 2000 fequiny ; to the firft Singer 
1000; to the Compofer 200; and to the 
Poet 50 ; whereas the whole arrangement 
fhould be reverfed : the higheft falary ftiould 
be given to the Poet ; the fecond to the Com- 
pofer ; the third to the Singer ; and the 
fourth to the Dancer.” And perhaps, if 
thefe falaries were fettled, like an Englifh 
county election, by public fuffrage, this 
Would be the general opinion. As it is, 
fays Signor Mattei, “ Opera talents are 
proportioned to the pay : the dancer is bet- 
ter than the finger, the performance of the 
finger ' better than the intrinfic merit of the 
j core or cbmpofition, and the worft of all is 
the poetry, ftolen from Metaftafio, and to- 
tally fpoiled by the poetafter, who botches it 
together.” From this ftate of things it 
muft appear in vain to hope for a good 
Opera, or a reform in the eftablilhed fyftem, 
s Subjects 
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Subjefts of dignity, heroifm, and great 
paffions, are ruined in the Italian Opera, by 
the kind - of voice which ever claims the 
principal part. If, then, the ftyle of finging 
were a little Amplified, and feleft Tenor 
voices, highly cultivated, were affigned the 
principal parts, the poetry would have its 
effeft, as well as the mufic ; and Cato, Tie- 
mijiocles, and Regulus, would appear with 
dignity and propriety, though they fpoke in 
fong (z). If the exquilite voices and refine- 
rtrents in finging of the Evirati cannot be 
dilpenfed with, let them be employed in 
female parts, as is conftantly the cafe at 
Rome, and as, in our Shakfpeare’s time, 
was the cafe with all the female parts on 
our ftage, which were performed by boys. 

Italy, ever fertile in genius, cannot be in 
want of men of abilities equal to the difficult 
talk of finding out a new path in an art 
thought to be already brought to perfection. 

The prefent fyltem of giving the princi- 
pal man’s part to a Soprano voice, muft con- 
fine the Poet to love, tendernefs, and effemi- 

(z) There can be no doubt but that the little fuccefs 
and infrequency of the performance of thefe heroic dramas, 
were occaftoned by the principal part being written for 
a Tenor voice. > 

2 uatc 
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hate chara&ers and paffions. At prefent, the 
Italians condelcend to imitate the noife, 
machinery, and Balets analogues of France j 
and thefe often fupply the place of good 
poetry as well as mufic. A SpeElacle , how- 
ever lplendid, mull fatigue the eye, if the 
mind has nothing to do. 

■ ■ It feems neceffary here to take fome no- 
tice of the mutual complaints of Metaftafio 
himfelf, and his learned friend Mattei, of 
the negleCt of Poetry and abufe of Execu- 
tion on the Opera Stage. 

It is natural and juft that poets fhould 
with to Amplify Dramatic Mufic. But per- 
haps it would not be for the intereft, even 
of the words, to ftrip it of all ornaments and 
opportunities of difplaying a fine voice and 
fuperior vocal abilities. Some latitude may 
furely be given to the compofer and per- 
former in the airs, when it is confidered that 
the whole bufinefs of the Drama, in carry- 
ing on the plot and developing charac- 
ters in Metaftafio* s Operas, is tranfaCted in 
the Recitatives, and that the airs are merely 
recapitulations of each feene, and illuftra- 
tions of the principal incident or affections 
on which it is founded. I would willingly 
facrifice all fuperfluous ornaments and fcience 
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